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\ E W Alber, agree in the Der. 
tion of Matrimony, Charron calls 
it a wiſe (a) Bargain, a State; or 
an honourable Conjunction; ſome more na- 
cious Criticks call it a Yoke, a Commu-- 
„„ nion 


1 4) Marriage i is not niere call'd a ig 


becauſe moſt are (now of late more eſpecially) ſo 


managed, that one Party, if not both, are bought 
and ſold, the Freedom of Choice being rarely felt 
to the Man, and almoſt never to the Woman. 
The well diſpoſing of their Children is undoubted- 


men, their Virtue may make them good Wives, 
but being ill pair'd in the Yoke, they may be how 
ever very unhappy. Too many Fathers are of Opi- 
nion that they have done mighty well, if they dase 
bedg'd in a young raw Country Squire with a plen- 
tiful Eftate 3. and ſecur'd an unreaſonable Propor- 
tion of it for their Daughter's Jointure, and be- 
lieve there will be no Woe, when there is no Want: 
Yet every Day ſhews us, that where there are 
ass Eſtates, there is not always great Felicity: 
or the wiſeſt of mere Men aſſures us, That better 
' [75 4 Mor ſel of Bread with Content, than a * 5 
Ox, and Hatred therewith. 


ly one of the weightieſt Cares that Parents have. 5 | h 
Good Education may make them very good WoW 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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r The PREFACE. 


nion of b) Evils and Puniſhments,-a So- 
ciety of (c) Cares and Troubles, But 
without adhering to the Sentiments of the 
one, or the "ering Opinions of | others 
ä bat 


(50 Matrimony was intended for our F elieity, 
bat our Miſmanagement of the main Matter makes 
it our Miſery : And this is not in the leaſt the Fault 
of the State, ſo much as of the Parties that enter 
into it: And where our unreaſonable Appetites 
have made us take wrong Meaſures in it, no won- 
der if it proves our Puniſhment. : 

e) Whoever was pleas'd to think ſo, might be 
unhappy in his Choice, but I am of Opinion he 
deſerv*d it a little; or at leaſt he ought to let us 
know what he means by Care and Trouble: For 


1 dare appeal to any good Man that ever was in 


that State, if he thought it not a Sweetning of his 
daily Labour to bring home a Loaf to his poor Fa- 
mily, and ſhare it amongſt them. The very Re- 


flection that it was to maintain his Wife and little 


Babes, made him think the Sun and the Rain leſs 
intolerable ; every Day's Labour contributed fo 
much to his Felicity, as it did to his Advantage, 
and no Fatigues of the Day can ſo much diſpirit 
him, but he will play ey his Children when he 
comes home at Night. St. Auſtin ſays, Nullo mo- 
dis ſunt onerofs labores amantium, ſed etiam iþft delec- 
tant ficut venantium, piſcantium : [ ntereſt ergo quid 
ametur, nam in eo quod amatur aut non laboratur, 
aut labor amatur. . I need not put this into Engliſb 
for the Benefit of the Fair Sex; they all of Kenn | 


| know that nothing is troubleſome to them, that 


tends 


gn $ 


— 


We P REFA CE. "0" 


that criticize upom it, T ſhall define Ma- 
trimony according to the Canomſts, to be 
a- facred Union of Man and Woman, not 


To be d Helved but by the Death of one of 
them. Matrimonium eſt viri & mulie- 


ris Conjunctio individuam vite Societa- 
tem continens. "oe 


This is the (d) 2 ani} maſt r 
State, Fung Hs 772 itution to the ſupreme 


. Author | 


8 to 1 * A 2 Child as it Jhould: he: And 
the ſecret Joys . Parents have in the Health and 
Well-doing of their Children, are impoſſible to be 
expreſs d, and can be comprehended only by them 
that have Children. Too many Peoples Pride indeed 
tramples upon natural Affection, and but too many 
others being married againſt their Conſent, ſhew 
little or no Concern for the Product of an abomi- 
nated Bed: But this is not an Argument that Ma- 
trimony is a State of Care and Trauble, tho it is 
certain they are unhappily married. I 
(4) Matrimony is ſo eſſential to the F elicity, 3 5 
1 that original Juſtice, and the quiet Poſſeſſion 
A the Univerſe, in the moſt glorious Condition it 
ever was in, could not make our firſt Parent abſo- 
lutely happy. God ſaid, It is not meet that. Man 
Jheuld be alone 's 1, will make bim an Helpmeet for 
Him, Gen. ii. 18. Be fruitful. and multiply, was 
an Injunction that anteceded the very Condition of 
his Felicity; and we read this dab Command 
before that great negative one: But of the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and E vil, thou ſhalt not eat , 
it : For in the my that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
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milies, — oy 8 1 — 


tas eſt in Con 


Marriage 1s. not ſolemniꝝ d in 75 ſame 


Manner every where, but the Rules and 


Laws of Marriages are more or leſs ſtrict, 
according to the Diverſity of Religion 
and Nations. Among the Chriſtians they 


are the moſt 


20 and FE Hul, allo (e) 
5 04 — 


ſarcly die) If in the ha of Innveence there wanit- | 
ed ſomething yet to make Adam perfectly happy: 


Doubtleſs we are more imperfect without it now, 


and as Woman was the Perfection of the Creation, 


the finiſhing Stroke of Nature, and Man's F ey 
ty, no Wonder if they arrogate {till ſome Thin 


extraordinary to themſelves by Virtue of fo anci : 


ent and illuſtrious a Charter. And indeed T be 


: Beve no Woman ever Bd, but was 10% at one By 
Time: or other. 
(e) Tis remarkable: chal in the Creation eds | 
was but one Woman, tho' after ſome Proceſs of 
Time, the Sons of Adam took ſeveral Wives, and 


even Concubines were not criminal. If our mo- 


dern Policy would permit it now, there would not 
| 1 ow nog W e State; for the 
1 reſtraining 


Jugio,, quod principium 
urbis, ſeminarium Republic. 


ftrift, when the greateſt Part 
of other Religions, to make Marriages 


more . 


A 


CCC 
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wing al the 4 e 


reſtraining us to one i Woman, and by the 


Tyranny of our Parents to that very individual one: 
we cannot endure, how can we avoid being miſe- 
rable? The Woman too being equa y ſenſible of 
this Reſtraint, and - unbiaſs'd; by her own Inclina- 
tion, receives the colder Offers of her Huſband's 
Love with Neglect, if not Contempt, and know- 
ing he cannot marry any where elſe, is very little 
ſollicitous of his Tranquility, and looks upon him 
as her Gaoler that ſhould be her Jewel. Whereas . 
on the other Hand, if. a Man had ſeyeral Wives, 
he muſt needs be ſo much che more happy, as they 
could not be fo refractory to his Pleaſure: For the 
Favour of the one would compenſate for the Un- 
kindneſs of the other, and the natural Vanity in 
Ne to deſire to be beloy'd, would reduce 
here to a Neceſſity of being obedient : 2 
76 aku to ſtudy how to pleaſe, and humour, 
— charms and engage the good Will of that Per- 
ſon whoſe Love might make them happy, and who 
could ſuffer but little by their Contempt. In the 
Multitude of Rivals the Huſband would find his 
Happineſs, every one with emulous Haſte would 
run to his Commands; and ſtrive for the Superio- 
rity in his Heart, which would be their Pride to 
poſſeſs, and his Delight for them to deſerve. As 
for the great End of Matrimony, which was the 
peopling the Face of the Earth, I believe few will 
deny, but four Wives will bring a Man more Chil-- 
_ than one alone can doo ä 
1 f. Nature has made us incident to no Malady 
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in the World, there is no Nation ſo bar-= 
 barous, as not to ſolemnize Marriage with 
eme Rites, Ceremonies, and publick Re- 
Joicings. 

This made the Author enquire and ob. 


ſerve what are uſed among the Chriſti- 
ans, Jews, Mahometans wy Idolaters, 
which make up the Four Religions that 
are known to the World. And as the 
Religion of the Jews is the moſt ancient, 
and God has been pleas'd in a peculiar 
Manner to honour them with the Name of 
bis Choſen People ; their Rites are firſt 
deſcribed in this ſmall T; reatiſe of Marri- 


age Ceremonies, which is here ſubmit- 
ted to the Judgment of the Candid Rea- 
der, and tis Hoe may be to hit Satiſ- 
fadiom. . THE 


but what ſhe has given us a meld for: And if 
there were not ſuch a Method as Divorcing, an 
unhappy Marriage would be a continued Miſery. 
The Liberty of Parting would make the Women 
more dutiful at leaſt, if it did not make the Men 
more indulgent. The N eceſſity and Compulſion 
of living together makes great Part of the Uneaſi- 
neſs: And where People are forc'd to marry, as 
but too frequently Pa. are, they will both of them 
deſire a Divorce, tho? neither of them are vicious 
enough to deſerve it. But tis certain, that if a 
Man might part from his Wife, ſhe would take 
more Care to avoid the Infamy of being repu- 
diated. | 


ett stsatatauge, 
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Weather, Enemies and Privateers, Diſeaſes and 


ns — SRCGIAINS ho — — a 
S ME: 


REMARKS 


5 Upon the Enſuing 


ARRI AGE being the (a) i 
Port, or Haven, at which moſt N 
1 of the Sons and Daughters of 
Eve defign to touch, ſooner or later; *tis 
no Wonder that People are univerſally * 

| _—_ _ Curious, 


(a) That is properly a Port where Ships ride 
at Anchor : Now, where the Cable. is nde long 
enough to reach the Bottom of the Deep, what 
wiſe Maſter will heave out his Anchor? Marriage 
will bear ſomewhat of Proportion with an ZEa/#- 
India Voyage, becauſe it is tedious, tho” it be be- 
neficial. You run ſeveral Riſques of Wind and 


Diſaſters, and all this to barter Commodity for 
Commodity, upon which the Neceſſity or Vanity 
of the Purchaſer only puts the Price. Of late tis 
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curious, to know how this (5) tickliſh Ce- 


remony is perform'd in other Countries. 


We find here at home that the firſt Place 
in the Common. Prayer-Book that young 
Maidens generally dip in, is the Service 
for Matrimony. I once knew a raw Girl 
that could readily make all the Reſponſes 
in that Office, before ſhe could foes to 
one Queſtion in her Catechiſm. Which 
occaſion'd her Father, who was a grave 


old Gentleman, to with that thoſe of her 
Sex would take as much Care to prepare 


themſelves for their latter, as for this 
their firſt End, for ſo it proves to moſt 
of them. 

It has been frequently ſaid that Marriage 
and Hanging go by Deſtiny, but for n 
Part, I am no Predeſtinarian z neither 401 

believe, 


[ 
become a Trade indeed, or Traffick : One gives 4 
away his Daughter to be choſen a Parliament- I 
an, another throws away his Son for a Place at 
ourt ; a third values nothing, if his Daughter 
can be but a Lady, and take Place of Alderman 


GripewelPs F amily. F 


(5). The firſt Notions we bive of Matrimony tl 
are tempting enough : Nature ſeems to plead m 
efy hard in Favour of it; but there is ſo much I If 
Deceit in both Sexes that it is very dubious, whe- I. 
ther we are diſappointed or not in our moſt allu- ge 
ring Expectations: And if we are baulk'd, it is eff 


A bitter Portion, and we are ſtung at laſt, tho ve; 
we were tickl'd at, firſt. Li 


7 . 
31 


believe, with the reſt of the World, that 
5 Matches are made in Heaven, any more 
oi than I believe that all Oxen are bought 
> and ſold there, before they come to Smith- - 


rl field Market. But tho? I am no Admirer 
of Deſtiny, as I ſaid before, yet I would 
72 not have any one infer from thence, that I 
25 believe there's no Manner of Reſemblance 
between Hanging and Marrying : For Hang- 
ing, with Reverence be it ſpoken, as well 
as Marrying, is perform'd by tying a (c) 
Knot, which Death only diſſolves, and then 
they agree too in this Particular, (which is 
more ſuitable to the Occaſion of the Book) 
Pre that all civiliz?d Countries in the World ob- 
5 ny ſerve different Faſhions in one no leſs than 
do 


the other. nes 
The Roman Catholicks make a Sacra- 

ment of Matrimony, and in conſequence of 
gives | fat Notion, pretend it confers Grace. The 
ment- | Proteſtant Divines don't carry Matters fo 


ace at B I OE high, 
ughte- © | : | 3 
erman (e) *Tis moſt certain that Death diſſolves the 

| Knot of Matrimony, but not of the Executioner, 
imony that he muſt do himſelf, or the poor Criminal 


plead may hang till he is Dead, Dead, Dead indeed. 
much If Death did not unty t his fatal Knot which our 
„ Whe- Tongues had ty'd; we ſhould be miſerable in- 
ſt allu- deed: Not but that ſome People would be leſs 
„it 5 effective in a Family, if they had been dead ne- 


t, tho 1 ſo long, than they are every Hour of their 
ves. | ; 5 * 


141 


high, but ſay this ought to be underſtood 
in a qualified Senſe, and that Marriage ſo 


far confers Grace, as generally ſpeaking it 


confers (d) Repentance, which every body 
knows is a Step to Grace. 


It muſt be confeſs'd on all Hands, that 
Marriage is the moſt ſerious Action that a 
Man can engage in, and therefore we ought 


to think of it, as we do of our latter End, 


with Fear and (e) Trembling. For this 


Reaſon, I cannot endure to hear People paſs 


their 1-natur?d vn upon ſo holy an Or- 


dinance. | 


( 4) No Man ſhould generally as to the 


Diladvanta e of a State of Life, becauſe he meets 


with a few Perſons, whoſe Want of Knowledge and 


Care have expos'd to ſome Inconveniencies. Every 
Man owes the Honour he pretends to, to this In- 


ſtitution, and thinks it an unpardonable Aﬀront to 


be call'd a Son of a Whore : He claims his Eſtate 
by the Legality of his Birth: And calls the Wo- 


man his own, becauſe he is married to her, nay, 


has an incommunicable Right to her: If ſome re- 


pent they are married, there is a conſiderable Num- 


ber repent they are not. | 
(e) Every Man muft die, but every Man . 


not marry; | why tremble at a diſtant Evil which 


lies generally in our Power to avoid? If a Man will 

not be trod on, he muſt keep out of the Crowd: 
If he will not be a Cuckold, he muſt continue fin- || - 
_ gle: If he will have a Wife, let him take her, and 


de content. Neighbours Children muſt have Neigh- 
bours Fare. 


J 
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dinance. If it is a Man's goed Fortune to 


meet with a good Wife, he ought to date 


his Happineſs in this World from that very 
Moment; and if ſhe proves not as he deſires, 
he ought to look over the Catalouge of his 
Sins, and interpret it as a (7) Viſitation, or 
at leaſt to take it patiently. For my Part 

commend me to that Gentleman, who hav- 

ing married a Lady of an extraordinary Ca- 
pacity, never complain'd of his Fate, nor made 


his Spouſe uneaſy, but honeſtly thank*d God. 


that. now he had a Hole to put his Head in. 
The Ladies that read this Book, will 
find ſufficient Reaſon to thank Providence, 
that they were born in ſo good natur'd an 
Idand as ours is, where the Preliminaries to- 
Marriage are nothing near ſo moroſe and 


ſevere, as they are in ſome Places in the 


World. To give an Inſtance of this, our 
Author tells us, among the Sabrians (a Sort 
of Mungril Chriſtians, that live on the 
Confines of Perſia next Turkey) the Parties 
meeting together at Church, the Miniſter makes 


_ the Bride ſtear before the Women, - that ſhe is 


a Virgin. As ill an Opinion as the World 


unjuſtly entertains of our Females, I am ve- 


D'3 BH. 


J) And the greateſt ſure that can be: And I. 
know no moral Crime deſerves ſo heavy and ſo laſt-- 
ing a Puniſhment, unleſs it be that of believing ill 
of Matrimony. 
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: [61]. 
Thouſand conſcientious Wives, within the 
Bills of Mortality, that would have loſt all, 


before they would have taken ſo raſh and 


inſnaring an Oath. How is it poſſible that 
a Woman ſhould poſitively ſwear to an (g) 


imaginary Thing, which may be loſt (the. 


Lord knows how) between ſleeping and 
waking? This Fam ſure of, that no Huſ- 
band was ever a Jot the ſecurer, for pre- 
ſcribing arbitrary: and unlawful Oaths. 

Let as great a Hard fhip as this may ſeem 
to be, it is nothing in Compariſon of what 


Hardſhips are practis*d in ſome Countries, 
even after the Nuptial Ceremonies are per- 


formed. Thus we find, That among the 
Greeks, if the Women find in the Bed the next 


Day any Signs of a loſt Virginity, they make a 


great Feaſt; but when that is wanting, they 
ſay nothing, the Bridegroom ſending back the 
Bride to her Relations and Friends, The 

y BIOS" ſame 


(e) Certainly a Maidenhead is not a fidtitious 


Point, and tho* many Men have been impos*d up- 


on, yet one that has convers'd a little with Anuato- 
my, would know that there was ſuch a Thing: 
And as poor an Opinion, as he has of the Fair 
Sex; if he were condemn'd to get all the Maiden- 
heads.in his own Pariſh, I fear he would petition 
to be bang'd firſt, _ bo FEY et Il 
(+) And why may not we Engliſb have as juſt 
g N Proceedings 


an honeſt Man? 


ef 

fame inhumane Cuſtom, i is likewiſe obſerv'd 
by the Perfians, as the Reader may ſee, by 
the Moors of Morocco ; the Inhabitants of- 
the Kingdom of Fez ; by thoſe of Algiers and 
Tunis; by the Spaniards h retain this Cu- 
tom from the Moors; and lately. by the Jews 
in Barbary, As for the latter don't wonder 
at it, to find ſuch an Uſage among them, 

becauſe they were a ſtiff-necked People, 
that was always demanding Signs and To- 
kens, nor among Infidels and Mabometans, 
but that any Chriſtians that are happily. 
freed from the Levitical Bondage, ſhould 
{till hanker after the old ſuperſtitious Lea- 
ven, is Matter of the greateſt Afſtoniſh- 
ment to me, I cannot but reflect witk 

Horrour, how many Ladies in England 
that now live comfortably with their Huſ- 
bands, and are bleſſed with a numerous If- 


| ſue, had been ſnamefully diſcarded and ſent 


home, if ever ſuch an unrighteous Faſhion 


as this had got Footing among us. It ſeems 


to argue a great deal of Cruelty in the Men, 
B 4 . 


Proceedings as other Countries? But after we 
have ventur'd to marry a young Woman upon the 


Report of her own Friends and Relations, and find 


her quite contrary to our modeſt Expectations, we 
have no Remedy but Patience, and Prudence to 
conceal their mutual Infamy. If a Women has 
anticipated her Parents Deſires, why impoſes upon 
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| + 
that they ſhould reliſh no Pleaſure but-what 
comes at the (i) Expence of their deareſt 


Conſorts. But it is my daily Prayer, that 


Providence will protect the free-born Wo- 
men of England, from ſuch bloody minded 
Huſbands. Ts 5 
But tho? the greateſt Part of the World, 
are ſo extravagantly fond of Virginity, yet 


we find there are ſome People that have o- 
ther Notions of Things. Our Author ac- 


quaints us, That when one of Conchin mar- 


ries, whoſoever he is, he may not lie with his 


Bride the firſt Night, but is obliged to give her 
1 4 Bramino, who lies with her, and that 
they believe this to be a (k) Favour, and a 


good Onien, I hope their Pariſhes in this 
Country are not of a large Extent, other- 


wiſe the Prieſt has more Work upon his 
Hands, than he will-go through with, un- 
leſs he keeps a Curate or two to relieve him, 
when Marriages come in thick. The Hol- 
ders-forth of our Conventicles, affect to be 
ps; th 2 thought 


(i) *Tis not fo great an Anguiſh, but it may 
be born with; none ever dy*d under the Operation, 
as ever I read of, and yet J have ſeen ſome hang'd 
for deflouring Children of five and ſix Years old. 

(+) The Cuſtom of the Country makes it not 
infamous to be prevented in the Virginity; and if. 
their Ignorance paſſes ſo far as to make it a Matter 
of Religion, the Prieſt I think has the worſt of the 
Lay, who ſtands obliged to conſecrate it. 


— — — . 2 — — 
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thought great Pains-takers, and really de- 
ſerve the Name, for their Bands will teſtify 
for them both in the Dog-days, and out of 
the Dog-days, that they ſweat exceedingly. 
But, alas! what is this, if conſider'd in 


the ſame Scales with the Drudgery, that 


theſe Prieſts undergo in their Miniſtry, I. 


have often wonder*d that the Popiſh Clergy. 


that ſtand up ſo ſtifly for the Divine Right 
of firſt Fruits, don't troop in Shoals to this 
Kingdom, when they voluntarily pay ſuch 
an extraordinary Tribute to the Church. 
Tis obſervable, that in moſt Countries 
of the World this Ceremony is perform'd 


by the Prieſthood, who, if they equally 


pretended to the Power of Loafing, as they 
do to that of Tying, they would have more 
Buſineſs upon their Hands than they could 
well diſpenſe with. Only in Turkey, marri- . 
ed People are joined together by the Cadey, 
or Civil Magiſtrate, and here in England in 
Oliver*s Time by a (1) Juſtice of 8 5 
DB: 5. r 


4 5 The Clergy 3 ſecur d every beneficial : | 
Office in their own Hands, and this ſame Thing Hp 


call'd Matrimony, being likely to laſt as long as 
Mankind, they ingroſs'd it at firſt. Not that there 
is any Reaſon- why I ſhould aſk the Prieſt leave to 
lie with a Woman, when ſhe and J are agreed to it, 


any more than my Neighbour. The Reaſon for 
Ceremony in my ing is evident, becauſe a Man 


may 


[ro] 


the Reaſon alledg'd for it then was, that 


none was ſo well qualified to marry others 
as he, who, by his Office was impower*d to 


lay People by the Heels, and put them into- 
the Stocks. 

As I have already taken Notice, Virginity 
is reckon*d ſo effential to Marriage in ſeve- 


ral Countries, that the poor Bride is inhu- 


manly diſmiſs'd, and ſent home to her Re- 


lations, if ſhe be found defective in that 
Particular; but, in this Author we ſhall 
find, that all the World is not of this Hu- 
mour. In Pegu, The King, and thoſe of the 
greateſt Quality, he not the firſl Night with 


their Wives, but admit others, and (m) pay 
them bountifully that will give themſelves the” 


Trouble. With all due Reſpe& to our Wo- 


men be it ſpoken, I humbly conceive that 
one Half, at leaſt, of the married Men 1 in 
| 4 984 this 


may prove a Villain, and run away from his Wife, 
and diſown her to her utter Deſtruction and Infamy: 
But God who knows the Heart ſtands not in Need 
of any ſuch Witneffes, and knows our mutual 
gagements without a Certificate. 


return it as 700 can, tho* if that were a Cuſtom 
amongſt us, I fancy they might have it at eaſy Rates 
enough, for we ſhould find more Volunteers for 


that War, than Preſs'd-Men OT the King's * 
France. 


I 
(m) Every Man that receives a Favour eught to to 
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this Kingdom, if they would peak their 
Minds freely, muſt do their Wives this Ju- 


ſtice, as to own that they ſav'd them this 


Porter's Drudgery, as a Monarch (not in- 
feriour to Solomon for Wiſdom) rightly 


call'd it. Our Neighbours of Scotlang be- 
fore they came to be civiliz'd, uſed to lie 


the firſt Night with the Bride, their Vaſſal, 
but now they have () flung up ſuch a trou- 


bleſome Piece of State, and make their Te- 


nants drudge for themſelves. 
We rail at the Church of Rome, and not 


without Reaſon, for exacting imp licit Obe⸗ 5 


dience from her Sons; but Nas! - what ſig- 
nifies it to take a few Articles upon the Cre- 


dit of the Prieſt 3 but to take a Wife, as our | 


Author tells us they do in Maſcovy, and o- 


ther Places, without ſeeing her once, 10 6 
knowing what Defekts ſhe may have, is 


ſomewhat hard _ the Subject. Heaven 
» 


-— : 


(2) Tis not that the Sach Na are « gow, | 


impotent or virtuous : - But the Practice of 
Chriſtian Church i is not conſiſtent with that Cu- 


ſtom. If in Pagu it was a Drudgery, here it was 
a Delight, and therefore chaleng d by tow Leige 


Lord. They never reſign'd this Rb but + the 
Church took it from em, as well as from us in 


England, where there are 211 Eſtates. with that 
Royalty. | 


7 


be praig'd, that here in Enplayd we are not 
forced to buy a Pig in a Poke; ' nay, there 
are ſome married Men in the World, that 
were as intimately acquainted with their 
Wives (0) before Marriage, as ever they 
were after. See now what it is to live un- 
der a Free Government, and to have Magna 
Charta on one's Side. 
To conclude theſe Reflections, it is my 
| hearty Advice, That all unmarried Perſons 
would chuſe themſelves proper Spouſes by 
the firſt Opportunity, in order to recruit 
thoſe Numbers that have been deſtroy'd in 
the Wars, and not ſuffer their Talents to 
lie buried in a Napkin; for which they 
muſt ſeverely anſwer one Day. And as for 
thoſe that are married, the beſt Way they 
can take, as I preſume, is to live as eaſy as 
| they @2 can, os IANS the Council of 


Hebſon, 
G@ It is apparent from this, that after Trial of 


eachother they lik'd one the other; and as a Man 
| could have it but once, what matters it to the 


World, when they agree to take it, or loſe it. 


The Man was honeſt, and the Woman venture- 
ſom : But ſhe knew, that he that ſaw the Pattern, 
would be ſure to buy the whole Piece. 8 

Y Since we. can't divine, what Pain or Plea- 
fure Providence has in ſtore for us; we ought to - 
make oe" Matrimonial Yoke as Uttle * to 


* 


„ 
Hobſon, the Carri rier, ſo. to manage them- 


End.” as not to tire before thelr Journey's 
End N 


us, as poſſibly we can, nin we met not, but 
with Intentions of conſtituting each other's Felici- 

ö ty, in Part at leaſt, we muſt prudently allow for 

5 being but bare Men, and the unhappy Sons of A 
dam, and therefore in all the Paſſages of our Lives, 
very far from Angels. But this I dare re to 
advance, that while we kick and ſtruggle in the 

Harneſs; we make the * 10 much the 
more troubleſom. 
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PART 4 


The Rites obſerved in the Marriages of 
a vis and Chriſtians. 
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Cnar. L The Rites —_ by the lere. 


H E Jews ordinarily marry their 
Sons at Eighteen Tears of Age, 
according to the Laws of the 7 al 
mud, and ſometimes ſooner to prevent (a) 
Incontinency their Daughters may be "id | 
ried . 


(a) In the, Pactiminarite to Martiages. even a- 5 
mongſt Chriſtians, it is ſet down in the ſecond Place, 
and therefore may be preſum'd, neither the leaſt 
nor laſt Reaſon for ſuch a tender Correſpondency 

as ſhould 8 between * and Wife, Since Na- 
ture 


1 
ried as ſoon as they have compleated (#) 
Twelve Years and a Day. AIRED 
When the Marriage of two Perſons is a- 

-greed, many of the Fews both young and. 

old ger together in ſome covered Place, 

where the younger take ever one in their 

Hands an Earthen Veſſel, The Marriage 

Contract is audibly read, and Notice given 

of the Day of Marriage, and it is alſo de- 
clared that the Party which ſhall not ſtand 

to what is agreed, ſhall pay the other ſo 

much as is concerted betwixt them. After- 

J wards they wiſh all Happineſs to one ano- 

= ther, and then the young Jes throw their 

bt 8 Veſſels 


ture has given us Appetites, ſhe has provided ſafe, 
lawful and. agreeable Means of ſatisfying em; and 
to engage us the more readily, ſne has made em 
[ equally honourable and convenient. : 
5), So early a diſpoſing of their Daughters, had 
_ doubtleſs an Eye to the Neceſſity of preventing 
thoſe unhappy Miſcarriages, which preceed from. 
forward Deſires, and irregular Affections. For at 
thoſe tender Years, they can hardly be preſum'd 
to have Prudence, Precaution, Carefulneſs, Diſ- 
cretion, or Acquaintance enough with the Aﬀairs 
of the World, to be a wiſe Aﬀiſtant to a Man in 
the more weighty Occurrences of his Life; yet the 
ews indulg'd it through fear of more deplorable 
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Veſſels (c) on the Ground, concluding the 


breaking of them foretels good Fortune and 


Plenty. When they go away, there is one 


at the Door, that gives every one a Glaſs of 


Wine to drink, and ſometimes Confits. 


He that is to bleſs the Marriage takes a 1 
Glaſs of Wine, which he (4) bleſſes, and 


3 taſted it, gives it to the married 
Couple 


broad for (e) eight Days, during which ma- 
ny 


(c) T ſhould rather imagine that this Ceremony 
of carrying Earthen Veſſels. and breaking them, 
was an Emblem of the Frailty of our mere world- 
ly Delights and Purpoſes; and that the daſhing of 
them was not a Prognoſtication of their future Fe- 
licity, but a Sort of Imprecation, that whoever of 
them ſhould violate or break their Troth fo ſolemn- 


ly plighted in the Preſence of God, and the Con- 


gregation, ſhould be ſo rended to Pieces by the 
Cares and Anxieties of the World, and- the juſt: 
Vengeance of Heaven, and. be as vile in the Eyes 
of all good Men, as the uſeleſs Shreds of thoſe 
Earthen Veſſels. N 

(d) The Blefling of the Wine is a grateful Ac- 
knowledgment that we owe all our Plenty to our 
Maker's Bounty; and to ſhew us while we do our 
Duty che arfully, we may depend upon his proſper- 
ing all our Undertakings. = 55 
(e) The eus were always full of their Super- 
ſtitious Ceremonies and Rites, which their Poli 


and Perverſneſs had crowded into the Number of 


thoſe, 


to drink, who afterwards go not a- 
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ny young Men viſit the Huſband to divert 
him, and be merry with him. 

The Woman is obliged to waſh her, ſelf 
in cold Water the Day before the Marche, 
and ſhe is put into a Bath by the Women, 
who make agreat Noiſe, that every one may 
know ſhe is to be a Bride. Many of theſe 
Women ſing and dance in her Preſence, but 
that Levity is not approved among thoſe in 
Years. The Bridegroom ſends to \ the Bride 
the Matrimonial Cincture, or Girdle, with a 
Gold Buckle, the Bride ſends the like to him 
only with this Difference, that the Buckle is 
(f) Silver. 

The Wedding-day, the Bride is dreſsd 
: acobrding to her Condftion, i. e. as richly. 

as 


thoſe, which they had the expreſs Commis of = 
God for: What was their Drift by continuing 
them thus formally Priſoners for eight Days in their 
own Houſe, I cannot unravel, unleſs to prevent 
_ their Familiarity with other Perſons, which might 
lay a Foundation of Jealouſy, the worſt Weed that 
ever ſprung up in Matrimony. 
(f) I would not be thought malicious in ſtarting 
a Queſtion here, whether from the Inequality of 
their Preſents, the Man does not do the Woman 
more Honour in taking her to be his Wife, than 
ſhe does the Man in admitting him to be her Lord 
and Maſter : Much leſs will I ſay it determines the 
fictitious Diſpute between Jupiter and Juno, and 
that the Woman in the moſt endearing Concerns 
of Love, receives more ample Joy _ ſhe confers. 


-erns 
ers. 


"—Y 


as ſhe can, alter the Faſhions of the Coun» 


try; then ſhe is conducted by Women W 


ſing before her into a Chamber where her 
Head is dreſſed very finely, while other 
Women (g) ſing and dance in her Preſence, 


to make her chearful, they eſteeming theſe 
Ceremonies very acceptable to God, When 
the Huſband is to receive the Benediction 
publickly, four young Men carry a Canopy 
into ſome publick Place, or Garden, where 
the Solemnity is to be performed. 

The Bridegroom accompanied with his 


Friends, and the Bride on the other fide 


with many Women, and Inſtruments of 


| Muſick, meet under the Canopy, and eve- 
ry one ſays, Bleſſed be be that cometh : The 


Bridegroom walks three Times round his 


Bride, and takes her by the Hand, ther 
the Company throw (+) Corn upon them 


with that ſaying in the 3 Phraſe z 
Creſcite & is ncreaſe and 
. | In 


(e) Muſick, and Siding, and Dancing, and 
ſuch like Marks of Joy, are to divert the new mar- 
ried Couple from any too deep and ſerious Reflecti- 


ons upon what is ſo near doing, and if done, not 


to be undone, for ſuch ſullen Damps upon their 
Spirits, might be look'd upen as unhappy Omens. 

(5) This Strewing of Corn upon their Heads, 
was to betoken their worldly Encreafe in Children 
and Subſtance ; and doubtleſs was the Origin of our 


Bride Cakes among the Chriſtians. 


[ 20 } 
In fome Places with Corn, they throw 
alſo: Money, which the poorer Fews pick: 
During this Ceremony, the Bride 
holds the Bridegroom by the Right-hand, 
and it is neceſſary ſhe turn her Face to the 
South, for the Rabbies have left this writ in 
the Talmud ; That if the Bed be ſo placed 
as to look to the (i) South, there ſhall be 
many Children, Fhe Rabbi which joins. _ 
them takes a Glaſs of Wine, and rehear-- 
ſing the Prayers that are in the Mabzor, 
after he has taſted gives to the married 
Couple to drink. If the Bride be a Virgin, 
he gives her a narrow Glaſs, if a Widow, 
one (&) wide, and the Rabbi receiving from 
the Bridegroom a Gold plain Ring, calls. 
ſome Witneſſes, and ſhewing it to them, 
aſks if it be Sold. Then he puts it on the 
Bride's ſecond Finger, and reads aloud the 
Contra& of Marriage ; after takes another 
Glaſs full of Wine, and giving Thanks to 
God that the new married Couple have 
plighted their Troth, he gives it them to 
drink. again: The Bridegroom having 
= drunk, 


(i) This is a practical Quibble. upon the genial. 
Heat of the Meridian Sun, as if it promis'd a Power 
in Procreation. 

(#)- This is ſuch another Pun, as.the Poſition of. 
the Bridal Bed; but ſomewhat. more FI and . 
luſcious. 
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drunk, caſts the Glaſs with all his Force 
againſt the Wall, or Ground, that it 

-break, in Memory. of the (4) Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem. In ſome Places they lay Aſhes 


on the Bridegroom's Head in Memory of 


the Temple burnt, and for this very Cauſe, 
he wears a black Cap on his Teady as they 


do who are in Mourning. 


The Bride has a black Cap too on her 
Head, to ſhew they are both afflicted for 
the Deſtruction of the 7 emple, even in their 
greateſt Rejoicings. The married Couple 
are led to a Banquet, where being ſat, the 
Bridegtoom is obliged to ſing a long Prayer 
the beſt he can, and at the ſame Time, an 
588 * and an (m) Hen dreſs'd are ſet E 


(1) Wife Men will not let their Joys be too ex- 
ceſſive, for that ſhews a Levity of Temper very 


unbeſeeming the holy Ceremonies they are about; 


beſides overmuch Laughter is not ſo much an In- 
dication of Felicity as Folly: And nothing. can bring 
ſo ready a Check to our ſwelling Mirth and Ala- 
crity, as a ſerious Remembrance of our Diſobedi- 


ence, and God's Judgments. 


(m) Eggs are alimentitious, and denote 2 pro- 
lifick Quality. The Hen may give too many of 
our Modern Wives tq underſtand, that a married 
Woman ſhould be careful, loving, induſtrious, no 
Gadder abroad, but with Intentions of wa” Trang 
ting her Family Affairs in lawful Ways, n 

| — 
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fore the Bride, He preſents her a ſmall 
Piece of this Hen, and preſently the Gueſts, 
as well Men as Women, ſcramble for the 
reſt, and tear it in Pieces with their Hands, 
whoever gets the greateſt Share is reputed 
the moſt fortunate of the Company; fo 
they ſnatch from one another with Out-cries 

to make the new married merry. As for 

the Egg, which is raw, it is thrown in ſome 
one's Face, and if there happen to be a (u) 

Chriftian preſent, he is not ſpared. This 
Egg is preſented firſt to the Bride, that it 

may be ominous for her bearing Children, 
as eaſily as the Hen her Eggs. After theſe 
Diverſions, the Table is ſpread with good 

Meat, and then they forget the (o) Temple 


and 


for her young Brood with indefatigable Pains, and 
when they are duly fed, to cheriſh, ſuccour and 
defend them; Nurſing their Children, being more 
eſpecially the Province of the Women. | 
(n) Differences in Religion always leaves a Bit- 
terneſs of Contempt upon the Parties, when they 
meet together, and no Ceremonies are ſo holy in 
themſelves ; but this Animoſity will burſt out even 
at the Horns of the Altar. | 
(o) We are generally more Maſters of our ſelves. 
in the Beginning of our Entertainments, than when 
the Wine and Converſation has added freſh Fire 
to the boiling Blood: We firſt forget Religion o- 
ver the Variety of our Cups, as if the Multitude 


or 
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* Feruſalem. When they have eat, they 
dance the Wedding Dance, inſtituted (as 


they ſay) by God himſelf, The moſt ho- 
Hourable . Perſon takes the Bridegroom by 


the Hand, he another, and ſo the reſt, till 
they all join in the Dance. The chiefeſt a- 
mong the Women likewiſe takes the Bride, 
and they join as the Men, ſo that the Dance 


is very long and confuſed. The Wedding 


continues ſometimes eight Days, but it is 


expreſly (p) forbid the Fews to invite any 


Chriftian, becauſe they believe the good 


Angels flee their Company, and that the 
bad ones follow them. 


or Magnitude of our r Bleflings made us leſs indebted 
to the bountiſul Hand that beſtows em; and no 
Wonder if we forget ourſelves, after we 8 ſo 
ungratefully forgotten God. 

(p) That mighty Antipathy between Few and 
Chri/tian, keeps them always at an equal Diſtance 
and Variance at the Bottom of their Hearts: And 
tho” they could not but think their Temple defil'd 
by the Company of Chri/tians formerly, and in 


ſome Manner ftill: Yet their Policy does admit of 


Chriſtians at their Weddings, as being ſo many 
Witneſſes of the. Legitimacy of their Children, 


which would be ſometimes unhappily call'd in Que- 


ſtion after their Parents Deceaſe. However, moſt 


of the Rites are Innovations, by the more modern 


Jews: For in the Beginning they ſent, and took 
thema Wite, aut went into her, Ss: 
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The 8 uſed in the Mar- 


riages of CHRISTIAN S. 


nc. 


© OHA... 

The Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of the Ro- 
maaan Catholicks, 

P* Lic AM. (o) or the Uſe of ma- 


ny Wives, is common amongſt the 
X Infidels, but ſo ſtrickly forbid the 


Chriſtians, 


(a) Tho? Polygamy was indulg'd the Fews to a 
very wonderful Number, Solomon having no leſs 
than 700, to which great Privilege we muſt add 
that of Concubines, whereof he had 300; yet' tis 
remarkable, that till the ſixth Generation from 
Adam, we do not meet with one ſingle Inſtance of 

it: For it is ſaid pathetically, that Lamech took un- 
to him two Wives. However, if it were a Sin in 
itſelf, God would have reprehended David for it, 


in other Terms than Nathan did in the Affair of 


Uriah, where the Prophet enumerates it as a ſignal 
Bounty of God to him, that he gave him his Ma- 
ſter's Houſe, and his Mafter's Wives into his Bo- 
ſom; therefore if it had been heinous, God would 
not have tolerated it as he did. ke 


one Wife, don't he deſerve to be hang'd for A Fool, 


1 Es Dh 


Chriſtians, that they can have only (B) c one 
Wife on Pain of Death, and ſhe they muſt 
marry in the Church, and before the Pariſh 
Prieſt or Curate. All other Marriages con- 
tracted are declar*d invalid and clandeſtine, 
and the Iſſue eſteemed Baſtards, and alſo 
diſabled Succeſſion. 


been preſcribed by Councils. That of Trent, 
for the preventing Abuſes, annuls all Mar- 
riazes not ſolemnized before the (c) Pariſh 
Prieſt of one of the Parties, and therefore 
according to the Decrees of the Roman 
Church, as ſoon as they have reſolved 2 
Marriage, the Prieſts of thoſe Churches to 
which the Pariſh belongs are obliged to 
make ( 4) Publication three Sundays, or 
C 


F Feaſts 


(b) Since a wife Man finds his Hands full, and. 
his Heart full; his Head full, and his Houſe full of 


that will be troubled with two ? 

(c) *Tis not that one Prieſt is more efficacious 
than another, or ties the eafier Knot; but ' tis to 
ſecure ſo much Perquiſite to their Cure. | 

(4) Publication is of extraordinary Benefit and 
Security to the Parties: For by theſe Means many 
Marriages may be prevented, which are very un- 
reaſonably concluded on by all Parties: The Daugh- 
ter engag d on one Hand, the young Man on the 
. and this Inconveniency not being diſcover'd 
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The Ceremonies in 
the Marriages of the Church of Rome have 
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Feaſts next enſuing, 
having Notice of the intended Marriage, 
may declare to the Prieſt, if they know it, 
any lawful Impediment. 

When no Cauſe appears to hinder the 
Marriage, they are both taken by their Pa- 
rents to the Bride's Pariſh Church, where 
they mutually promiſe Marriage before the 
Prieſt, who aſks if they are content to be 
married, and if not ingaged before to others. 


This Ceremony is only a Preparation, and 


a Pledge to receive the Sacrament of Mar- 
riage, for which no one can be releaſed but 
in the Biſhop's Court, which condemns ei- 
ther Party in Coſts and Damages, and to a 
Fine, that will depart from it. 

In ſome Biſhopricks after the Marriage is 
reſolved, they make ſolemn Promiſes be- 
fore the Publication in the Church. 

The Day before the Marriage, the be- 
trothed after Confeſſion go to receive the 
Communion, and the Day following are 

conduct- 


till tis no longer to be remedied, how many Miſe- 
ries does it create to both Families, But Pride 
and Covetouſneſs has kick'd it quite out of the Com- 
mon Practice amongſt the Nobility and Gentry, 
nay, and- even the inferior Ranks of Mankind : It 
being a Sort of a Reproach to the married Couple, 
not to be able to buy a Licenſe : Tho' the. Papiſts 
reckoning Matrimony a Sacrament, are pretty re- 
" galar in their Adminiſtring 1', 


that all the Pariſhioners 
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condited to Church, Set ai Prieſt 


when he has aſked their Names and Sur- 


names, demands of them if they are con- 
tent to be married, if they have made no 
ſolemn Vow or Promiſe of Marrrage to o- 
thers, if they engage to love and live faith- 
fully to each other? When all theſe Queſti- 
ons are anſwer'd in the Affirmative, he 
bleſſes the Ring and thirteen Pieces of Mo- 


ney, which he gives to the Bridegroom. 
The Bridegroom firſt puts the Ring on 


the fourth Finger of the Bride, ſaying, 
with the Prieſt, Viib this Ring I thee wed, 


and then giving her the Money, goes on, 


With my Goods I thee endow , ſhe anſwers 
with Gras Complement directed in the Ce- 
remonial, and afterwards the Prieſt takes 
them by their Hands, ſaying to them, Et 
5 conjungo vos in nomine Patris, & Filii, 

Spiritus Sancti, Amen. After which he 


ſprinkles them, and all the Company Pun 


Holy Water, 
After the Nuptial Benediction, the new... 


married aſſiſt at the Holy CHEAT wb of the 
Maſs, each holding a lighted (e) Candle 
C 


2 "ET with 
(e) The ris) Catholicks Nalin added; this Ce- 


remony to the Number of their Sacraments, have 


iNuftrated it with a great many Formalities anſwer- 
able to the reſt of the Trumpery of their Church; 


and have made it decent enough, if they would but 
throw by the * ; F 


1 


with which they go to kiſs the Crucifix, and 


preſent Bread and Wine to the Prieſt, ac- 
cording to the ancient Uſage of the Church. 
If they were never married before, two of 


their neareſt Relations holds a Cloth over 


their Heads while the Prieſt recites . 
Prayers. | 


When the Maſs is ended, the Prieſt | pre- 
ſents the Church Regiſter to the new mar- 


ried, that they may ſubſcribe the Act of 


Matrimony which he has drawn up; after 
that, they all return in the Order they 


came. At Night, before they go to Bed, 


the Prieſt bleſſes the Bed it ſelf et 


they are to (F) conſummate their Matrimo- 


In moſt Parts of Itahy, the Marriage Con- 


tract is not made in the Church, but only 
before the Prieſt; then making the ofual 


Publications, they are married at Noon with 


great Ceremony, or before Sun riſe, with- 
out Pomp or any Ceremony, the Bride being 


led ro Church by her own Father, if * 
or r her next Relation. 


When 


(Y). Notwithſtanding the Prieſt's Goodneſs and 
Care in conſecrating the Nuptial Beds, I am of 
Opinion it makes the Sheets neꝰ er a whit the ſmoo- 
ther, or the tumbling of them more prolifick, or 
their Content more continual. 
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When a noble Yenetian marries, a Day is 
appointed for giving the Ring to the Bride, 
whom they call the new married Wife, and 
the Function is performed in her Houſe in 
the Preſence of many other Nobles, their 
Relations and Friends that come thither, and 
are invited to an Entertainment. After 
this, they formerly uſed to let the Bride be 
ſeen uncovered in a Gondola, adorned with: 
the richeſt Jewels, but now ſhe is to be ſeen- 
in the Corſo, and in publick Places with o- 


ther Ladies, her Face cover'd with a Veil, 


and led by the (g) Bridegroom, who may be 
freely with her in her Houſe, and then they 
receive the Sacrament at Church, and ſo 
conſummate the Matrimony; when the 
Bride's Houſe is open, and they have danc- 
ing the greateſt Part of the Night. 
e The 
(g) There are too many People whoſe Acquain- 
tance with the Genius of their own Countr 
makes them not expoſe their Women to ſuch pub- 
lick View, asothers their Neighbours do ; nd by 
this Reſtraint tempt more of them to be wicked, 
than peradventure would be ſo ; if bred up with a 
more indulgent, and leſs cenſorious Hand. And 
tho* they know they ſeldom let ſlip an Opportunity 
of being kind, yet under theſe Circumſtances they 
will truſt them together : Becauſe, if a Man would 
endeavour any uncommon Freedom, he is ſure to 
be ſtabb*'d. Not, but that the Woman too may 


reſtrain herſelf a little, rather than hazard the Con- ; 
veniencies of her Cloak. . 


E 30 If 

The Sicilians uſed heretofore to make 
the Contract, and receive the Nuptial Be- 
nediction in their own Houſes, and only re- 
ceived the Sacrament at the Death of one of 
them, but that is forbid by the Council of 
Trent; the Brides likewiſe went on Horſe- 
back through the City in great Pomp and 
Train, but that Cuſtom is laid aſide ſince 
the Invention of Coaches. Now after the 
Articles of Marriage are ſigned, the Bride- 
groom may converſe freely with his Bride, 
and ſometimes they live many Years in the 
State of (4) Matrimony without the Offices 
of the Church. At the Marriages of the 
Country People they dance very much, and 
there is always a great Number of Gueſts, 
Relations and others, for they are obliged 
to regale the new married, when they have 
| been entertained three Times. Their Feaſts. 

are with bak*d Meats and Rice-milk, 


I 3 


(5) The Hollanders do ſo many Times; and 
have ſeveral Children before they paſs through the 
Formalities of the Church; nay, defer it ſometimes 
till the very Inſtant of Death: And the Children 
born in luch Familiarity and Cohabitation are every 
where look'd upon, and inherit as legitimate: So 
that the Benediction of the Prieſtly Function is 
not thought indiſpenſably neceſſary to the making 
ſuch a Commerce not criminal: Tho' in other 
Places they have wheedled Mankind into ſuch a 
Belief, | 
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In France the Bridegroom, attended by 


his Relations and Friends, goes to wait up- 


on the Bride at her Houſe, to conduct her 
to Church. He goes firſt betwixt two of 
his Kindred, and is followed by all the: 


young Men, who walk two and two toge- 
ther, the married Men preceding in the Ce- 


remony, The Bride comes after dreſs'd in 
her beſt Apparel, having on her Head a 
little Crown of white Flowers, or Pearls,. 
and in ſome Places 'they appear with their 
Heads bare, and their Hair hanging down. 
Two of her neareſt Kindred lead her by the 
Hand, and ſhe is followed by all the Maid- 
ens invited to the Wedding, in the ſame 


Order as the young Men before, every one 


having a little Crown like to that of the 
Bride. All the other Women then follow 


1 according to the Nearneſs of their Relation, 


and the Proceſſion ends with a Servant of the 
Bridegroom, or Bride, who carries the Bread 
in one Hand, and the Wine in the other, 
which the new married are obliged to pre- 
ſent in the Church. They return then from 
the Church in the ſame Order they went, on- 
ly they mutually change thoſe who lead |: 


them thither.. 


In ſome Provinces, as ſoon as they are 
returned home from Church, they have an 
Entertainment, and all thats: Kindred,. 

'© 4 Friends,. 
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Friends, and Gueſts bring their 0 Preſents, 
and lay them in a large Baſin that ſtands 
before the new married People, the Vio- 
lins and other muſical Inſtruments play- 
ing briſkly; in others, they make their 
' Preſents the Day after the Marriage, and 1n 
ſome again 1t 1s not cuſtomary to preſent at 
all. 

he toon) ſits not down to the En- 
tertainment with his Friends, but ſtands be- 
hind the Bride, whois in the moſt honour- 
able Place, he being obliged to ſerve her, 
and ſee every thing accommodated for her 
in the beſt Diſpoſition and Order. After the 
Feaſt he leads her to dance, the young Men 
and the Maidens continue dancing, while 
the married Men and Women after a con- 
venient Time attend the new married Cou- 
ple to the Chamber where they are to lie. 


"The 


(i) This | is more griely followed by ſome of 
private Capacities, and it is only a ſordid Way of 
icking up the common Charges of the Wedding 
eaſt: For no Relation or Acquaintance will refuſe 
to make his perſonal Appearance at ſuch a critical 
Juncture; for it would not only look niggardly 
and pittifully in them; but give the ſame Handle 
to all the Company to refuſe them coming, when 
they either married themſelves, or any of their 
Friends; *tis a compendious Way of knowing 
what you have to truſt to on both Sides. 
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The Bride uſes ſome (k) Entreaty before ſhe 


ſuffers her ſelf to be undreſs'd, but after a 
little Reſiſtance, pretending to ſubmit to 


Force, is delivered over to the Bridegroom 


to conſummate the Marriage, and to gain, 
as they call it, her Dowry : In ſome Places 
the poor Bride has not the Liberty to go to 
Bed when ſhe pleafes, becauſe they teaze 
her firſt very much, and oftentimes after 


ſhe has been lead about all (/) Night, they 
give her in the Morning to her Bridegroom, 


who pays 8882 Money t to the Bride-men for 
her. 


The next Day the new marfied receive 


the Complements of all their Relations and 
Friends, and likewiſe of their Neighbours, 


1 What a formal Piece of Hypocriſy i is this to 


trifle away Time in, retarding what peradventure | 


ſhe only married for. 
(2) This is a good reaſonable Practice; becauſe 


the hunting the Woman down takes from her 
natural Vigor, and makes the Man a more equal 


Champion in the Liſts. In ſome Parts of France, 


the Bride and Bridegroom are put to Bed, and loox 


up while the Company dance, and after they have 
been in Bed about two Hours, the Company re- 


enters with a Sack-Pofſet or Hypocras, and all 


ſitting round the Bed, drink and laugh, and joke 
with the new married Couple: And this is done 


out of Complacency to the Man, to get him a 
Breathing- while. 


— 


— 
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to whom it is cuſtomary to, make ſome En- 
tertaiment. At Paris the Bride receives the 
Viſits dreſs'd, and upon her Bed, and by 
Candle Light only ; but now the greater 
Part of Perſons of Quality there, privately 
marry in the Night, and without any Cere- 
mony. 

The Spaniards (m) uſe in a manner the 
ſame Rites as the French and Lalians, but 
have beſides a Cuſtom which they retain 
from the Moors, who were a long Time 
Maſters of their Country, to expoſe to View 
the Morning after the Marriage, out of a 
Balcony or Window, the Sheets in which 
the new married lay to teſtify the Bride's 
e calling it in their Language, Ze 
„ ee de 2 Muc ber. | 
| _ Formerly 


(n) As the Spaniard is is a very tenacious Man of 
whatever is a Cuſtom; ſo we cannot wonder much, 
if he is proud of theſe Spoil, and expoſes the Tro- 
phies, theſe Enſigns of his Fortitude, nor can I 
call them indecent neither, becauſe it was a Law of 
Meſes, and therefore from God himſelf. But ſince 
there is no longer that Obligation of keeping their 
Tribes entire; the Spaniard I ſhould - think might 
wave this undelightful Spectacle; for admitting, 
the worft, there is n6t more Difficulty for a Wo- | 
man counterfeiting this than her Maiden-head: 
So that this Oſtentation is nof a Proof of the Wo- 
man's Virginity, tho' it is doubtlef a great one of 
the Mens Vanity. 


thoſe of their own: Nation, to keep 
ſelves (u) free from the Intereſts of other 
They married not their Daugh- / 


EF 
Formerly the Germans married- none but 
them- 


People. 
ters till arriv*d to a competent Age, and their 


young Men were backward enough in their 


Amours, from whence it came that the 
Children of two grown Perſons, and ſtrong 
in their perfect Age, were large and robuſt. 


They obſerve ſtill not to marry their Sons, 


but to Women that are luſty, vigorous, 
and likely to breed Children well. 


The 


Rires and Ceremonies of their Marfiages, 


are like thoſe of other Nations in Europe, 


Only they have this Singular among them, 4 


that the young Women. which are marriage 
able, wear at the Marriages of their Com- 
panions, Crowns of Gold or Flowers, which 
are not uſed by others. All the Gueſts: 
make ſome Preſent of a Jewel or Money, 
either Gold or Silver, which Offerings are 
put into a Baſin, ſer near the Bride, Who 


firs 


670 If they kept themſelves free from the Inte- 
reſts of their Neighbours, they likewiſe depriv*d 
themſelves of the Be 
being forc'd thus to marry. amongſt themſelves, a 
young Man had not ſo much room to puſh his 1 5 5 


* 
— 


nefit of their Friendſhip. And 


. 


tune, but was oblig'd to marry into duch and ſuci 


a Family: And to make ſome Sort of Amends, ä 
they ſneakingly expected a Preſent ſrom all their 


Relations, as _ Part of the French do. 
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| its among the Women at Table, and this 
is always attended with ſome Words of Ex- 
cuſe. There are alſo ſome free Marriages, 

- where rich Perſons are all the Expence, and; 
others, where every one pays for himſelf, 
and theſe Entertainments laſt at leaſt three 
Days, during which Time, the new marri- 
ed are attended by great Numbers of Per- 
ſons, infomuch that an Artiſan ſhall have 
oft-times more than Sixty of his own Rank 
that ſhall bear him Company, for the more 
he has, the greater Reputation it gives him. 
Perſons of Honour and Quality uſe to give 
the next Morning after the Conſummation 
of the Marriage, their Bride a Chain of (o) 
Gold, or ſome other Jewel, in Recompence 
for her loſt Virginity, and this Regale or 


Preſent is calPd Morgengal, becauſe and: ; 
give it as ſoon as they riſe. 


If 


(o The Fondnefs of 2 Men laid the Foun- 
dation for the Slineſs of ſome Women, to exact 
what they had not a juſtifiable Title to. And one 
thinking himſelf under a Neceſlity of following ſuch 
a prejudicial Example, rather than have his Ho- 
nour or Affection calPd in Queſtion, it is now 
ſo eſtabliſh'd a Practice, that what with one Pre- 
ſent or other, the Woman has half her own For- 

tune back again in ſix Weeks after ſhe married. 
In the Beginning *twas not ſo, for Women had al- 
ways Portions, but never Jointures *till of late, 
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If any Woman marries a Man after ſhe' 
has been enjoyed by him, ſhe goes early to 
Church without any Muſick, and ſome- 
times, eſpecially in the Country, all the 
Neighbours having Crowns of Straw, ac- 
company her and the Bridegroom toChurch, 
In many Places the Bride is obliged to re- 
nounce all the Rights of her Family, which 


is done by throwing Straw into her Parents 


Houſe ; and if the Bride cries not when ſhe 


is married; that gives Suſpicion of her Cha- 


ſtity 3 ſo to prevent ſuch-a Cenſure, many 
uſe Art to make Tears come, 


The Pranconians obſerve in their Marri- 


ages to have the Bridegroom walk betwixt 


two Perſons, Drums and Trumpets going 
before, and the Relations and Friends fol- 
low him two and two to the Door of the 


Church, where they ſtay and wait the Com- 
ing of the Bride; before whom ſome Sing- 

ers walk with many Maidens, and after her 
follow a great Number of Women wearing 
long Mantles of black Cloth, which are 


faſtened about their Necks by Silver But- 


tons, and contract Marriage in the Preſence 


of the Prieſts according to the Ulage of the 
Roman Church. 
In Poland, and eſpecially in the Ccun- 
tries of Prufi ia, Samogitia and Lithuania, 
the young Women do not marry before 
the Age of twenty-four TERS or at leaſt 


1 


1387 
not before they have wrought with their 
(p) own Hands Cloth and.Garments to pre- 
ſent every one that attends the Bridegroom 
to Church. When the Father ſeeks a Wife 
for his Son, he conſiders neither Beauty nor 
Fortune, but only her (q) Manners, . whe- 
ther ſhe. be of an agreeable Age, if ſhe has 
a Body likely to conceive and bear Chil- 
dren. Having found ſuch an one, ſhe is 
taken away by ſome of the Bridegroom's 
Kindred, after which they apply for the 


Father's Conſent to compleat the Marriage. 
Theſe 


(p) How unhappy would the En oli Ladies: be, 8 
if Aae to ſo ſevere Work by theſe Pagan Inſtitu- 
. tions ; not marry till twenty-four Years of Age? 
Why we have many that are Grandmothers at 
that Age: And not to marry *till they had 
wrought ſo much Cloth, this is- more execrable 
than tC'other ; we ſhould not have ten Women mar- 
ried in England in four and twenty Generations, 
tho? only the Bridegroom's Brothers went with: 
him. 


(9 We ſhould not have ſo many "Row 1 th | 
Trials and Divorces, if our Parents would be thus 
wiſe, to incourage us to love Virtue, and the inward. 
Riches of the Mind; and value a Woman for her 
Goodneſs, not her Each That met Beau- 
ty is a good Accident in a Wife, not always mate- 
rial; for a nice Appetite ſhews a weak Stomach, 
tharkfore 5 is it that we are 10 effeminate, we muſt 
have Sauce. 


— 
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Theſe People retain ſtill many Relicks of 
Pagan Superſtitions ; for in the Functions 
or Ceremonies of Matrimony, they make 
the Bride go three Times round the Fire, 
then ſit down, waſh her Feet, and with 
that Water ſprinkle the Bed, and all the 
Moveables that belong to the new- married 
Couple. They anoint the Bride's Mouth 


with Honey, cover her Eyes with a Veil, 


and ſo lead her blindfold to all the Doors 
of the Houſe, which ſhe mult ſtrike with. 


her Right Foot. They throw Wheat, Rye, 


Oats, Barley, Rice and Beans at the Doors, 
ſaying, That the Bride ſhould never want 


any of thoſe Grains if ſhe; continue to be 


devout in her Religion, and takes care of 
the Affairs of her Family. That done, 


they take the Veil from before her Eyes, 


and have a Banquet; but at Night, when 


it is Time to go to- bed, they dance and cut 


off her Hair, then fune of the Women 


wrap her Head in a white. Linnen Cloth, 


which ſhe may wear till ſhe have a Son born, 
for till then ſhe is called a Girl. Laſtly, She 


is taken to her Chamber, where after being 


jocularly pinch'd and beat, they deliver her 


to her e who they dive to eat (7) 


Goat 


( r ) Al Pr at Weddings haue a wicked In- 
tention of promoting Leachery: Some do it more 


cn but every one wilhes well to that 


Fart | 


Tr. 
Goat or Bear Stones together, inſtead of 
Sweet-meats and other Delicacies, which 
they are of Opinion, help Procreation, and 
therefore in their Marriage Feaſts, they 
have no Fleſh of any Creature that was (5) 
gelt. 
In the Iſland of God; the Chriſtians that 
marry, never ſee their Brides but at Church, 
and without ſpeaking to them. When ſhe 
gives Leave, they go with a Prieſt to her 
at her own Houſe, where they make a ſo- 
lemn Promiſe of Matrimony. After this 
the Bridegroom may viſit her, but he is 
not ſuffer*d to be alone with her. Indeed 
there. are ſome, who will not be content to 
ſee their Brides in (z) a Church, where 
they know they are artificially: dreſs'd and 
painted, therefore go and obſerve them at 
home, t to view them better, and it is the 
| | Cuſtom 


* 


Part of the Mathematicks : And theſe oublick Do- 
ings at Weddings do inflame other Defires, and 
put that into ſome of their Heads, that otherwiſe 
would not have been. So one TOO begets 
another. | | 

(s) For the ſame Reaſon I would have no Meats 
at thoſe Nuptial Entertainments, that were of 
horned Beaſts The Omen might be as good, and 
as infallibly happen. 

(4) *Tis a great Dünen to a fond Lover 
to wake and find that an old ugly Hag in his ene 
which he thought an Angel when he went to Bed. 
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Cuſtom that after they are married, they 
never (u) paint nor dreſs fine more. The 
matrimonial Offices are ordinarily perform*d 
after Noon, and then they go to Church in 
great Splendor, The Bridegroom ſhall be 


ſometimes attended by eighty or an hun- 


dred Men on Horſe-back, all fine and glo- 
rious, beſides the Relations and Friends of 
both Parties who aſſiſt there, The Bride is 


likewiſe accompanied-with other Women, 


and many Litters, and little Coaches full 
of ker Relations or Friends. 
by two of her neareſt a-kin, as her Huſ- 
band is by two of his : When married, they 
are brought home in the ſame Order, with 
the Sound of Trumpets, Cornets, and o- 
ther muſical Inſtruments, every one as they. 
paſs by throwing Flowers, ſweet Waters, 


and Confits upon them, which are gather- 
ed up by the Servants that wait on them, 
When they are at the Door of their Houſe, 


the new married enter with their Friends, 
and neareſt Kindred,. thoſe which ſtay be- 
hind, are ee for the Honour they 


have 


(u) When the | Fiſh is caught, away with the. 
Net. 
commendable too, not to endeavour the pleafing 
every Body, when you are ſure of a Huſband of 


your own. I wiſh the E atk Ladies would re- 
pent ſo ſoon. 


She is lead : 


However this is pardonable, and I may fay 


\ 
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. 
have done them, who out of Gallantry ride 
up and down in the Streets, and have tilt- 
ing with Lances of light Canes (being very 
ſkilful at throwing them) combating with 
Oranges and Lemons in Sight of the new 
married, and others that get into the Bal- 
conies to ſee the Diverſions. That done, 
they all light from their Horſes, and are 
taken into a Groundroom, where they are 
treated with all Sorts of Fruits, and Sweet- 
Meats, and Wines. After they have ta- 
ken their Leaves, the Entertainment of the 
Relations begins, which never laſts long, 
becauſe it is the Cuſtom in theſe Countries 
to go to Bed before Sun-ſet-. The new mar- 
ried without other (2) Ceremony retire to 
the Chamber provided for them, 

The Sclavonians of the Republick of Ra- 
guſa join not in Alliance, but with Perſons. 
of their (x). own Rank, 7. e. the Noble 
© 1 with 


(w) All that Buſtle and Stir that is fo generally 
made at putting the Bride and Bridegroom to Bed, 
J think is very impertinent; and I might have 
added undecent too: For ſuch a Hurry of People 
gaping and ſtaring, and jeſting, and jibing upon 
them, cannot but put them both into Diſorder 
and Confuſion; and a Woman muſt have a very 
great Stock of Aſſurance, not to bluſh at ſo ma- 

ny diſorderly Railleries. 
(x). This Piece of Policy has ever had 1 
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5 [43] | 
with the Noble, infomuch, that a Gentle- 
man cannot hope for a Citizen or Stranger, 


becauſe he may not bring into his Family 
ſtrange Blood leſs noble, which would be 


to debaſe it. 
ble Families is ſo leſſened, that there are 
ſcarce twenty or twenty-five that have the 
Government of their public Affairs. 
ever, if any of the Nobility deſires for the 
Intereſt of his Family, or for any other End 


to take a Foreigner to Wife, provided ſne 


be noble, and of the Country which ex- 
tends from Zara to Cattaro, and not other- 


wiſe, he may do it, and if ſhe have two: 


thouſand Dilents of Gold for her Portion, 


As ta the Marriages in thè Country, they 
are thus regulated by a Decree, and particu- 


lar Laws, that have aſſigned a thouſand 


Ducats | 


Effects at the long Run: For it circumſcribes a 
young Man's Affection, and frequently reduces 


him to be an unhappy Husband, and a poor Pa- 
rent. The Spaniardt are of this proud haughty 
Temper, which reduces noble Families in Proceſs 
of Time to Beggary. In England Subſtance on 
the one Side, and Honour on the other, makes a 
very good Alloy: And the Vanity of the Citizens 
from Time to Time buoys up the ſinking Nobi- 
lity. It's by ſo much the more to be encouraged, 


as it partly heals up that mighty Breach, which 


mutual Pride creates between. the Diſpropontions of. 


their Qualities. 


Therefore the Number of no- 
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Ducats of Gold for the young Man, bu 
that is not ſo ſtrictly obſerved, for there are 


many Fathers give their Sons Four or Fi ive, 
Six, nay, ſo many thouſand Ducats as may 
anſwer the Portions of the Wives they mar- 


ry. They make theſe Proviſions in () 


ready Money, and a Man is not allowed to 


fee his Miſtreſs before the Contract be eſta- 


bliſhed, having then free Liberty to viſit 
her;. but before their Marriages are actually 
ſolemnized they make no Preſents. When 
a young Woman is. married, ſhe may wear 
Silk for a Month to diſtinguiſh her from 
others, that. wear only Cloth, and the 
Ladies ofter Marriage are obliged always 
to wear at the Feaſts a Cap lin'd with Red, 
to diſtinguiſh them from ©. Tradeſmens 
Wives, , 


— 


The 


(y) Married: 'People have one 6 Sage Advan- 


tage by this Ceremony : For as they may not al- 
ways receive ſo much as they expected, yet they 
have none of the Vexations of Law Suits, in forc- 
ing Parents to pay what they were but too forward 
in promiſing : And ſuch unhappy Diſappointments 


have frequently tended to the Ruin of the young 


Couple's Fortune, and the utter Deſtruction of 
their Peace at Home. 
(2) Such a Garb in Endlend might be Moder 


prov'd convenient, than the Women _ to 


comply with it. 
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The Flemmings,, and their Neighbours, 
are very ready to marry with Strangers, up- 


on any Overture: 


The common People never arrive to marry 
a Gentle woman, nor does one that is noble 


ever marry a Commoner, and it is never 


ſeen, as in France, that aMaſter marries his 
(c Maid, or a Lady her (4) Servant. 


Then Gentlemen diſtinguiſh in their Eſteem 
the oldeſt era er they; make. 
; * ew 


(9) A As this UE be a great Baulk to younger 
Brothe 


rs amangſt us, ſo to make it leſs n wwe 


have found out more Reaſons for Nine eee 
barely Propagation. 


() If a Man is pleas'd with his Wife, ſuch 5 
Diſparity in their Years brings a great deal of Con- 


ſolation to ſome of his Neighbours. 


(e) This is the Benefit of the Engliſb, that _ 


altttle Management, and a propitious Planet; 
Servant Maid may hope to be a Lady, and a wat 
ing Woman, a Counteſs. 


(d) Where a Lady is ſo beſotted, to throw Ae 
herſelf upon one of her menial Domeſticks, her 


Shame is Puniſhment enough. For ſhe ditha not 


ennoble her Huſband by marrying him, though 4 
Man of Quality does his Wife by marrying her: 
Therefore it is equally hs as it is com- 


mon- 


But among them it is a 
Thing of the greateſt Shame and Re proach 
for a young Man to marry an (a) old Wo- 
man, or an old, Man a () young Woman. 
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[4] 5 
them all equal in their Fortunes, and often 
refuſe their (e) eldeſt, when they would be 
glad to Ty any of their other SW! 


WJ * 


* 1 AP. III. 
The Cuſtoms of the Lutherans. 


HE Lutherans have: their Marri- 
| ages celebrated in the Church after 
the Manner of the Romaniſts, and go thi- 
ther in great Pomp and Solemnity to re- 
ceive the Matrimonial (4) Benediction 
from one of their Prieſts and Miniſters, 

* Aroentina is bs In * Argentina, and the 
capital Gity of Alſatia Country round about, 
in Germany, common- When any young Man 
ly known N Nane makes Love, he declares 
ney his Affection to his Mi- 
ſtreſs by Oe, or lome other Way, after 
which 


4 1 Many Men han Leon of this Superfti- 
tion, of diſpoſing of their Daughters according to 
their Seniority; for the Siſter I like beſt, is fitteſt 
for one to marry, not ſhe that was born firſt, 
(aq) If we may draw ſome Concluſions from ab- 
moſt every, Family, - firſt or laſt we ſhould not 
think the Benediction worth the Pomp: And the 
Prieft that has had the greateſt Dealings in the 
conjugal 6 would find himſelf puzzled 
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And the 


in the 


puzzled 


to 


which he goes at Night with ſome of his 
Friends, and a great Number of Torches 


continued two or three Nights, if ſhe looks 
not out at the Balcony, he may be ſatisfied 


ſhall not ſucceed ; but if ſhe appear, he 
ing, but in the Preſence of her Servants, 
pets ſound on ( Mondays and Wedneſdays, 
Break of Day, and that it is of a Tradeſ- 


Share, 


that it is a Tradeſman, why a peculiar Day for 


[47] 
to give her a Serenade; and this being 


his Gallantry is not accepted, and that he 
may then go and diſcourſe her in an Even- 
When the Marriage 1s agreed, if theTrum- 
they give Notice of a Marriage, and. at 


man, for thoſe Days are peculiar to them, 
and the Gentlemen and Ladies are married 
on the other Days of the Week. There 
are alſo ſome free Marriages, where all the 
Expence is defrayed by the new married, 
when in others every one pays his (c) 


In 


to bring many Inſtances, where it proves entirely 
a Benediction to both Parties. 

( The Reaſon of this Nicety is not at all ap- 
parent to me: For if they are oblig's to promulge 


it, ſince that is but a practical Tautology ? Tho' 
peradventure they do it to ſhew the Slavery of 
the inferior Ranks of Mankind in their Govern- 
ment. 5 EEE & 

(e) There is Something of Generoſity in 2 


— ——_— —— 3 — — 


161 

In Saxony, hh one of Quality marries, 
the young Gentlemen, with the Ladies of 
the Neighbourhood, go without being in- 
vited to the Wedding-Feaſt, which he is 
obliged according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country to prepare plentifully. The Gen- 
tlemen ſtrictly obſerve not to marry with 
Tradeſmens Daughters, or thoſe of the 
Commonalty, how rich ſoever they are, be- 
cauſe that brings a Diſhonour upon their 
Families, and if any one without conſider- 
ing his Quality marries a Commoner for 
her Fortune, he runs a Riſque, beſides the 
Infamy, of being (d) killed by the other 
Gentlemen. 

Among the Goths, Swedes and RY 
many Ceremonies are uſed in their Marri- 
ages z for after the Parents of the young 

| Lady 


king merry with one's Friends, when it is done 
not at their Expence, and every one may expect 
a Welcome, that comes to pay his Club. 

(4) This is puſhing their Reſentment to an un- 
juſtiflable Outrage: For if every Man was to be 
murder'd for an imprudent Action, they would 
quickly repent of their Severity. Beſides the Ho- 
Nour being confer'd by the Father, and not by the 
Mother ; *tis there that we ought to be moſt cu- 
rious : All wiſe Men valuing themſelves as the 
Children of fuch Men, not ſuch Women ; not 
but that to be well-born on both Sides, is the more 
preferable. 
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Lady are inform'd of the Qualities of him 
that ſeeks her in Marriage, the Father pre- 
ſents her to him in theſe Words, I give you 
my Daughter to be your Wife, to honour you, 
to take Part in your Bed, to have the Keys of 


your (e) Houſe, and the third Part of your 
Goods, moveable and unmoveable, Then they 


add other Religious Ceremonies, attending 


the Bride to Church the Day appointed 
with a_ great Number of Torches, from 
which hang little Cords and Silk (f) Rib- 
bons of divers Colours. 

When the B.ide is to be given to her 
goes to a Bath in Company 
of ſeveral Women, thoſe of her own. Age 
goes before her, and carry in this Proceſſi- 
on, Veſſels of Beer or Wine, Cinnamon, 


Sagar and Cakes for their Refreſhment and 


Entertainment. When they come out 
they have all Garlands of Flowers, and on- 
ly the young Women ſup with the Bride. 
The Gentlemen marry not, but with thoſe 


of 


(e) She being a good Houſewife, is the next 


eſlential Quality to that of being a virtuous Wo- 
man: Though ſomewhat out of F aſhion of late 
Years, as well as the other. 


(f) From this Decoration of the Torches we 


may probably conjecture, that we retain the Cu- 
ſtom of Wedding Favours, tho? we have aboliſh'd 
the Proceflion of lighted Tapers, as being a Rem- 
nant of Rome in her prevaricated State. 
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[ 50 ] no 
of their own Quality; and among the 
common People, the Parents and Friends 
preſent the Bride with a (g) Pig, Sheep or 
Cow, and the Bridegroom with 4 Colt, 

Dog, Cat, or Gooſe. 
the In * Bun wher 
* Meli, p _ the Bride is led 
sf Poland. a Church , ſhe wppein 
Voith a Crown on her 
Head of Silver gilt, and very high, and 
all the Women and Maids walk before 
cover*d over in Mantles and long red Veils 
genteely dreſs'd. 


CHAP. IV. 


The Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of the 
a Calviniſts. 
FT ER the 8 and Cuſtoms 
of the Lutberans, follow thoſe uſed 
among the Calviniſts of Geneva, the Dutch 
and others of that Opinion, 


When 


(g) Tho' there may be ſomewhat of Analogy 
in theſe Preſents to the Bride, yet a Dog, a Cat, 
and a Gooſe are not very. good Omens I ſhould 
think: For to live like Dog and Cat together, is 
not what the Man propoſes ; and if he expect no- 
thing better, I am ſure he is a very Gooſe. 
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When 
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s I ſhould 


ogether, 18 


expect no- 


ooſe. 


When the Parties have conſented to 


marry, they join Hands, and plight their 


Troth before one of their Miniſters, and 
at ſuch Meeting, it is uſual to make them 
drink, He that officiates takes (a) two 
Glaſſes which he receives from them, mixes 


the Wine out of one into the other, and 


gives the Bridegroom's Glaſs to the Bride, 
and her's to him; after which the Bride- 
groom puts the Ring on his Bride's Fin- 
ger. But before they marry, the Miniſter 

ought to publiſh in the Church the Bans 
of Matrimony three Sundays ſucceſſively, to 
know if there be any Impediment, and af- 
ter this Publication they have a Licenſe. 


from the firſt (5) Syndick of the Place to 


2 marry. 


(a) The two Glaſſes ſhew both Parties, ought 
to bear a Proportion to each other, in all the 
Goods of Fortune: The mixing their Wines im- 
plies the myſtical Coalition in Matrimony, of their 
two becoming one Fleſh ; the Exchange of Glaſſes - 
is to give us to underſtand, that as one participates 


of the other's Goods, the other ought reciprocally 


to receive a Melioration in their Circumſtances 
from the other. The Wine carries under it a 
Shadow of Plenty, Joy and Comfort. 
(5) Every conſiderable Magiſtrate is as good 
an Evidence of the mutual Conſent of Parties, as 
the Parſon of the Pariſh : But as amongſt the En- 
gliſb, the ſpiritual Parties have engroſs'd the whole 
Emolument to themſelves ; theſe being not alto- 
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marry. Then the Bride goes to Chak 
with her. Relations and Friends, wearing a 
Garland of Flowers on her Head, and a 
Noſe- gay ſtuck in her Breaſt, led by two 
young Men of her neareſt Kindred, attend- 


ed by Virgins that follow, with the reſt of 


her Relations, Friends and Gueſts. When 
the comes out of Church ſhe is led to her 


Huſband*s Houſe by her neareſt Relations, 
The Widows that marry have not the Gar- 


lands of Flowers on their Heads, but only 
the Noſe-gays, and are led by other Wir 


| dows, their Coſins or Friends. 


er 5 The Inhabitants 07 
nd Frifia formerly ſought 
not after Riches, only 

a (c) beautiful and virtuous Woman, and 
of the ſame Rank, ſo that often a Gentle- 
man that was rich married a young Woman 


without Fortune, and only valuable for her 
Beauty and Virtue, Now they ſeek for 


m_ and (4) high Birth, as well as o- 
ther 


gether ſo great Bubbles to their black Coats, have 


taken ſo much prudent Care as to divide the Spoils 
with their Eccleſiaſticks. 

(c) Tho' their Loves were not mercenary, yet 
tliey were ſo wiſe as to get the three moſt valuable 
Qualities, that ever could prevail with a wiſe Man 

to alter his Condition. 

(4) Not to fubtract ſrom the Glories of a — 
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ther People. The Bride goes to Churck 
with a Crown on her Head, a great Num- 
ber of young Girls going before her; they 
marry after the Manner of the other Calbi- 
niſts, and the Office being ended, entertain: 
thoſe invited. Among them only the Re- 


lations preſent the new married, who eſ- 


teem themſelves obliged according to the 
Value of the Preſents. All Day they dance 
in the Bridegroom's Houſe, to divers In-- 
ſtruments of Muſick'; the next Day the 
Bride appears with her Head cover'd and 
gives all her Gueſts a Glaſs of Wine to 
drink, or other Liquor, to ſignify ſhe is 
become Miſtreſs of the Family, All the 
Hungarians are of Opinion that he who 


D Fi + marries 


Birth on the Woman's Side, I wiſh many would 
but weigh the unhappy Conſequences of fuch Uni- 
on, and the unfortunate, as well as very frequent 


ter a cautious Man from linking himſelf ſo une- 
qually ; for as Pride and Vanity, Oſtentation and 
Perverſeneſs make up the general Eſſence of Wo- 
man, a Birth on their Parts any ways ſuperior to 
the Man's Circumſtances muſt be his Undoing : 
Becauſe what would be noble for a Gentleman's 
Wife, would be but very mean for an Earl's 
Daughter : Thus the neceſſary Port of. ſuch a. 
Woman's Grandeur, muſt ſink a private Man's 
Eftate, tho' conſiderable in itſelf ; for Vanity: is 
the laſt Thing that dies in a Worgan. 
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marries not a Virgin, ſhall never have 


Happineſs in his Marriage, therefore they 
ſcarce ever marry Widows, whoſe Condi- 


tion is odious to them. Beſides, if after 
Marriage they know their Wives have been 


in Love with (e) others, they not only loſe 
their Affection, but that often makes them 


reſolve their Death. | Nady 95 

The great Perſons in Hungary marry 
thir Sons very young, and oft from the 
Cradle conclude their Alliances, for the 


maintaining (J) Friendſhip ; and when 


their Sons are arrived to an Age to conſum- 


mate the Marriage, they are obliged to ob- 


ſerve what their Parents have contracted 


onſequences. 


| 
* 


In 


(e) Indeed it is hazardous for a Man to ven- 
ture on a Woman, whoſe Affections have been 
pre- ingag d: Not but that fome Women have 


prov'd very good Wives, that have been very deep- 
ly concern'd with others, before they were. ac- 


quainted with their own Huſbands : However, it 
is a Circumſtance that one would not 'willmgly 


meet in the Perſon one deſigns to marry : And the 


| Reaſons are very many, and very obvious. 


(f) Whatever ſpecious Pretences they have to 


expect an Advantage from ſuch Alliances, we 


rarely find in Kingdoms at leaſt, that it has any 


Influence: For our own Intereſt generally out- 


weighs all the Power of Conſanguinity. 


3 


[ 55 51 
* Scotland the Lords of Towns and Bo- 
roughs had a Right to lie the firſt Night 
with the Bride their Vaſſal, but that is now 
out of Ule, and the new married buy it off: 
by a Sam of Money, to which End they 
have a Law aboliſhing that Privilege. 
The 1riſo ſeldom marry but with Verba 
de Futuro, and almoſt never with Yerba de 
Preſenti, whence (g) Separations are fre- 
quently ſeen for the | ſmalleſt. Cauſes, the 
Huſband ſeeking a new Wife, and the Wife 
another Huſband, ſo that a certain and true 
Marriage is not to be known during Life. 
Hence ariſe Controverſies about the Poſſeſ- 
ſions of their Eſtates, Murders and mortal 
Hatreds. The Women that are turn'd off 
2 forſaken, go to thoſe eſteemed Witch» 
„ who they think are able to make the 
— Wife barren, or bring upon her dan- 
gerous Maladies. The Women preſent. 


their Lovers with Bracelets of their wn 
"on Hair. The Triſh that inhabit the 


D 4 N 


10 90 ar thay PI das W to ones one ano- 
ther s Words, no Wonder that the ſmalleſt Jars in 


their Oeconomy ſhould end in Separa tion and Con- 


fuſion, Malice and Bloodſhed, 
(h) Several Nations have been ſo r impos? d 
upon, as to imagine there was a ſecret Charm in 
a Lock of Hair; but I queſtion the Influence of 
ſuch . and ſhould rather take it for the 
Livery 
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Mountains, ,marry their Daughters ſoon af® 


ter they are paſt (#) ten or twelve Tears 
of 9220 


on 
The Cuſtoms and Rites of the Greeks, TY 


HEN the Greeks marry, the 
Bride is obliged to let her Huſband 
ſee (a) what her Fortune is; and the 
Bridegroom to do the like; and this in the 
Preſence of many Relations and Friends ; 
the Men fitting about a Jong Table, the 
Women on Benches raiſed behind it, like 
an Amphitheatre. When the Bride re- 
ceives the Preſents from the Gueſts, and 
their Relations, ſhe ſits with a gilt Crown 
| | endes 


Livery of Seifin, by a Twig of a Tree, for: an 
Eftate lawfully purchas'd. 

- (7) How many of the Engliſb Ladies would 
vote. for ſuch an Act of Parliament, they would 
throw up Magna Charta for it. 

(a) Almoſt as many would oppoſe this proceed- 
ing, as that of being confin'd to a Cloiſter: For 
as it would prevent a Multitude of unhappy 
Cheats, ſo it would reduce a very conſiderable 
Part of both Sexes to deſpair of ever being mar- 
ried, but upon ſuch Terms as they would, not ac- 
cept of. ms | | 
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bn her Head, in the midſt of the Ginecto 3 ; 
that is, the Womens Chamber. All At 


are there, after they have drunk Malmęſie- 


Wine, and eaten ſome Sweet-Meats, go 
to take the Air, and return at Night to 


Supper; and the New-Married lie on 
ne 


ther, without other (5) Publication in 
Church, as the Roman Catholicks uſe, 
The next Day, if the Women find in the 


Bed any Signs of a (c) Loſt. Virginity, 


they make 4 great Feaſt; but when that is 
wanting, they ſay nothing, the Bride- 
groom ſending back the Bride to her Re- 
lations and Friends: And if the Magiſtrare 


be a Turk, he is engaged by ſome Preſent; 


not to force him to keep ew Thoſe Grete 
Women that marry any Frenchman, Italian, 
Spaniard, or Turk, are excommunicated fur 
ſome Time; that s, not admitted to Acts 
of Communion; but they may, in the 
mean time, be preſent at the Offices of 


the Church. 


The Trunſilvanians and Wallachians take | 


the young Women by Force from their Re- 


3 = lations 


(3) When all Parties are e fully agreed, whit: has 
the Prieſt to do any farther ? Let em een go to 


Bed, and do their Beſt. | & 


(c) Having taken Notice of this in * the” Intro- 
duction, it will be ſuperfluous to 2 any Thing 


mor e upon it here. 


N ; 
lations Houſes, and do not marry them till 
after they are (d) deflower'd : And alſo re- 
pudiate them, and are divorced, for the 
ſmalleſt Cauſes. , ' 

When a Meſcovite will marry his Daugh- 
ter, he chuſes a young Man to his own Hk 
ing, to whom he offers her with a Portion. 
If he accepts her, the Father treats with his 
Relations. The young Man may not ſee 
his Miſtreſs, before. the Day of (e) Mar- 
Triage ; but his Relations earneſtly enquire if 
the have any (F) Infirmity. The Mother of 
the Bride makes the ſame Enquiries of him. 
The Wedding-Day the young People are 
plentifully entertained before married, toge- 
ther with their Relations, and the Prieſt, and 
then go toChurch. As ſoon as they are there, 
the Prieſt aſks for ſome Bread, according 

to 

44) 15 their firſt Force is comming to the ge- 
neral- Complacency, uſed to young Women we 
love: So their Proceeding afterwards is more ge- 


nerous than accountable : And what does not hap- 
pen ſo frequently in the more polite Part of - 
World: And therefore no Wonder if trivial Cauſes 
-occaſion a Separation afterwards. 

(e) *Tis the Portion here determines the Man 
and he binds up his Hands to he knows not what 
for a Mortal. 

(f) Where Lovers, 5 we may ſo call them, 

have ſo ſlender a Knowledge of each other, tis 
but common Juſtice to grant them a Writ of In · 
quiry at leaſt. : 
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to Cuſtom; and when he has it, performs | 
the Offices of joĩning them. He ſpeaks 
firſt. to the Bridegroom, and demands of 
him, If he will marry that young Woman 
there preſent? If he anſwer, Les; he aſks 
farther of him, Whether he will treat her 
ill in Words and Deeds? To which the 
Bridegroom anſwering, No; he demands 
of the Bride, If ſhe will marry him, go- 
vern his Houſe. and be always faithful ? 
When ſhe has- anſwered, (g) Yes, they 
have both Crowns of (þ) Wormwood ſet 
on. their Heads, and he gives them the Be- 
nediction. Then he drinks their Healths 
in a gilt Wooden Cup, in which, the 
married likewiſe drink; and the, Cup is 


thrown to the Ground, and broke, and 


trod on, with Imprecations by the Bride- 
groom, Let them be fo trampled on, and 

confounded, that maliciouſly endeavour to 

cp ill Will, and do ill Offices betwixc 

due Moſcovites bear great Reſpect to 
3 their 


7 2) It may ky bo esel d, ithat al 
that promiſe 1 in the Affirmative do not keep their 
Words any more punctually, than ſome other 
People in Europe; ; and that a Man may as cafity 
find a Cuckold in thoſe Parts, as in Cheap/ide. 

(5) It is peradventure to inculcate to the new 
married Couple, that every Felicity has ſome Al- 


loy; and if Matrimony be ſomewhat bittex in the 


Mouth, *tis wholeſome i in the Stomach. Jr” | 


PPP 
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their Wives, as long as they; are S I.cþ 
ed, upon very (i) light Occaſions they are 
divorced, and repudiate them; as they may 
do for Barrenneſs: In which Caſe, the Huſ- 
band having continu'd ſingle fix Weeks, 
may afterwards marry again. Widows may 
marry a ſecond Time 3 but the (4) * 0 
brings their Virtue 1 in queſtion. _ 


cn AP. vi. he 
The Cuftois and:Rices of = 222112 


HE Schiſmatical Chriftians of the 
Kingdom of the Miſines have ma- 
ny Wives; and every one marries at Plea- 
Fare, without Scruple. The Men are obli- 


| Sed 


ti i) The Civility as their Uſage, EN FAR 
the Love the Men bear themſelves; for he can 
never love a Woman very well, that can reſolve 
to part with her upon every Occaſion. | 
(t) A good conſcientious Woman will be apt 
to think theſe hard Lines: For ſince ſhe married 
to have a Huſband at firſt, and Death had fru- 
ſtrated her in the Poſſeſſion of her Joys; if a ſe- 
cond Time his icy Paws put a Period to her Fe- 
licity, why ſhould ſhe be left inconſolable? This 
is to add Affliction to Affliction, and encreaſe the 
Sorrows of the Unhappy. 
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: ged. 10 7 preſent their Wives, 1 of 
Teceiving Portions with them. The Cere- 
"monies us'd in their Marriage are. theſe; 

the Bridegroom and Bride fit before the 


Church-door, while three Prieſts walk three 


Times round them, ſinging Alleluja. Then 


they cut off ſome of their (4) Har. which 
they dip in Water' 2 with Honey; 
then lay the Bridegroom's Hair on the 
Bride's Head, and her's on his Head, and 


ſprinkle both with Holy Water. After 


this Ceremony, they have a great Feaſt, 


and attend the new married Home, where 


5e are ſhut VP; a (9). Nacht When the 


\ Mite 


2 


FA The Liberty of 3 many Wives b 
'em but ſo, many under Spur-leathers of Titilla- 
tion, and therefore worthy of ſome Gratuity : But 
where a Man is to have but one, the nan 


ought indeed to bring a Portion to make "ACS, 


for the Loſs of his Liberty. 


(b) This Ceremony of Tack Geiz Hair, 
is but another Fancy of the ſame Intention, with 


mingling the Bride and Bridegroom? s Wines: He- 


ney is a Figure of Plenty. © 
(t) So tedious a Confinement at firſt, muſt 


needs be anxious to the Man and Woman both. 
A kfs violent Neceſſity of indulging the conjugal 


Tenderneſſes, might give the Parties Hope of a 


more comfortable Duration. For when a Man's 
Lager Joy relents, Shame and Hatred ſucceed to 


. ted 


Wife goes abroad, ſhe has her Ace cover- 
ed with a black Veil, and that ſhe wears fix 
Months, unleſs the be ſooner with Child. 
Some others uſe the ſame Ceremonies, and 
alſo Incenſings ; and the Prieſts diſeoùrſe to 
the new married, of the Indiffolyabler e 
of Matrimony ; and then Wo them t ic 
Communion and OY: 


[6] 


Y 


0 H A P. VII. 5 
7h he Ceremonies of the Copticks: | 12. 


H EN the Copticks, who are Schif. 
matick Chriſtians, the Native In- 
habitants of Egypt, marry, the Friends and 
Relations of the Bridegroom | firſt wait up- 
on him, then the Bride, and thence to 
Church, where they are married, having 
| many T orches, and lighted Candles; ſing- 
ing all the Way Hymns. in the Language 
of | the Country, and ſtriking little Ebony 
Tables with certain Hammers of Wood, 
Which, among them Fats for Muſick, 


VVV . Hil 


equally powerful in the Affairs of Love, takes his 
——— for illi of her 3 and 2 — 


„„ 


N Deſire, and the Were \that thinks Men -” 


1 

This Ceremony! Is ordinarily, after the Mid- 
night Prayer, or, as the Roman Catholicks 
ſpeak, Mattens. Being come to Church, 
they take the Bridegroom into the Choir, | 
where the Men fit, and the Office is ſung,. 
and the Bride is ſet among the Women. 
Then the Prieſts and People begin ſome 
Prayers, with Hymns, which laſt a long 
Time; and towards the End he that offici- 
ates, goes near the Bridegroom, reads to 
him three or four Prayers, and ſigns him 
with the Sign of the (a) Croſs at the Be- 
ginning and End of every one; then makes 
him fit down on the Ground, his Face 
turn'd to the (5) Eaſt, and holding a Sil- 
ver Croſs over his Head, he holds it there 


till the Prayers are ended, 


While this is done in the Choir, the Sa- 
criſtan having plac'd a Seat without the 


Choir, makes the Bride ſit down with one 


of her neareſt Relations, and the Prieſts 
conclude the Prayers in the Choir, which 
are called, Le Oraxioui di Nodo. He that 


officiates, dreſſes the Bridegroom in a long 


009 what, (Garments; ching down to his 
| Alncles, 


(a) Emblematicatly enough as it may or 
conſidering what Work he is about. | 

(3). For ſome ſuch like Reaſons, if not the very 
ſame, as we build our Chancels towards the Eaſt. 


le) Under this Type, repreſenting the 1 


8 — 
F 8 1 
2 
: 
4 7 
A 
4 * * * 
1 
= 
4 
* 1 0 
+ * 
2 
1 
i R 
i 
; 
Ly 
i 
1 
* | 
1 
I 
4. 
1 i 
H 
1 
: > 
. 8 
17 
"1 
1 
* B 
7 
iz 
YL 
4 
=5, 
1 
. < 4 
$ = 
i - 
: 5 | 
- v } 
i ©: 


f 
2 \ 
% - 
* 1% 14 
1 
: 
. p 
1 = F 
] 
. 1 
1 
i = + "IF ; 
y - 4 
| \ £$ x 
* * o : 
7* . : 
- Y ; 8 ? 
+ - % : 
4 3 '3 
g * £ = 
4 : 4 
i * ; 
\ V 5 j 
\ .. : 
l 4 7 C l 
77 'Þ : 
| N + 
+ 
k 274 © £ 
. 21 
4 1 
5 _— 
b 1 *-. 10 * 
7 "IS * . 
4 11 
17 f 4 ; - 
i 
15 
* 
| ' 
. 


t&1 


Ancles, binds his Reins. with a Girdle, ina 
puts a white Cloth on his Head. Thus ha- 
bited, leads him to the Bride; and placing 
him near her, covers them both with the 
(d) ſame Cloth; laying their Heads toge- 


ther, anoints both their Foreheads with (e) 


Oil, and the Joints of their Hands. Then 
he joins their Right Hands, and reads a- 
hes to them the Exhortation which con- 
tains the Duties they are mutually obliged 
to-z and with theſe Prayers and Ceremoni- 
es, concludes the Solemnity of the Marri- 

e; which 1s called, L'Incoronatione delli 
Soi. Then follow the Lauds ; after 
which, Maſs begins, and both communi- 


Cate; and that finiſhed, they are vs of 


nied home. . 


of his Affection, and an incontaminated Defire ; | 
and that they do not enter upon it out of Wanton- 
nels, to ſatisfy their carnal Luſts and Appetites, as 


che Engliſh Church admoniſhes. 


(4) This myſtically implies, that they muſt now 
live under one, and the ſame Roof; and conceal 
each other's Failings from the Eyes of the World. 


(e) The Uſing of Ol, repreſents the ſame 
Thing as the Wine, and the Corn in other Coun- 


tries, or what is equivalent? This is hoped to be 


the Oil of Gladneſs; Corn, Wine and Oil, im- 


. plying all the Comforts and Felicities of Life. 


, and 
is ha- 
acing 
h the 
toge- 


h (e) 


Then 


ds a- 
con- 
liged 
moni- 
Aarri- 


Aelli 


after 
nuni- 


mpa- 


A P. 


efire ; 


1Nton - 


t now 
onceal 
'orld. 


ſame 
Coun- 
to be 
im- 
. 


PI a | PING 
» 5 L ; 


It 142 L 2” 4 Lo 6 7544 ; , 1 8 
„ . 1. 
8 2 EX. E & 11 3 br # 2 — y 


The Rites and Ceremonies of te 


* 77 K 


T Satens or the ge Bete 


Jobn, that live on the Confines 
of Perſia, next Turkey, may have two 
Wives according to their Law, which 


ſeems to be a Mixture of Chriſtianity, Tur- 


ciſm, Fudaiſm and Paganiſm. The Cere- 
monies of their Marriages is very ſhort. 


The Parties meeting together at Church, 


in Preſence of their Relations and Friends, 
the | Miniſter makes the Bride ſwear be- 
fore the Woman that ſhe is a (a) Virgins 
after which, his Wives (4) ſearch her, 
and make, their, Report. Then the Mi- 
niſter baptizes both; and making them 


la) We are happily freed from ſuch an Impoſt- 
tion: Not but that with an equal mental Reſerva- 
tion, as ſome Women have about Love, Honour 
and Obey; they might with a ſafe Conſcience 
ſwear to their Virginity, tho' they had had Eleven 
Baſtards, as to the Duties of a good Wife. 


() Tho' the Woman is put to her Oath, yet 


to prevent any unhappy Conſequences by an Im- 
poſition of that Nature, ſhe muſt ſtand the Search 
too. 1 
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66 
turn (c) Back to Back, reads ſome Prayer, 
and ſo they are reckoned married, and 


carried back tè the Bride's Father's, here 


they feaſt e to the Cuſtom of the 
Country.” 


The Miniſters OE * ſame Liberty 
to marry, as the Laicks, (d) two Wives, 
and their Sons, if Sixteen or Seventeen 
Tears old at their Death, ſucceed in the 


Miniſtry; for Want of whom, Long next 


a-Kin ns * 9 


49 This is a very 28 Whim indeed, aud if it 
be not in Imitation of Janus, or mean Circum- 


becuon, I r I 4p a ee an TR 
cation. 


La) Theſe Minifters have indeed FOE he Ad: 
vantage of ours, but-wonderfully of the Prieſts of 


the Church of Roms. If their Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 


ferments were all of them equal to this Privilege, 


Abundance would be LENS. to 80 there. 
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and CHAP. N. 
vhere 
the Np Cortmenies of the Chriſtians of Col- 
| chis, or Mengrelia, the Georgians, 
berty — and Others. 5 5 
i 
1 Celcbis, F 2 Mot N 
ia and Circaſſia, and _ i» Afia, in Georgia 
their Borderers, almoſt 2 the North ; 
Ide ſame in Religion 2% e e , 
d if it wich the Sabeans, or Chri- wor: dues 5s 
ircum- ſtians of St. Jobn, cele- great Country in A- 
Appli- Fbrate their Marriages in , tying between the 


ie Ad- 
teſts of 


Pre- 


vilege, 


this Manner. If the Bi- 
ſhop or Prieſt be not in 
the Church when they 
go to be married, which 
is done upon ſudden Re- 
ſolutions, they go to 
their Houſes, the Plaee 
being very indifferent 
to them. The Miniſter 


b 2 andthe Euxine | 


Cilpian Sea to the 


the Weſt; and 
. on 4 Narth 
Coma- 


. 
* and all the Do- 
minions of the Czar 


of Muſ ; and on 
. the eh Schirran, 


a of Perſia. © 
Circaſſia s 4 
va ſt Space of Ground, 


extended from the 


Cimerian Boſphorus, my the Fens of Mzotis, on the 
Eaftern Shore of the Euxine Sea, for 500 Miles; and 
reaching 200 towards the North. | 


A P. 
has. 
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has two (a) Crowns, which he puts on 
their Heads, with theſe Words, uſed ac- 
cording to the Perſon, Let the Servant of 
God N, be crowned by the Servant of God N. 
Then he ſews their (4) Cloaths together; 
gives them a Glaſs of Wine, of which 
they both drink; and cutting the Thread 
that held the Garments, all the Ceremonies 
of their Marriage are ended, though no 
Conſent be then declared on either Side. 
The Circaffians ule no other Ceremony, 
than only the Promiſe which is made be- 
fore Witneſſes to be faithful, and not to 
take another Wife as long as the firſt lives, 
unleſs compelled by ſome (c) weighty Mo- 
tive. | ͤVé OY 
(a) To ſhew them Marriage is honourable. 
(5) This can be no other than a Repreſentation 
of that ſtriẽt Union, that is now made between 
them, by Virtue and Power of the Prieſt. 
(e) Whenever a Man is inclining to be willing 
to part from his Wife, he rarely wants Wit enough 
to fix a Reaſon or Motive weighty enough too. 
One Benefit accrues by this Liberty, v:1z; That the 
Wife is oblig'd to carry herſelf very dutifully, for 
Fear of giving a Motive. pf 
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MARRIAGE CEREMONIES 3 3 


As now Uſed in all 
PARTS 8. the WORLD: 


— 


PART. * 


The Rites obſerved i in the Ma arri- : 
_ of the Mahometans, Ak 


1 0 the Turks may have four law: 
N ful Wives, and as many more 
Slaves; nay, as many as they can 
maintain. Thoſe Slaves are free, by whom 
they have a Son; nor can their Maſters 
ſell them any more, but may give them a- 
way. All their Prieſts may marry, except- 
ing the Derviſes, that are like the Religious 
in the Church of Rome. The Turks may 
turn away, and take their Wives again 
four Times; and may not only marry thoſe 
who are a-kin to them, but the neareſt, 
| a | _ concluding, 


be SHE 
[ % ] 
1 155 a double Tie makes the Friend 
ſhip (a) ſtronger. When they have a Mind 
to marry, the neareſt Relations on both 
Sides meet together, to agree the Dowry 
the Huſband fhall give his intended Wife; 
for Parents give (5) nothing to their Daugb. 
ters; as was alſo obſerv'd among the Chri- 
ſtians of the Eaſt, This being done, the 
+ Man ſends the Father of his Miſtreſs, or 
het next Relation, the Sum agreed, that 


Part may be laid out in Cloaths and Hou- 


ſhoid- Furniture, according to the Quality 
of the Perſons; and the reſt left in her 
Hands, or her Relations; without whoſe 
Conſent, he can never pretend to any Diſ- 
| | Poſition 


* q 4 3 * * . v4 * 


la) They may imagine chat according to our 
old Proverb, The nearer a-kin, the deeper in: But 
this is politive, that if their mutual Affection is 
not great enough to conſtitute their Felicity; the 
Nearneſs of their Relation will have little or no In- 
fluence: But rather on the contrary will make the 
Breach ſo much the wider, for the ſweeteſt Wines 
make the ſharpeſt Vinegar. 

-(b5) This makes Women defireable only for 
themſelves ; whereas a great Fortune . expoſes 2 
Woman to the Treachery of thoſe who are , moſt 


about her; and ſuch clandeſtine Matches rarely 


meet with any Content.” For he that runs away 
with a Woman only, becauſe her Fortune will 
repair the Ruins of his Eſtate, having no other 


Conſideration than what ſhe has, he ſeldom re- 


gards what the i is. 
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poſition thereof. However, moſt: Fathers 
contribute to the Charge of their Marri- 
And that Things may be done with 


the Care of all the © 


the greateſt Decorum, 


Preparation is left to a Friend of the Bride- 


groom, who is call'd 8agois.. 

The Bride continues always.cover'd eicht 
Days before Marriage; and ſhe is not to be 
ſeen otherwiſe, fo much as by the Relations 
of her intended Huſband, who goes about 
all the while, with a Friend; inviting his 
Relations and Friends to be at his Wed- 
ding, Thoſe that are invited, ſend their 
Preſents the Day before, according to the 
Degree of the Perſens: And the fame Day 
the Bride (c) bathes, and is waſhed by 
two or three Women, with great Care: 
Which Action is ſo ſolemn among them, 
that when ſhe goes to the Bath, her neareſt 
Relations walk before her, with lighted 
Torches in their Hands. By Means of a 
Duſt, which they call Elana, they make 
the Hair of the Bride (4) red; as alſo 


ic) 8 is fo frequent "aa the Turks 
upon every Occaſion, as well civil, as religious, . 
that:it-would be wonderful if they had omitted it 
in theſe Solemnities. 

(4) No Colour is more glorious, tho? Green is 
more — ul. Moſt of che en "OP ö 
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. Nails, the (e) Palms of her nn 
her Feet, and her Heels 
The Marriage-day being come, the 
Bridegroom ſends a Preſent to the Cadis, 
or Judge, deſiring his Advice: about- the 
Dowry he gives his | Bride. That done, 
the Sagois, his particular Friend, aecom- 
panied by all the Gueſts, 'with a great 
Number of Muſical Inſtruments, Drums, 
Pipes and Trumpets, goes to the Bride's 
Houſe: Being come thither, he is intreat- 
ed with his Company to ſit down; and 
after a Banquet, the Bride's Father takes 
her by the Hand, and delivers her to the 
(f) Sagois, who preſently ſets her on 
Horſeback, and carries her to the Bride- 
3 Houſe : All the Relations and 

| F Gueſs 


of Opinion, that yellow Hair was moſt beautiful; 
and we ſee the beſt Draughts of Venus are with vel 
low Hair. But to make that and their Nails quite 
red is merely, becauſe it is ſome Thing charming 
amongſt them, and therefore ought as neceſſary 
as it is ornamental. 

(e) The natural Beauty of a Hand, when you 
have paſs' d by that of its Shape, is tobe Red with- 
in, as it old be White without, and as a little 
is beautiful, they conjecture, that to be more 
Red, is to de ſo much more beautiful. 

f Here Nature ſubmits to Policy, the F ather 
ſurrenders to the Magiſtrate, and he becomes her 
civil Parent, and diſpoſes of her. 
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Gueſts follow her; and- FOOD them, Carts 
and Horſes that carry the (g) Furniture, 
The Bride rides with a Veil over her Face, 
and an Umbrella over her Head; having 


on each Side her Servants, Chambermaids 


and Nurſes, that lament the Cw Loſs of 
her Virginity. In the mean time, ſhe ſa- 
lutes all ſhe meets by the Way, bowing her 
Head; which Women may never do, on- 

ly on that Day. ad 
When ſhe is come to the Bridegroom's 
Houſe, ſhe gets off her Horſe, and he re- 
ceiving her, carries her, with the other 
Women, into a Chamber diſtinct from that 
of the Men ; where after Supper, the Ball 
begins. When every one is withdrawn, 
the Sagois takes the Bride by the Hand, and 
leading her to the Bridegroom's Chamber; 
| E 2 deli- 


(2) Which has a double Meaning in it, being 
done for Security, as well as Oftentation. 

(bh) Fephtha's Daughter, and her Companions 
went upon the Hills, and lamented her Virginity ; 
but not that it was to be loſt, but that ſhe was 
not to loſe it. So great a Difference Time and 
People make upon one, and the ſame Thing. 
However in our more virtuous Times, if ſuch a 
Ceremony were practicable; we ſhould not always 
hear thoſe Outcries and Lamentations upon the 
Wedding-day ; unleſs with frequent (not to ſay: 
continual) Hypocriſy : For moſt of ſuch Cattle 
are the firſt Bawds to their Miſtreſſes. | . 


[74] 


delivers her to the Eunuchs, that look af. 
ter her till he comes, When he is. with her, 
he takes off her Veil at firſt, then all the 
(7) reſt of her Cloaths, ſhe pretending ſome 
Reſiſtance, eſpecially at the laſt. The next 
Day the Sagois makes his Complements and 
( Jeſts with the Bridegroom, while the 


Bride is taken by her Relations and Cham- 


bermaids to a Bath, where they (/) waſh 
her all over again. 

| Theſe are the Ceremonies uſed. by Per- 
ſons of Quality: The ordinary People do 
it with leis Pomp and Noiſe, The Turks 
h : | may 


(i) »Tis Matter enough of merry . 
to ſee how handy a Mamis at undreſſing a young 
Woman, whom he is to lie with, as ſoon as it is 
done: And how dexterous he is in dreſſing him- 
ſelf afterwards, for Fear of another Summons to 
RR 

(+) There is nothing fo difficult to go through, 
but it gives a ſecret Pleaſure in relating it after- 
wards; and as Mankind is naturally very malici- 
ous, it is a Titillation to us, to reflect upon others 
Sufferings: And conſidering what Creatures Wo- 
men are, no Wonder the Man 1s laugh'd at, for 
expecting a Maiden-head on a Wedding-day, of 
his own Wife eſpecially. 

(1) It were more reaſonable to waſh the Man, 
than the Woman; conſidering the Tediouſneſs of 
his Journey requires refreſhing, and the F oulneſs 
af the Road cleaning. 
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may marry their (n) Siſters, provided - F 


they begin with the eldeſt; for if they 


begin with the youngeſt, they cannot mar- 


ry the others. 


The Arabians formerly took their Wives 
for a Time (u) certain, expreſly agreed: 


And that there might be ſome Shew of 
Matrimony in their Contract, 


bearded Arrow : However, ſhe was to leave 


him at the Time limited. This proceeded . , 


from the great Luſt that reigned in both 


Sexes, equally delighting all their Lives in 


Change; inſomuch, that a Woman has 


been married in one Place, was brought 
to Bed in another, and bred up her Chil- 
dren in a third, without ever enjoying any 
Repoſe. 


before any Body elſe did. 


(n) The knowing it could reſtrain them no lon- 


ger than a limited Time, the Bond was ſo much 
the leſs inſupportable, as they were ſure of a Diſ- 
charge after a Term of Years preſcribed. 


(%) Hereby ſhe ſeal'd the Fidelity of her Promiſe, 
and gave him an Inſtrument, to uſe equally againſt 


herſelf, if ſhe prov'd untrue, and thoſe that ſhould 
p endeavour to ſupplant her Virtue. ; 


the. Wife 
oave her Huſband for a Portion a [9] 


E 2 | Thoſe 


(m) A oreat many Men of other Countries are 
of Opinion, that a good Thing ſhould not go out 
of their Families; and tho' the Law is not indul- . 
gent enough to permit us to marry our Siſters, yet 
ſeyeral have taken the Opportunity to lie with them 


Arabia is a very 
large Country in Aſia, 


and is divided into 


three Parts: Deſer- 
ta, which is the leaſt 
of all three, and lies 
moſt North. Felix, 
the greateſt of all 
three, and lies exten- 
ded to the South and 
Eaſt; and is encom- 
paſſed on all Sides by 
the Sea, & 
nwards 


the North, 


evhere it bounds on the 


-other. two Arabia's : 


? 
] 
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ber-Door; which was 1 


EXC ept to-- 


Thoſe of * Arabial d 
Felix had their Wivell ©! 
in every Houſe in com- tt 
mon, who lay with the! 
moſt vigorous, He that 
came firſt, left his Staf 
at the Woman's Cham. 


ken up. It was eſteem: 
ed Adultery, lying with 
a Man of another Fa- 
mily. 


w 
n 

Sign that Place was ta- 8 
v 

h 


There are in it many 


a 
Kingdoms, and great Cities. Petræa, or Stony Arabia, 
| Fr more Weſt. | | 
Hi 

| 

j 

1 


8 the Arabians marry as many Wives 
as they pleaſe, without rejecting any, as 
the 7. Cl do; but buy them, and only ob- 
ſerve never to take any that is not of their 
Family or Tribe. As to other Formalities, 
they obſerve: the ſame Ceremonies in their 
Marriages as the Turks. 

When the Perſians make Love, and are 
willing to ſhew their Miſtreſſes that they 
are very affectionate and faithful, they (7) 

--- "5 un 


(?) If . were not to believe our Love, 
till ſuch Times they had theſe infallible Marks of 
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burn themſelves on ſome Part of their Bo 
dies, by ſetting Fire to their Cloaths, ſo 
that the burning may be viſible, and in this 
Manner preſent themſelves to them; who, 
if they accept them, have ſo much ES as 
to ſend (q) Fillets and Scarfs of Silk, 
wrap up their Sores : All thoſe are N | 
moſt eſteemed; that put themſelves to the 
greateſt Pain. They marry many Wives, 
which they may part with: The Nobility 
have as (r) n as they pleaſe; but the 
E- 3 Com- 


a diſtinguiſh'd Value and Eſteem ; I fear they would 
janguiſh out all their Youth in a vain Expectation: 
For Men will ſwear and lie,- and curſe themſelves 
faſt enough; but for a red-hot Iron coming near 
their Fleſh, to demonſtrate their Integrity and Paſ- 
on ; we humbly, and as heartily deſire to be ex- 
cus d. If it went no farther than throwing a Wig 
in the Fire, burning a Hat, or cutting of the Lap- 
pet of a Coat, we might peradventure not ſtick 
out at ſuch a Proof of our Affection, but for one 
Step farther, excuſe me is the Word. 

(4) Some Women are of Opinion that a Fool 
makes a good Huſband, becauſe he is eaſily go- 


vern'd, and as eaſily put upon, but he that can 


ſubmit to theſe hard Laws, deſerves- to be married 
indeed; Bedlam is too good for him. 

(7 If a Man was but to do it but once, thinks 
would be a thouſand Objections to deter any Man 
from it; but where the Benefit of Polygamy is ſo 
judiciouſly indulg'd; this is the moſt reiß 

0 Y 


ET] - 
Commonalty exceed not Seven. The Day 
appointed for the Marriage of any great 
Perſon, his Relations and Friends get to- 
ether at his Houſe, dreſs'd in his Liveries: 
thers that are not ſuch particular Friends, 


are dreſs'd as they pleaſe, but as fine as 


they can. The Bride goes from her Houſe 
on Horſeback, with her Relations and 
Friends alſo on Horſes, with many Singers 
before. The Bridegroom comes likewiſe 
from his Houſe in the ſame Order; that is, 
with a Train of his Relations and Friends; 
and the two Troops being met, they go 
together to the Bride's Houſe, where they 
have a Ball. When it is Time to go to 
Bed, two Men conduct the Bridegroom 
into the Bride's Chamber, who comes in 
another Way: The Company continue 
dancing; and about (s) Mid-night an old 
| Woman 


Folly that ever was invented, or conſented to, un- 
leſs by the Neceſſity of ſuch Scarifications, they 
hop'd to quell the Impetuoſity of looſe Mens De- 
fires : And at once crucify the Fleſh, and the Luſts 

thereof. | | 
(s) Theſe Bridegrooms are good, able and ex- 
pert Work-men, or elſe they uſe but ſmall Gim- 
blets that bore ſo ſoon: Unleſs peradventure, the 
Stuff they work on is very flaccid and yielding. 
For ſome vigorous Men well ſkill'd in the Diſci- 
pline of Love, have made briſk Efforts — 
and 
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D Woman comes into them, with a Cloth 
e Lay having the Signs of the Bride's Virginity 3 | 
Seal which being preſented to the Bridegroom's. 


Set to- Relations and Friends, they appear well 
Kries : contented: But when theſe cannot be ſhewn, 
2 ſome old Women take the Bride from Bed, 
Ho 2 and the Bridegroom rejects her in the Pre- 
taoule Y ſence of the Company, after he has paid 
and her a ſmall Sum of Money; and then her 
mers Parents carry her Home in great (f) Af- 


viſe | fiction. 

_ The Inhabitants of * Camba iis 
2 851 the Iſlands of “ Cam- Kingdom in 1. Eaſt- 
1 Baya, Palendura, and the Indies, over againſt 
- EY i + Maldives in Aa, ob- the Ie of Borneo; 


30 to 5 . bounded on the Weſt 
> | * : 
rOOm ſerve this peculiar C oe with the Kingdom of 
I mony in theirMarriages: Sia m, and on theEaft 
a7 = When the Parties are a- with that of Conchin, 

OE greed, the Bride ſends |, + De Maldives iz 
n old Aſia are certain F. 


two of her neareſt Rela- * 

| l : ands, vaſt in Eæxtent, 

Ra tions by her Father's ye — for 
| Side, who are authori- Number. 


o, un- zed to repreſent her. 5 
A _w Theſe with the Bridegroom go before their 
47 | „ Mini- 
d ex- and behav'd themſelves with Gallantry enough, 
Gim- and yet could not make themſelves Maſters of the 
2, the Trenches, in ſo ſhort a Time as theſe People al- 
Iding. low of. . — 5 
Diſci- (t) Indeed it is no ſmall Reaſon for a Parent's 
ough, e 5 ä 
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Miniſter, called Pandiaro, or Naito; who. 
takes the Bridegroom by the Hand, and 
aſks him if he will marry the Woman pro- 
pos*d, and on the Conditions offer'd: He 
aſks the Bride's Friends the ſame: And 
after Conſent declar'd, the uſual Ceremo- 
nies are perform'd in Preſence of the Rela- 
tions, who are Witneſſes of this Contract, 
They go thence to the Woman, who is ex- 

pecting them at home; where they are en- 
tertain'd, and have Muſick, Many go then 
to complement the New- married, to whom 
they ſend Preſents; as the Bridegroom does 
to the Pandiaro (u) that married him, and 

to the King and Queen, if the Marriage 

be where they reſide. When the King 
himſelf marries, all his Subjects are oblig'd 
to make him Preſents; as Cloth, Turbans, 
Meats, Fruits and Flowers. 


They 


Diſcontent, to have their Daughter proclaim'd a 
Whore in the Preſence of all her Relations, en- 
Joy'd now by another Man, peradventure got 
with Child too into the Bargain, and after all turn- 
ed back upon their Hands with Infamy. : 
11 | (4) The Prieſthood have ever had a great and 
40 terrible Aſcendant over the Laity, they make their 
1 Function neceſſary in every Thing almoſt, in Or- 
der only to make it beneficial. to them afterward: 
So we are firſt gull'd out of our Reaſon, and then 
out of our Ready Money.. 
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fection. 
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They may have at the ſame Time three 
Wives, if able to maintain them; but not 
more: And when all are at home, the Huſ- 


band 1s oblig*d to divide himſelf (w) equal- 


ly among them, and cohabit as long with 
one as another. The Women bring no- 
thing to their Huſbands, who are to accom- 
modate them with what they want, and to 
be at the Charge of the Wedding, beſides 
allotting them a Dowry, which they call 
Rans. The Men marry when they pleaſe; 
but the Women are married by their Pa- 
rents, when they are ten or eleven Years 
old, to the (x) firſt that. deſires them. 
2 E. 5 The 


60) This 8 is not RE unpleatuanty: but 
unreaſonable ; for how is it poſſible for a Man to 
have an equal Tenderneſs, Value, and Concern 
for three ſeveral Wives? The one he marries for 
one Conſideration, the other for a quite different 
one, and the third for down-right Love and Af- 
The Variety of his Motives to marry 
them, gives an equal Strength and Vigour to the 
various Deſires and Inclinations he has to them: 
Now to neceſſitate him to be equally kind to thoſe 
he does not equally care for, is flat T yranny to ex- 
act, ſince impoflible to be perform'd. 

( x) For fear it may be, they ſhould never be 
ſought in Marriage again; or at leaſt miſcarry 
before that wiſh'd-for Day might happen: Remem- 
bring ſtill, *tis good to be ſure ; ; and a wiſe Man 
will not defer that till the Morrow which will be 
done to Day. | 
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The Orphans, or thoſe that have no Mo- 
thers alive, are. oblig*d to ſtay till fifteen 
Years, The Pandiarii, or Naibi, the Mi- 
niſters of their Temples, aſk if thoſe who 
are to be married be either Brothers and 
Siſters, or Couſins, or whether uſed to call 
ſo; for if that has been at any Time, tho? 
long ſince, ſuch an imaginary Relation is 
ſufficient to hinder any Marriage. The 
Huſband may leave his Wife at any 
Time, if ſhe (y) conſent; and though 
ſhe does (z) not, he may leave her, pay 
ing her Dowry. 


* 1 Through 


() That is no more than reaſonable ; for as they 
eame together by Conſent, ſo when any conſidera- 
dle Variances happen, and they find themſelves 
diſappointed in that mutual Felicity they propoſed 
by their Union, both Parties being agreed, they 
ought to live aſunder, who cannot be happy under 
the ſame Roof. I | ; 


(z) It ſeems nothing but Covetouſneſs makes the 
Woman's Conſent neceſſary : For if he will part 
with his Money, he may at any Time part from 
his Wife. What would ſome of our Country Men 
give to procure ſuch an Act of Parliament? The 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons would get more 


for ſuch a Bill, than all the Naturalizations of the 
French Refugees. 
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Through all the Iſle 
of * Ceylan, Men may 


marry as many Wives 


as they can keep, and 
take them at Ten Years 
old, as in the Iſles of 
Combaya, and the Mal- ; 


Aves. 
The Mabometans in 


the Iſle of Java r may 
have no more than four 


or five Wives; but as 
many Concubines as they 


pleaſe, and can main- 


tain, The Wedding- 


em OR 


* Ceylan, or Zei- 


lan, is an I/land in 
the Eaſt-Indies, of an 


Oval Form, 650 Miles 
in Compaſs, and con- 


tatns Nine Kingdoms; 


the principal of which 


is, the Kingdom of 


Candic, i» the Middle 
of the Iſland, © 


Þ Java 55.4 greg 
Nand in the Eaſt- great 
dian Sea, 200 — 5 


in Lengtb. It is dl. 


vided into nine Kitg- 
doms, the greateſt of i 
which i 7s Bantam. 


day, their Friends, Slaves and Dometticlh 
are richly habited, and ſer before the Houſes 
of the Bridegroom and Bride many Pikes, 
with Fringes of white Cotton and red, and 


diſcharge ſeveral Guns. 


After Nada.” the 


Bridegroom goes forth in this Manner: 


Four Men go firſt, 


that have many Sticks 


faſten*d to a Pole, which others ſtrike with: 


little Sticks : 


Theſe are follow*d again by 


others, who carry long Drums, which they 
beat either with Sticks, or their Hands: 
After theſe, others ſtrike againſt Sticks tied 
about their Necks ;; and of them there are 
often Sixty, Eighty or an Hundred, accor- 
ding to the Condition of the Bridegroom : 4 
Then you ſee others again with Peacocks 


Feathers, 
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Feathers, and Horſes Tails ; and they fol- 
low'd by Thirty or Forty, arm'd with 
Shields, Darts. and Swords, who from 
Time to Time ſtop in the Streets, to ſtrike 
together, or dance, for the Diverſion of the 
Spectators :. There are others with Drums 
and Sticks follow'd by Thirty young Wo- 
men richly dreſs'd; ſome carrying Flow- 
ers, others uren little gilt Boxes, Mo- 
veables, and Habits of all Sorts, to preſent 
from the Bridegroom to the Bride. The 
Women follow immediately y, Who likewiſe 
carry divers Pieces of Houſhold-ſtuff. The 
Bridegroom is on Horſeback, richly dreſs'd 
having (a) two of his moſt intimate Friends 
riding on each Side of him; and a great 
Number of Perſons invited to the Wedding 
conclude the Shew, When they are come 
to the Bride's Houſe, all the Drums ſtay 
for the Bridegroom at the Door; and the 
Men that carry the Arms make a Lane for 
the Women that have the Furniture; after 
whom, the Bridegroom arriving, he diſ- 
mounts, and then the Bride appears with a 
Veſſel of Water, who. on. her (5) Knees 


waſhes 


#. 


0% Every Nation (*tis obſervable) has ſome- 
thing in the ſame Nature of our Bride-Men and 
Bride-Maids. 


( This humble Proftration, ſhews the Abſo- 
luteneſs 


fol- 
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of Idolatry with the Ma- 
hometan Religion, which be Eaſt Indies. 
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waſhes his Feet; and taking him by the 


Hand, leads him into the Houſe, where 


they continue ſome Time together: Then 


he leading her, goes out with all the Com- 
pany; and in the ſame Order as before, they 


go to his Houſe, where the Bridegroom en- 


ters firſt, then all the Gueſts, who are en- 
tertainꝰd at the eee for three 


Days together. 
The Inhabitants of the 


have ſtill ſome Relicks 
the Veſtern Shoar of _ 

the He of Gilolo, in 

the Perfians and Arabians 

have introduc'd there, may have as ma- 


ny Wives as he can keep; but are ſo. 
jealous, they ſuffer no one to ſee them at 
home; and yet ſo luſtful, there are few 
that have not ſome (0). Correſpondence 


A abroad. 


luteneſs of the Huſband over the Wife, _ fe 


intire Reſignation to him: Submitting even from 


the Beginning to the vileſt Function of his Vaſſals: 
A Piece of. Condeſcention which would be. very 
much reſented if propos d to our baughty Dames. of 
England. * * 

(5) Tis not ca ariety a Man has at his own 
Table, prevents his Appetites at another's ; nay, 
a Man ſhall eat with a Guſt abroad, what he could 
not. reliſh. at home. Taſting the Sweets of Va- 


| 1 Ie of Mo- 
Iſles of * Molucca, that lucca are fine and 
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86 
abroad. He that deſires a young Woman 
in Marriage cannot ſee her, unleſs all be 
firſt agreed; then he ſees her, and is o- 
blig'd at the ſame Time to take his Bride 
he (4) never ſaw before, and carry her 
home with him. 

Thoſe of Barbary, eſpecially ſuch as 
are rich, marry many Women, which 
= buy not, as other Turks, but have 
Portions with them. They retain in their 
-Marriages many Rites left them by the 
Got hs 1 Pandals, who govern'd i in theſe 


Parts; but are ſo (e) jealous, that the : 


married Women dare Nes ſhew their Fa- 


* 


ces uncover'd to their own Fathers. 


7 8 


riety, gives him only looſer Deſires, and hs ex- 
2 his Wiſhes to every Object he turns his Eyes 


7 ) Some may think this a e But it has - 
its Conveniences, as well as its Calamities ; tho? he 
may not like, he may notloath, and no fond Im- 
preſſions being antecedently made they ſeem to ex- 
pect nothing more than common Happineſs, and 
that Prudence may procure em, whereas thoſe ex- 
alted Tranſports, which a violent Paſſion promiſes, 
meet with Diſappointment, and that makes em 
miſferable. 5 

(e) Jealouſy never ſecur'd a Woman! s Vir, | 
tho? it has often provok*d'it to take a ſuitable 1 
venge; thinking they have a Right to be Whores, 
when a favourable Opportunity is preſented, be- 
cauſe they are treated as if they were already ſo. 
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\The Abort of F have many 11 
ful Wives, beſides the Concubines the A 
ceran permits. When they marry, they 
go to the Cadis, or Judge, with a Notary 

and Witneſſes, and draw up the Inftrument - 
of Marriage; that is, write what the Huſ- 
band gives the Wife; and this they call the 
Codaſca, becauſe in theſe Countries the Pa- 
rents give not Fortunes to their Daughters, 
as in Barbary; and when the Huſband 
leaves them, (a Practice allow'd) he pays 


them what he has engag'd. They have 


great Rejoicings at their Marriages 3 and 
great Expences, eſpecially among Perſons 
of Quality, that thence comes the Proverb, 
Li Chriſtiani ſpendono tutte le loro inchezze 
in liti, gl Ebrei nella loro Paſqua, e li Ma- 


ri nelle loro Nozze, The Chriſtians ſpend all 


they have in Lam; the Jews in their Paſ- 
over; and the Moors in their Marriages. 
The Wedding-day the Bride rides on a 
Mule richly harneſs'd, and is hid in a Sort 


of a Tower, made with Hoops, and cover- 


ed with Tapeſtry, ſo that ſhe is not ſeen 


by any one, though through a thin Veil 


ſhe can ſee the People; and in this Equi- 
page goes through the City, follow'd by 
many Mules laden. with Gold, given her 
for her "my" Men and Women follow 


the 
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the Mules; the (7) Women only ſing, or 
rather howl in a manner, enough to ſtrike 
Terror, rather than excite Mirth ; z among 
which Cryings are heard double (g) Drums, 
after the Mooriſh Way, which make  ano- 
ther very (Y) odious Noiſe. This Proceſ- 
ſion ended they go to Dinner, and then 
return to the publick Place ; where, if the 
i: (4 be a Man of Quality, all his 
Friends get on Horſeback again, and exer- 
ciſe with the Lance before the Bfide for 
two or three Hours, and then all go home, 

If the Bride be a Perſon of very great 
Quality, ſhe rides on a Camel richly habi- 
ted, as before, only the Clothes that hang 
down are Silk and Gold Broccades, and 


hen 


)) The Women are only N proper to 
| perform this noiſy Ceremony, becauſe moſt of 
the Diſputes - ariſe through their Folly, and the 
Clamors and Contentions through their Perverſe- 
- neſs. 
(g) * Tis fit ſome 2485 Noiſe ſhould be made 
by the Man, to drown the Clamors of an obſtrepe- 
_ ous Wife. 

(hb) Nothing is more deſirable than Peace in a 
Family, and Quarrelling and Diſputes are equally 
odious, as they are infamous; and this Mixture of 
crying and howling, drumming and ſinging, is a 
very natural and lively Repreſentation of the many 
Confuſions incident to Man and Wife, and that 
little Mirth and Quiet they ſometimes enjoy, is fre- 
quently ere Wien Domeſtick Jars. 
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when ſhe has gone round the principal Pla- 
ces of the City, is brought back to her Fa- 
ther's Houſe, then to her Huſband's; 
where all the Gueſts meet together to dance 
and feaſt. If the Huſband finds not his Wife 
a Maid, he (i) rejects her, and ſends her 
home, with all ſhe has brought: But if, 
on the contrary, he find her what he de- 
fires, the Feaſts are doubPd the next Day. 
the Fews obſerve here the ſame Cuſtoms, - 

The Inhabitants of the Kingdom of Pez, 
as ſoon as the Father has promis'd his 
Daughter to him that ſued for her, uſe to 


get-together the Relations and Friends on 


both Sides, in the Moſques, where two No- 
taries, in the Preſence of Witneſſes, write 
the Marriage- Contract: Then the Bride- 
groom takes all his Company to Dinner: 
The Father of the Bride likewiſe treats his 
| s. When the Bridegroom brings 
his Bride home, he ſends a Litter, co- 
ver'd with Silk Broccades z and - ſhe 
1s attended by their Relations, and com- 
mon Friends with much Muſick. The 
married Men go firſt with Torches in their 
Hands ; and their Wives follow with the 

„ like. 


* of . ſc; | 
(i) This is not ſo commonly done, as it is rea- 


ſonably it ſhould be: For *tis hard to oblige a Man 


to live with a Woman, he has found a Whore e- 
ven the firſt Night of his Nuptials. : 


1901 
like. They al go to the great Piazza, 
where the Bridegroom having faluted the 
Father and Relations. of his Bride, takes 
Leave of them; and making haſte, goes 
to expect the Company at his Houſe, when 
they are come, the Father delivers the 
Bride either to the Bridegroom's Mother, 
or to himſelf, who is ſhut up with her: 
If he finds her a Virgin, the Entertain- 
ments follow; if not, he gives her to her 
Relations, and they return (&) without 
any. 
They make three Feaſts i in the Solemni- 
ty of their Marriages ; ; the firſt, that 
Night the Bride, is brought home; the ſe- 
cond, the next Day, which is only for the 
Women ; and the third, the ſeventh Day, 
when they  fay. the Bride is made a Woman; 
and at this her Father, Mother, and all 
her Relations bear a Part. - That Day the 
Father makes Preſents to his Son- in- law; 
as Sweet-meats and Sheep. When the 
Huſband goes firſt abroad, which he is not 
uſed to do till the ſeventh Day, they have 
a Cuſtom for him to buy Fiſh, and bring 
them home, and give them either to his 
Mother, or ſome other Woman, who caſts 
them 


( k) They 1 have no Sent Reaſon | to expect a 
friendly Reception, that have put a Strumpet upon 
abelieving an, inſtead of a chaſte Virgin. 


ocligus to us. 


11 gt ] - 
them. at his Wife's Feet, as a « Sign of 0 
good Luck. 


Beſides theſe three Priertalnmens, they 
have two others in the Father*s Houſe; one 


the Day before the Marriage of his Daugh- 


ter, when they dance all Night ; the other 
the Day after, for the Women that dreſs'd 
the Bride. Theſe do their Duty with 


much Ceremony; for they adorn her Head 
with much Wantonneſs, colour her Lips with 


Vermilion, paint her Hands and: Feet with 


aſhining (mn) Black, laying on little Things 


that will not laſt long; ; at which time the 
Bride is expos'd in an eminent Place, that 
ſhe: may be ſeen by all. | 

When ſhe is gone to his Huſband's 


Houſe, her Friends ſend many large Veſ- 
_, full of Bread hex: pon in Oil and Ho- 


| NCYs 
11) What relation Fiſh has to good Luck, does 


not occur to me: But every Nation has its differing 


Fopperies and Idolatries. Fiſh I know is very nou- 
riſhing, and very numerous in its Encreaſe : If the 


Ceremony tends to adumbrate Luſt and Procreatis - 


on, I can readily admit of it. 

(m) As we have our Licks and Paints, and white 
Works to adorn us in Europe; they have as many 
Decorations to adorn their Brides with. Black be- 
ing as great a Beauty amongſt them, as White is a- 


mongſt us: No wonder then they ſtudy to improve 


their Charms, and add Luftre to their natural Com- 
plexions, by ſuch a Hue as is taking to them, tho? 


[92] 
ney, and often whole Sheep roaſted; and 
he invites many Perſons to his Feaſt, a- 
mong whom he diſtributes theſe Preſents. 
If a Widow marry, it is done with (u) 
teſs Noiſe : And in the Entertainment 
they give only Beef, Mutton and Pullets, | 


all. boiled: The Number of the Gueſts 


muſt not exceed ten or twelve Perſons. 


The common People feaſt at leaſt Ex- 


being (o) Rivals, and having cruel Hatreds 


\ pence ; for at their Marriages they have a 


great Wooden Platter, with minc*d MEWS 
and Pottage. 

Thoſe of Algiers and Tin unis do not imi- 
tate the other Mahometans in the great 
Multiplicity of their Wives, but are con- 
tent with one or two; for they are oblig'd 
ftriftly to obſerve an Equality among them, 


and to treat them in the ſame Manner, aſ- 


ſigning to each the ſame Quantity of Move- 
ables and Service. This hinders not their 


to 


(n) No Reaſon that a ſecond-hand Wife ſhould 
have all the Pomps and Shew of a Virgin Bride. 
Tis happy enough for her ſhe meets with a ſecond 
Cully. Two Triumphs are too much for one Maid- 
en-head. Inſtead of ſaving a Citizen, ſhe has de- 
ſtroy'd one, and endanger'd a ſecond. 

(o) No civil Uſage from a Huſband can recon- 
cile two Wives to each other. Rivalſhip will make 

em hate, and Hatred will make em Murtherers. 
This is the Miſery of the Man, as s well as the Na- 


ture of the Beaſt. 
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ſhould 
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to one another, which deſcend to their Chil- 
dren,. and are often the *Cauſes of many 
Tragedies. They are in Love as others, 
without ever ſeeing their Miſtreſſes; but 
having obtain'd them of their Parents, they 
aſſign the Dowry, which muſt be accepted 
by them. Some Days before the Marriage, 
the Lover ſends his Miſtreſs divers Sorts of 


Meats, and they make a Feaſt and Ball at 


both their Houſes. In her own Houſe the 


young Woman ſits on the Ground, for in 


Barbary they uſe no Chairs nor Stools and 
while they dance, ſhe changes her Dreſs (p) 
oftentimes, appearing among them with 
her Hands and Arms painted, and ſome- 
times her Face all cover'd with divers Jewels. 


About Night ſhe is conducted with her Face 


cover'd, attended with Drums, and other 


e e ee of Muſick ; and her Huſband 


takes her, and is ſhut up with her in his 


Chamber, while all her Relations anxiouſly 


expect to know whether ſhe be found a Vir- 
gin, that they may go on with the uſual Re- 
Joicings on the like Occaſions.” The new- 
married continve ſeven Days at kome, with- 


out going abroad, only the Huſband goeth 
forth 


(p) By this various and gaudy Appearance, they 


endeavour to attract their Huſband's Love and Af- 
fection: For as one Dreſs may not charm ſo much 


as another, ſo every one gives 1 new Be by the 


ſhifting of the — 


| 1%] Z 
forth to the Bath, which he is obliged to do lie 
as often as he enjoys his Wife. Be 
The Moors of Egypt have many Wives, - 
I which they keep in the fame Seraglio, or cov 
Cloiſter, where every one has her particular the 
Chamber: But the Moors of Granada that - mo 
were driven from Spain, called Moros Fran- || wh 
cos, can have no more than one Wife. 
Thoſe of Egypt, the better to aſſure their e 
Mliſtreſſes of their Affections for them, (3) I buy 
burn their Bodies with red hot Irons, and mal 
cut their Arms in many Places before them; || hav 
and if, at ſuch an Action their Miſtreſſes (r) Þ| are 
Kiſs their Hands, it is a Sign they ſhall ob- fore 
tain what they deſire. bed; 
They who inhabit Falofarum and Senega, || Mil 
among the Negroes, marry as many Wives || riag 
as they can keep; though they ſhew greater 
Honour to ſome, than others, according 
to their Birth, or Worth of their Fami— 
lies. As ſoon as a Woman is known to 
be with Child, her Huſband muſt (s) not 
: Pe lie 


([̃8) This is the fame violent Proceeding as the 
Perfians uſe, and therefore needs not be farther in- 
ſifted on. 

(r) If my Miſtreſs will not kiſs her Hand to me 
lefs = Morn Terms, ſhe may kiſs her own 
Breech if the pleaſes ; I ſhall trouble my Head no 
farther about — I will not buy Gold too dear. 
(s) This is very agreeable to the grand ME 


®- 7 x 
* 


1 


iT with her any more till ſhe is Tg to 
B I | 

The Tartars that are Subjects to the Moe 
covites marry many Wives; and the more 
they have, are eſteem'd the Richer, . and 
more reſpected ; and that makes them ſtrive | 
which ſhall have moſt, 

The Tartars de Proedy, called the Lit: 
tle Tartars, have alſo many Wives; They 
buy oftentimes Slaves, that they oftentimes 
make their Wives; by whom, if they 
have Children, and live virtuouſly, they 
are treated very honourably ; and there- 
fore often have very modeſt and (t) o- 
bedient Wives, being deliver'd from the 
Miſery of Slavery, to the Liberty of Mar- 
riage, Thar Ow ſuch an horrid Jea- 


* | 


A” 


of Ms: For 2 ſhould a Man labour i in 
vain : And ſowe his Ground, where the Seed muſt 


not only be infallibly loft ; but may be peradventure 


detrimental to the Crop that is already ſhot up? Na- 


ture cannot but be wiſe, and we ſee ſhe "fuſes 


the Company of the Male Creatures, when once 
they are impregnated. 

(t) An Argument of a A en, and gene- 
rous Diſpoſition amongſt their Women: Whereas, 
if a Man does ſo in England, ſhe is the firſt that 
domineers, and inſults over the Family; nay upon 
a ſmall Provocation will comb his Wig with a three 


legged Stool. However, ſome have been ſo raſh as 
o venture. | 
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louſy among theſe Tartars, that they ne- 
ver bülker their Wives to go to Church, 
or any where without them: And they 
are the ſame to their (2) Concubines, 
though they have a very great Number of 
them. When any Man dies after Mar- 


riage promis'd, the Woman is not allow- 


ed to marry, becauſe they think they ſhall 
meet in the other World, and (0 con- 


ſummate chere. 


(7 Jealouſy is never more juſtifiable than to- 


wards ſuch Women as hawe made familiar with | 


their own Virtue ; yet, if a Man will be fo pre- 
ſumptuous as to take more Ground in his Hands 
than he can conveniently occupy, Nature will not 
that it ſhould lye waſte: He ought to conſider his 
Stock, or ſubmit to the Conſequences of his Fol- 
] 

H (ww) If the poor Bridegroom finds he has been pre- 
vented in Poſſeſſion of his Bride, when he has diſco- 
ver'd it in t'other World, what Meaſures muſt the 
Man have of Reparation, for I preſume they cannot 
ſend *em back to their Friends again | ? So here their 
Caſe 1s * 


MARRIAGE 


ne- 
ch, 
hey 
nes, 
r of 
Iar- 
ow- 


hall 
con- 


in to- 
with 
o pre- 
Hands 
il not 
der his 
is Fol- 


en pre- 
; difco- 
uft the 
cannot 
re thei! 


A0 


Manzacs Cxgvonts; ; 


remain yet in he 1 Tea 
Land e 


- - * 
bi 7 
** LY * "iy , 
1 i. 
{ 4 2 : 
+4 . 5 
, ; . e 
ry * F 
5 F 7 1 
— + 4 
LY 


it 


As now ; Uſed in all 
PARTS of the WORLD. 


A * FRA 2.05 2 2. 0-4 Ty 5 OY . Q L 84 r EE PF; $3 | 12 
* 9 


PART III. 
The Cuftoms and Ceremonies obſer- 8 


Dell in the Marriages of i the ro: 
_ haters and K ninth Nells 
ee e ©) ale 6 Tarn 

11 E Indians : are has SIN! 1 
Hbomelans, Jews, C briftians of. St. 
Thomas, or Roman Catholicks; but 
as they all follow in their Marriages thoſe 
Rules their Religion preſcribes them, we 
will diſcourſe in this Fart only! of thoſe that 


us OY 


828 


In ſome 


as 


m— 


* 
— : D 8 4 
1 - ] 


ob they Pleaſe) with whom Contract is 


commonly made at Marriage, that they 
fall caft themſelves into their Huſbands 
(a) Funeral-Pile: Their Marriages are 
celebrated eight Days, with Muſick, Balls 
and Feafts ; and all that Time the Gueſts 
apply themſelves to nothing but Singing, 
Dancing, and all ſorts of Rejoicings. 


They dance after their Manner, two and 


two together in divers Couples; when 


they meet, they change two little (8) 
Sticks they hold in their Hands. 


The 


fa) If we were to have ſuch a Clauſe inſerted in 
our Wedding Writings, I fear me, we ſhould moſt 


of us be Batchelors : Tis abhorrent from Nature to 
compel a young Woman to be burnt, becauſe her 
Huſband died before. Sure theſe Wives are very 


tender and cautious of their Huſbands in a Fit of 


Sickneſs, ſince both their Lives are ſo fatally twiſted 


in the ſame Thread. What would our Widow: 
think of this Contract, that can follow a fourth 


Huſband to the Grave, and are not unprovided of 


another at the ſame Inſtant ? 


(3) Their Dancings being not altogether ſo me- 
thodical as our Country Dances, thoſe Sticks ſerve 
to know their own Partners by, when they meet in 
Confuſion of their Merriment. 
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ſo me- 
rs ſerve 
meet in 


or Eight Years of Age, 


i Ida entertain for a 
Fortnight, ſitting at Table almoſt Day and 
Night, Drums and Trumpets playing. The 


ter which, to add 


Promiſes, they walk (4) ſeven times round 
the (e) Fire. 


ſomething very 
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l 95 3 
'T he People of: * Cun- 


* Cunkan # 4 


kan and Balagatta mar- far obs Kingdom 


the Eaſt-Ind 
ry their Sons at Seven in the Eaſt-Indies. 


lagnatta, 7s a Coun- 


and make them conſum- * 4. Afia, * ; 
= ate Lay ec) T welve. un ains, in a Pe- 
L „„ ula of India, near 


Wedding-day all the Relations meet toge- 


ther at the Bridegroom's Houſe, and fitting 


on the Ground, confirm the Marriage; at- 
greater Force to their 


They marry always with 
F 2 _ Perſons 


we Boche Fa our K a are as bbw as theſe 


Indians, for they conſummate long before twelve, 
and are half rotten by that Time too: So the Di- 


ſtance of the Climate, and their extraordinary Heat 


does not ripen their Men much ſooner than our's, 
. tho? ſome of the Fruits of their Soil can W 


our colder Blaſts. 0 

(4) Number Seven has been thought: to have | 
myſtical in it: And all the Hea- 
thens in general had a peculiar Veneration for it : 


And we cannot but imagine ſomething in it: Since 


the Fews were of that Opinion, and we find it 


commanded in many Places of the Scripture ex- 


 preſl y. 


* There is no wellen 6 to be . but this 


was 


ͤ——ũ—ñ — ————2—. —— —E—ä — — — — 


+ Balgatta, or Ba- 
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Perſons of their own Rank; and the Bride 
brings nothing to her Huſband, but a little 

Jewel of ſmall Value, 


* 8 1 5 d 2 * Lo King «ik 
* n eme ;/nagar have 

= ek Fat. no determinate Number 
Indies. . of Wives; and when 
married, the King for a 

Call ( 7 Sum from the Women, will, 
upon their Deſire, looſe them from che 
Bands of Matrimony, and grant them Li- 

2 Pee to marry others; all the Ceremony 
of this Divorce is only laying a Piece of 


e en e (A) 1 210108 
Hun e kh 
e Imprecation upon the Diſloyalty of the We 
formances of the Contract; as ſeveral other Cere- 
monies were uſed. to expreſs the. ſame Intentions of 
. Fidelity,amangft others: Tho' the Mediums differ, 
 _* they/mean a Curſe upon the falſe. Not. but that 
' the Perſians have ſo ſuperſtitious a Veneration for 
Fire, that if their Houſe was on Fi ire, they would 
not try to put it out. 
( 7 The Party deſiring to —  oblig'd, 3 to 
pay ſome Acknowledgment: The Man baving the 
_ Liberty of Variety, is no great Sufferer by; che Sub- 
ſtractions of one of his Wives: and tho? we have 
not the, Indulgence of Numbers, yet ſuch a Prac- 
tice amongſt us would & a nobie Cuſtom- Houſe to 
20 
0 Some Ceremony is neceſſ ſary, and no great 
Matter what; however, this is as agrecable to Rea- 


ſon 


0 lron on the. Woge Shoulder, who. 


Preſence of them all embrace the (hb) I 
Gol three times. 


* that inhabit the da Peninſula, or 


ſon as the Roman Manumiſfion, who made their 
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18 by that ſet free. There are in that 
Kingdom many Parents, that by Vow con- 
ſecrate their Daughters Virginity to ſome 
Idol; and when that is done, they are con- 
ducted by Night, with all their Relations: 
to the Temple ; ; when come thither, they 
get up into a Sione-Pulpit, all adorn'd with; 
Tapeſtry and Cloth of Gold, and in the 


Thoſe of 3 d 15 Fe 
Rites in their Marriages, as theſe ob 
Cunkan. (1 


The People « of Ma- net Ma is @, 


: A ee 2 
Coaſt of Inaia, on this ther Eil lader . 
Side Ganges, are divided 


into the Bramini, Nairi, and Machefi; 7, Abart 
are the meaneſt of them. The firſt are 


che _ eat and uſe W Man- 
| 2 ITT 4 ners 


Slaves free, by 18 em a Box on the Ear. And 
if we may ſtrain the Ceremony of the Iron a little, 
the Mythology was to ſhew the Woman, that by 
being out of the Man's Protection, ſhe had all the 
Burthen of Life now upon her own Shoulder, which 
was her Huſband's before. 

(bh) A merry Method indeed of dying a Maid ; 
bw I preſume that theſe Votaries are as wiſe, as 
the Papiſts that vow their Virginity to Jeſus Chriſt,” ; 
but let his Prieſt officiate for him. 
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ners of Living. They marry very young, 


that is, at Seven or Eight Years of Age: 
They never make an Alliance with any of 


another Rank, and may marry twice. The 


Nairi, who live in the Country, cannot 


only marry with none but of their own 
Degree, but are prohibited more than one 
Wife. It is not ſo with the Women; they 


may have (i) three Huſbands all at the ſame 
Time, who without any () Jealouſy, con- 


| tribute to the Maintenance of her, and her 


Children. When one of the Huſbands goes 
to the Wife's Houſe, he leaves his Arms 
at the Door, and the others take care not 


to enter till he is 5 
The Women o 


Daughters are fourteen, their Parents mar- 


them, to preſerve the Honour of their 


Family, of which they are not very jealous 
neither 5 * they merit greater 


Eſteem, 5 


) Here indeed the Women have much the Beſt 
of the Lay : And I preſume upon this Information 
it was he En gib Ladies reſolv*d ſo often to go to 
the Eaſi- Indies to puſh their Fortunes. 

(4) Cuſtom makes Things eaſy: And as by this 


Inſtitution they muſt not ſeem ſo much of Children 
as appeaſing their Lubricity, ſo one Woman is ca- 
pable enough of anſwering all their Attacks with a 


vigorous Oppoſition. 


Malabar are very amo- 
rous; and therefore, as ſoon as their 


— 
2.8 
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(I) Eſteem, the more Lovers they have. | 


They uſe many Ceremonies and Rejoicings 
in their Marriages, As ſoon as the Mar- 
riage is agreed, they go to the Temple, 
or Pagade, to preſent the Bridegroom and 
Bride to their Prieſts: After fifteen Days, 
the Relations and Friends of the Bride 
conduct her to her Huſband's Houſe, 
where they paſs the Time in Diverſions 


of Muſick and Balls which only the 


Women make, and are admir'd by the 


Men for their (m) Dreſſing and Beauty. 
They give to all, even Strangers, Re- 


freſnments. After the Manner of the 
Country, the new married fit in a raid 
Throne richly habited, and ſo loaded with 
Jewels, they can ſcarce bear them, The 
Room where theſe Feaſts are made, is al- 


ways richly furniſn'd with Gold, Arras 


1 du 


QA Crowd of Admirers, is other 1 Va- 
nity as well as theirs, becauſe a Mark of univerſal 
Liking : And ſome of our Parents are as little ſolli- 


| cious of their Daughters Conduct, provided they 


are firſt well married, as thoſe of Malabar. 
(n] Where-ever CES is a Conflux of rer 


the Women will appear to all poſſible Advan- 


tage; . adds to Beauty, that to Love, and 
Mirth to De 


nother. 


ire, therefore one Weng begets a- 
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and Silk ; ant (1 twice a Day they cover 
the Table, to treat the Gueſts, at the Ex- 
pence of the Huſband ; the Bride return- 
ing home every Night, with the Women 
appointed to wait on her. At laſt (o) 
fifteen Days being ſpent in Rejoicing and 
Feaſting, the New-married get upon an 


Elephant, richly dreſs'd, fitting on tw-wo 


Seats, and are followed. by all their Train, 


| which goes on Foot through the City: 


They ſtop at Relations Houſes, who pre- 
ſent Sweet. Meats to the Company, and 
caſt divers Odoriferous Liquors upon the 
Elephant; no one omitting to do ſome- 
thing, for that would be a very great 
Neglect. The Cavalcade ended, they all 
go to the Pagode, or Temple; thence to 


the [Bride's Houſe, where they conſum- 


mate the Marriage; and every one in the 
Train departs after he has made a Pre- 
ſent to him that led the Elephant. 


When one of Conchin marries, whoſo- 


ever he is, he may not lye with his ride 


the or Night; but ene to give her 


to 


1 Theſe People are . ſomewhat like the Chriſtians | 


in their good. Cheer and Prodigali 
% This keeping the Bridegroom at ſome reaſon- 


able Diſtance, makes his Deſires more eager ; thus. 


we lead the Stallion up to the Mare, and then 


turn him ſhort from her, to render him more im- 


petuous. 


to a Bramino, 


who is (4) always with them, 


ä 
Who lies with her. Theſe 
are ſo fear*d; and reſpected, no one dares 
hinder them lying with any Woman; (p) 


nay, the Common People are ſo fooliſh; to 
believe it a Favour, and good Omen. 


The Malleani, that Ive in the +BY ; 


tains of Mallabar, have only one Wife, 
even at 
Hunting. In this they differ very much 
from other Pagans in thoſe Parts; who, to 


ſpeak Truth, have no Wives, all Wen 


being common among them. 
In “ Bengala 
they allow Poly- 
gamy according 
to their Abilities 
to maintain 'em, 
but keep them in 
cloſe (r) Cuſto- 


0 Bengala, or Ben 8 is a” 
Kingdom i in the Eaſt- ndies, on ö 
the Riwer Ganges, under A. 
Great Mogul: It i a very 
fruitful Anery, and extends 


South. 


. 5 „ 


p) If NIE are under a Neceſſity of bing the 


Firſt Fruits of every Nuptial, they might truſt *em 


with any Woman afterwards, unleſs Marriages are 
rare among em, or their Prieſts numerous and vi- 
gorous. 


(9) This may proceed from IN in the 


Wite; if ſo, her Company cannot but be irkſome 


to the good Man, who, ten to one, had rather be 
with any Man's Wife in the Pariſh than his own; a 
great many of our Huſbands wou'd at leaſt, _ 


it 7) Reſtraint makes a Woman angry; and the 


220 Leagues from Faſt to 
Weſt, and 120 mw North to 


Difficulty 
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and Silk ; and (n) twice a Day they cover 
the Table, to treat the Gueſts, at the Ex- 


pence of the Huſband ; the Bride return- 


ing home every Night, with the Women 
appointed to wait on her. At laſt (o) 
fifteen Days being ſpent in Rejoicing and 
Feaſting, the New-married get upon an 


Elephant, richly dreſs'd, fitting on two 


Seats, and are followed by all their Train, 


which goes on Foot through the City p | 


They ſtop at Relations Houſes, who pre- 
ſent Sweet. Meats to the Company, and 
caſt divers Odoriferous Liquors upon the 


Elephant; no one omitting to do ſome- 


thing, for that would be a very great 
Neglect. The Cavalcade ended, they all 


go to the Pagode, or Temple; thence to 
the Bride's Houſe, where they conſum- 


mate the Marriage; and every one in the 


Train departs after he has made a Pre- 


ſent to him that led the Elephant. 


When one of Conchin marries, whoſo- 


ever. he is, he may not lye with his qride 
_ ee: gat but is NOT to give her 


1 Theſe People are ſomewhat like the Chriſtians | 


in their good. Cheer and Prodigality. 

(o) This keeping the Bridegroom at ſome reaſon- 
able Diſtance, makes his Deſires more eager ; thus. 
we lead the Stallion up to the Mare, and then 
turn him ſhort from her, to render him more im- 
petuous. . 


cloſe (r) Cuſto- 5547b. 
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to a Bramino, who lies with her. Theſe 
are ſo fear'd, and reſpected, no one dares 
hinder them lying with any Woman; (p! 
nay, the Common People are ſo fooliſh, to 
believe it a Favour, and good Omen. 
The Malleani, that Ilve in the 8 
tains of Mallabar, have only one Wife, 


who is (4) always with them, even at 


Hunting. In this they differ very much 
from other Pagans in thoſe Parts; who, to 
ſpeak Truth, have no Wives, all n, 


being common among them. 


In * Bengala 


they allow Poly- A. Bengala * Bengil, ins 


** Kingdom i in the Eaſt- Indies, 
gamy accor ing e River Gange es, under the 
tO their Abilities Great Mogul: It 75.4. Very 


to maintain dem, fr 572 ul Country, and extends 


. > 220 ues from Faſt to 
but keep them in Meſt, If 120 2 North to 


N N 


(9 If they are under a Necelity of bins the 
Firſt Fruits of every Nuptial, they might truſt em 
with any Woman afterwards, unleſs Marriages are 
rare among em, or their Prieſts numerous and vi- 


gorous. 


(7) This | may proceed from Tells in- the 
Wite; if ſo, ber Company cannot but be irkſome 
to the good Man, who, ten to one, had rather 5 


with any Man's Wife in the Pariſh than his on; a 


great many of our Huſbands wou'd at leaſt. 
0 7 Reſtraink makes a Woman angry; and the 
Difficulty 
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Y . one of the | 1 Pegu they have | 


* 1 Cities in the extraordinary Ceremo- 
Eaſt- Indies. The King- nies in their Marriages, 
dom of Pegu was once As they were heretofore 
a moſt potent Empire, 1 1 
bat is now fo mach much addicted to an un- 
diminiſhed. natural Vice, their Queen 
made very ſevere Puniſh- 
ments for thoſe that ſhould be convicted of 


it, even to the Burning of them alive: And 


to divert the Fury of this infamous Luſt, 
The commanded the Women ſhould go al- 


moſt (S) naked, to attract Mens Love to 


them, When they marry, they muſt pay 
the Father of the young Woman a certain 
Sum agreed on, which he pays back if he 
will have his Daughter home, from any ill 
Uſage of her Huſband, who may likewiſe 
leave her, only he | is to keep and educate 

the 


Dieu of poſſeſſing keightens Deſire, this. Ont 
pens Wit, and the Devil furniſhes em with an 
Opportunity ; thus the poor Huſband | is a Cuckold, 
notwithſtanding all his Care. 

(6) There are many Things in Women that 


Tweetiy impoſe upon our Will, and raiſe up the | 


old in us; but for all Women indifferently to op- 
poſe the ereateſt Part of their Charms, in Time 
muſt ruin the very Deſign it was injoynꝰd for. Fa- 
miliarity with thoſe Objects makes the Impreſſions 


feeble, and ſomething Duca, while ſome few 


Beauties are expos'd gives a wonderful Titillation 
to deſire, and makes all the Blandiſhments much 
more powerful. 
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Manner of Pegu, they 
may marry many Wives. Ganges, is the Eaſt- 
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the Children. The Women being natural- 
ly extreamly amorous, the Men are ver 
nice in marrying them, making the ſtrict- 
eſt Enquiries before they a And 
from hence it is, that many 

preſerve their Daughters Virgins, ſow up 
their Pudenda, and in that Condition deli- 


ver them to their Huſbands, that they may 


be (7) aſcertain'd of their Honeſty. The 


King g, and thoſe of greateſt Quality, lie not 
the firſt Night with their Wives, but admit 
others, and pay them bountifully, that will 


give themſelyes the (u) Trouble. 


In * Siam, after the 8 
* Siam, a Town 
| and Kingdom 'beyond 


But the Mahometans of Indies. 
theſe Countries obſerve 


not their ridiculous Ceremonies, fit only for 


a Nation blinded with Idolatfx . 
The Chineſe marry their Sons very young, 


ſome Fathers marrying 1 them: as ſoon as they 
are 


A * = 


00 If they have” no other Security for the Wo- 
man's being a Virgin but a Needleful of Thread, 


that is but a ſlender one; for I know one gave 20 
Guineas for ſuch a Commodity, and found hisChap 


Had cheated him. 
(A) This is unacco untable indeed, that a Father 
ſhouꝰ d take ſo much Care to preſerve a Thing, that 


is not only ſo little valued as to be thrown AWAY, 


but even Men are hired to take it away. 


* * * 
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are 8 born. The Huſband gives the 
Wife a Dowry. The Wedding. Day the 
Bride's Father makes a ſplendid Entertain- 
ment, to which he invites all the Relat: ONS. 
and Friends of his new Son. The next 
Day the Father, or, for Want of. him the 
neareſt Kinſifan of the Bridegroom does the 
ſame. After the Entertainment, the Huſ- 
band gives the Dowry to his Bride, in 


Preſenee of all the Gueſts ;. which ſhe pre- 


ſently gives to her (x) Father and Mother, 
if they be alive, for the Trouble and 
Charges they have had in Educating her: 
And therefore here a. Man is reckon'd rich, 

in Proportion” to- the Daughters he has. 

The Father may uſe this Dowry with all 
Freedom; but when he. dies, it returns to 
his Daughter, for the Advantage af her 
Whiltren, -« or tO: be Sherwile. diſpos'd. of 
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1 Theſe Res SF RAIL never turn 5 
they, are good to ſecute an Eſtate for the Parties, 
and prexent their throwing themſelves away ; but 
where |'Weddings are publick, , there. is no Occa- 
ſion for this Caution. 1 

(x). We may. conclude: their Women t make -gooi 

ives, fince a Haſband always purchaſes *em; 


ph their, Parents willing enough to dif} ſe. of 'em, 


hnce it tends! ſo highly to their Benefit to do it. 
There are Men enough amongſt us would part with 
their Daughters at that Rate, but I know. none 
wauld 4 8 


2 her Pleaſure. A Man may Ja ma- 
ay Wives, but the firſt married 1s repe”" - 


live only with the firſt, keeping the others 
abroad ; 


where they traffick. 


or other near Relations; and obſerve not 
to take a Wife of their own (3) Name, 
tho? no Relation to them; b and marry the 
ſame Age and Quality, 


3 dende FF. an Hundred 
leſs. The Common People buy and fell" 
their (z). Wives at. Pleaſure. 


ag; 15 7 Several PIO in England are of that: ber- 
Kitious Opinion, and many Inſtances may daily be 
brought to prove the ill Succeſs of ſuch Marriages; 


2 
* 
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kon'd his true Wife; the other are only 
look'd upon as Friends, and often forc'd 
to do the Drudgery of Servants = They 


and if, Merchants, in NP 


They think it unlawful t to marry Siſters 


The Conditions 
of their Mind are conſider? more than 


Beauty: The ordinary Price they give for 
rowns, and: often 


Mandoza, 
a grave Author, reports, That in the Pro- 
VINCes: bordering on Tartary,. the Gover-- 
nors and Vice-Roys preſcribe. a certain 

Time x born, to the Men and Women, with- 


in 


but by what. Fatality L.caw't conjecture. 

(x) Women are à good Commodity in ſeveral 
but here a Man has the Advantage of 
ſelling his Wife fairly, and making a Penny of 118. 
* he has — done with Rer. 9) 51 


81 4 
— 


ne] 


5 in which they are oblig⸗ d, either to ſhut 


themſelves up in a Cloiſter, or (a) marry, 
When that Time i is come, all that will 
marry, appear on the Set Day at a City 
5 8 in every Provinee to that end. 
Wnen there, they preſent themſelves to 12 
principal Perſons, nam'd by the King; who 
take, in Writing, the Names of the Men 
and Women, and their Qualities, informing 
themſelves exactly what Dowries the Men 
are able to give. Afterwards they view 
the Liſt, both of the Men and Women, 
and if they find more Men than Women, 
or more Women than Men, they caſt 
Lots, and the others are married firſt the 
next Year, Six of the twelve Perſons 
divide the Men into three Calſſes; put 
the Rich in the firſt, without any Re- 
| Bard to their (3) Breeding and Accom- 
limments; thoſe that are moderately ſo, 
in the next; and the Poor in the laſt. 
While theſe als the Diviſion in the Men, 
the others divide the Women in three other 
1 


"ds There i is no Queſtion to be 1 but that 
gt Gertain Periods and Stages of Time Things arrive 
at Perfection and Maturity ; ; who anticipates em, 

| ſpoils em, ànd to retard em is to loſe Time. 

| ' (5) Other People as well as they are wonder- 
fully inclin*d to value Riches, and undervalue eve- 
ry Qualification elfe; as if nothing could make 
Men happy, but Abundance of Oy 
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Claſies 3 putting in one the faireſt; in a- 
. nother the leſs airs) and in. the laſt thoſe 
1 that are leaſt handſom: They, aſſign the 
5 (e) leſs fair to the leſs rich, without pay- 
. ing any thing for them; the leaſt hand- 
2 ſom to the Poor; and afterwards ſhare a- 
0 | _ them all the Money the pl have o- 
0 blig'd the (4) Rich to pay. Theſe Mar- 
8 riages being adjuſted in this manner, they 
a have great Rejoycings in the Houſes the 
V King has appointed them: For in every 
5 of theſe Cities there are Houſes furniſh'd 
, with many Beds; and all Things neceſſary 
B for Living; inſomuch that every; one 
2 takes what he wants, and keeps them for 
8 fifty Days that the Feaſt laſts ; alter which, 
t ary aL OS. e 35 5 
0 
7 | 5 118. with {mall odds muſt not 8520 
5 | ac ome Wives, but have a Penny-worth ac 
1 | *ording'to their Penny, where a juſt Diftribution - 
f 18 — between Man and Man. euch here is 
* che only Dowry a Woman brings, therefore he 
that has the moſt opulent Fortune f ſhould have the 
at _handſorgeſt Woman, Ae tis all he can expect for 
= his Money. | 5 - 
n, (4) This is prudent Eg chat as the meaner 


Sort are allotted the plaineſt Women, ſo thoſe that 
are able to pay a Market Price, ſhould have the 
Flower of the Market; and their Fines which 
* they are amerced, ſerve to put the poorer. gn | 
| Tome Method of getting their Dread. 
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All theſe Cireumſtances are obſerv?d 
moſt by the Commenalty, and not by 
the Gentry, and Perſons of higher Rank, 
who are not ſubjefted to this Law, but 
my marry W 1 how they rente 


$ Japan, 5 lapo- Thoſe of 5 Fapan 
nia, is avaſt Country have commonly only 


in db Eaſtern Ocean, one Wife, but are di- 


Suppoſed to be an and 


2 1 
15 German Mile in vorc'd from her, and 


1 h, and 70 end. ſend her home for very 
ſmall Cauſes, and after- 


vards marry others. The Women ha 
| bu the ſame AA nolan Mi, + rod 1 . 


| The Heathen 7 aer We many Wists, 
who live together in great Quiet. T hey 
give Money to their Wives Mothers, as a 


Recompence for the Advantage receiv*d 
from them. The firit Wife is look'd up- 


on moſt lawful, and ſo are t (e) Chil- 


dren born of he When the Father dies, 


the Son may marry all his Wives, except- 


ing his Mother, and her Siſters: They 


marry their Half. Siſters, after their Bro- 


ther's Death; and make very great Enter- 
tainments at theſe OA, 1 


3 23.4 * 
: 


A 1 373 


090 The Children my the Fe W alin bad 1 


ways the Preference before thoſe. of the” Hand- 
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poor young Woman (f) 


; T 113 k 
Fhe People of * Tan- * * t, Tam 
gut and ꝙ Catay marry / — King dons 


as many Wives as they #z the Aſian Tartary, 


can keep: And if. any: n and 


| Cata „ Or Ca- 
be beautiful, 2 rich Man. aa 15 ee of 


marries her. preſently,and Aa, ſuppoſed, bylear- 


and gives her Mother and ned Men, d 1 25 


Family a Reward to have mae 


her; as, Cattle, Slaves, and oftentimes 


Money; they valuing only Beauty. They 
have to Thirty Wives, more or leſs, ac- 
cording to their Abilities; but the firſt is 
always chiefeſt. And if any is infirm, or not 
agreeable, they ſend her (g) home. They 


_ marry their Relations, as the Tartars 0s e- 


ven to their Step-mothers. 8 

In Caindu they have a cuſtom Ape 
from the People of Tangut, when they are 
married; they invite all che Strangers that 
come into the Country to their Houſes, and 
leave them freely with their Wives, who 
have a eine at. ati e Which os | 

take 


* 


( 9 Beauty was POR a Dies but ehem or 
never proves a good Fortune. | 

(2) This is not keeping em in Sickneſs PP in 
Health, but as they pay Mon for their Wives, ſo 
they expect to be ſerv d and p ess d by em; when 


they can no longer do chat, Troop, is the Word, 


* 
a 
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155 not away till they go, that the Huſ- 
band may then (b) return. 


2 
0 In Caſtar they (i) 


and Kiga in W 1 leave Strangers with 
queſtan, "in Tartay, their Wives, without a- 


ny Jealouſy, And in 


the Kingdom of Pein, if any one be abſent 
twenty Days together, his Wife may marry 


another Huſband ; and Men may, after that 
Term, marry again where-ever they are. 
The Canarini, in the Iſle of Goa, wor- 
ſnip a naked Statue, to which they bring 


their Daughters when they will marry them, 
that they may pray for the happy Succeſs 
of their Marriage. The Prayer ended, 
the Daughter is married to the firſt that 


| ſeeks her. As to the Feaſts and Ceremo- 


nies obſery*d on the Wedding- day, we have 


treated in the Chapter of the C bac of 
(i) —_ The 


(b) As Beau ar; Bog is that that pleaſes, ſo what Cu- 
ſtom makes fami 


is ſo far from being infamous, 
chat it is not ſeldom a Duty to comply with it. 


»Tis not the Friendſhip they have for the Strangers, 


but the Diflike of the Hardſhips of the firſt Night's 


| Toil, that makes 'em. impoſe it on em, to faci- 
| litate the Way for em. 


() Either they believe em virtuous, or care 


not whetherjthey are ſo or not; ſome Germans too 


divide their Beds with their Friends, * call ? em 
Connubii Adjutores, 
) Be eas d to turn to it. 


1 5 

The Negroes of Africa, that dwell in the 
Kingdom of Sjerraleone, have in every Ci- 
ty or Borough an Houſe a- part from others, 
where their Daughters retire, and are in- 


ſtructed for one Year, by an Old Man, of 


a good Family, virtuous and religious. At 
the End of the (I) Year they come forth all 


together, well dreſs'd, and go into the pub- 
lick Piazza, to dance to ſeveral Inſtruments 
of Muſick : Their Fathers are preſent, and 


the young Men chuſe whom they like beſt, 
giving ſomething to their Fathers before 
they marry them. They preſent alſo the old 
Man, for his Trouble of inſtructing and 
keeping them; then take them home, where 


they. compleat the Ceremonies of their Mar- 


riages. * ˖ ein 
In * Gainea, when the 
Sons 80 old enough a large Country in A- 
marry , their Fathers $i gon the Shoar 
ſeek them Wives; and of the Ocean, 

when they have found to 


their Minds, give them, and oblige them 


to 
0 No Woman ſhould pretend to marry till ſuch 


Time ſhe has been thoroughly inſtructed in Virtue, 
Diſcretion and Religion, that ſhe may know how 


to adminiſter every Thing with Decency in her 


Family, Kindneſs to her Huſband, and conſtant in 
her Devotions. But how many Women alas, are 
2 Mothers, and good for nothing elſe be- 


Guinea i: @wvery 


— 


[96] 
to take them, though never ſeen before. 
The Son has — from his Father, who 
ſends him naked [if he has gain'd nothing 
by his own Labour] into the World, to lay 
the Foundation of his own Family. The 
Bride's (n) Relations give them a ſmall 
Zaum in Gold; and tho” very rich, add lit- 


What they receive is only for the Expence 
of the Feaſt. This Cuſtom is ſo well ob- 
ſerv'd, that the King's Daughters have no 
more than one Slave to ſerve them. The 
Bride ſwears, in the Preſence of the Com- 
pany, that fhe will be faithful: and: preſerve 


—— — = 


ver requir?d of the (n) Huſband. 
If, during the Marriage, a Man get G 
much, that he is able to maintain another 
Wir, be gannot marry. her without the 
3 n 11 E 119 f Conſent 


nes — Pe en 
* 
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j (m) * it en there is always an Epecbaben 
N from the Woman's Friends, tho' the Man has no- 
thing, and it ſeems a little hard on the Man's Side, 


q 5 that he ſhould be turn'd out of Doors by his Fa- 


ther, and no other Proviſion, made for him but a 
Wife he knows nothing of. 

(x) Such an Oath — the Man Poon 3 
his marrying a ſecond Wife when able, and pre- 
vent the firſt receiving for her Conſent a Gratuity, 
which makes Amends for the Fortune ſhe brought, 


Love. 


tle more than what the Poor give; for 


her Conjugal Chaſtity. Which rom is ne- 


and the Wrong ſhe ſuffers by a Partner in, her 


Lv: ** | 
re, || Conſent of the firſt 3, to which if ſhe. con- 
ho ſent, he is oblig*d. to pay her ſo much; and 
ing the Woman is received into the Houſe, 
lay more as a Concubine, - than. Wife. When 
The the Huſband obſerves his Wife grow (o) 
all old, he may for ſake her, to marry . young- 
lit- er. However, he keeps Her in his Houſe, 
for | where. ſhe is bound to give an Account of 
nce it, and. ſerve; the younger; look after the 
ob. Kitchen, and da 8 Pleaſes her: Huſ- 
no * IS f 2 40% v doafy 
The he Peop e of * 4 FA 
m- | nomerapa, in the ys * 1 erg 2 
,rve Ethiopia,: marry. accord- din the Southern „ Ach. 
ne- | ing to their Abilities, as opia 2 ef 
© | many Wiverascheywill; fee . ol on 
4. ſo but the farſt ! 18 the chief. Kingdoms; and reaches 
cher eſt, the others ſerve her, from the North to ebe 
'the and her Children ſucceed uy F990 ou 
ſent inthe Inheritance. No ret Ivad % "04 
IQ | dd e marryta Woman "Caſt Child-bear- 
ation ing: And when the Women ares firſt Big, 
no- there is great Joy in theit Families. The 


Side, old. »Vomeng » when not 2 to (3), con- 
but 4 . . lr ele - . _—_ dz - 20 g 0 D * " FEW» 


100 1545 is. 3 8 8 to Na- 
ture and Policy? For why ſhould a Man bind him- 
rer ſelf to a Woman, that can anſwer but the leaſt of 
uit), three Grand Articles, | 
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ceive, may not marry. The Virgins g na- 
ked till married, and then wear a thin Silk; 

and when chey have Children cover their 
| Bellies and Breaſts (4) Qoſer, -* ©;** 
PE - "TM FohabHahtd of * 
bod lalala. We | Zocotara have the like 
ris, @ Town OY: Polygamy, . and may 
E upon the Coaft + change them at Plea- 
e am ſure, and that by carry- 
2 ing them into a Market, or publick Place; 
| | Where they exchange for others, either for 
a Time, or for ever. „ 
j 18 1 1 Thoſe of Canada 
} a # 4 content themſelves with 
ll Nam one (e) Wife, tho'they 

are not forbid many. 


Le 0 b Ihe 
tho“ we have many old Folks paſt Love, or being 


\ 
loved, and yet they muſt have a Huſband: A Vice b 
more abominable than all the Errors of Youth, and by 
a 
v 
h 


? 


. , , , 


i | he that continues warm at Sixty, ſure was ſcalding 

0 hot at Sixteen. 

5 (4) When they come to Child Bearing they are 

tender, and ought to preſerve thoſe Parts more 

eſpecially from the Injuries of the Weather, which n 

= ſo immediately tend to the Propagation , Production fe 

i and Support of the Infant. -Þ 
1 (r) Few People beſides themſelves would be fo tl 

i chaſte and reſery'd, for many Men's Proceedings 

| paſs upon the World for Virtues; that if it were E 
| not for the Cenſure of the Law, would appear un- 

t 

| der a leſs glorious Character, 


The 


being 
Vice 
„ and 
dünne 


y are 
more 
vhich 


i&ion 
be fo 
dings 
were 
ir un- 
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The * have many, not ſo much 
out of Luſt, as to gain (5s). Authority by 
Alliances, and a Multitude of Children; 
The Fathers never endow, or give 
thing to their Daughters: Nay, he that 
marries one of them, makes their Parents 
Preſents in Proportion to their Abilities, or 
the Beauty of their Daughter. They cele- 
brate their Marriages ſolemnly, with Songs, 
Muſick, Balls, and Panegyricks on. the 
New-married. When a Woman is taken 
in Adultery, ſhe attones for the Crime with 
her (7) Life; as does the Adulterer: It is 
not ſo with the unmarried Women, to whom 


it is no () Diſhonour to have been enjoy*d i 


9 their Lovers. 1 
| Tho 


(5) Children were math an equal Meaſure of 
Wealth, as Slaves and Cattle, but 'are become 
burthenſome to moſt Families in Europe at leaſt, 
and as for ftrengthening our ſelves by their Marri- 
ages, Experience ſhews it is a groſs Error, and 
what has much impared thoſe other Families, that 
have match'd in ſuch numerous and prolific Ones. 

i) Adultery is a Crime, that where Cuſtom has 
not permitted it, has the leaſt to be faid in its De- 
fence of any: But' for People to be caught in the 
Fact, is ſuch an Addition of Folly to the Fault, 
that it merits nothing leſs than Death. 

% Where a Woman has not tied up her own 
a I dare not ſay it is a Crime, tho? I cannot 

kings | 


5 ths: other, when they dee 


T4] 


The Inhabitants of ® 
Florida have only one 


e and fruitful 
5 2 Neth Wife, to diſtinguiſh * em 
Ameries. from their Kings, and 
ASA great Lords, who have 


es Florida i 8 a very 


two or three; but on this Compact how- 


ever, that the firſt ſhall have the chief Au- 
thority in the Houſe, and that theif Sons 
"ſhall inherit the Father's Eſtates, or Govern- 


ment. But all theſe Wives apply themfe]- 
ves indifferently to the Care of the Houſe: 


And when one is with Child, the; Huſband 


0 not any oor lie with her. \ 


Mens . Thingders. ot; 4 


* . is a ae "©. before their Ille 
and in the Bay of Was poſſeſſed by the 


exico, in America, . r ö 
to the South of ©lori- Chriftians, married at 


da, which is one of Pleaſure, and only ſo 
the greateſt belonging on g as they were con- 


to that Part of the. 


© World, di ifeovered by tent to keep: together; 


the Spaniards, for the Separation was 
as well on the one Side, 


11.4 a — 15 {1 5 


= 


2 


s Aale dear it from imjridencs. The IRIS 


themſelves take little or no Notice of it, inſormiich 
that tis almoſt a Proverb, that there is never A 


Cuckold, and never an honeſt Woman in Am/ter- 


cam. 


- Wd BY ow 2 
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| Chriſtian Faith,: marri- 


[1m] 


The Caries: had »divers Wives; aud all 
invited to the Wedding, uſe the Bride: (@) 
at Pleaſure, as well amongPerſons of better 
Rank, as the Commionalty: ' * 5 

The Mexicans be: Mexies ; PP: af 
fore they received the City'in the North 175 
America, the Capital 
% New Spain, and 

of a Province of the 


ſame Name, the Seat 
F the Spaniſh Vice- 


ed in this Manner: They 
both preſented them ſel- 

ves to their Prieſt; who 
taking them by their Rey of the Weſt-In- 
Hands, aſk'd them ma- dies, 55 an Ar em 
ny Quettionsz and laſtly. FRYE; ous] 


F their Delite to be married together. 


Then taking the (*) Skirt of the Wo- 


man's Veil, and that of the Man's Gar- 


ment, tied them together, and led them ſo 
faſten?d tothe Bride's Houſe, where was a 
great Fire kindled ; they went ſeven times 
round this Fire, and ſate down together; 


. | which! 


— 


; Ty & 


( {W) If bey! have many Gueſts the Bros is * 8 
pitied, but who would not die to be ſo 1125 
lain, not that any Accounts from them acquaint... 
us with one particular Inſtance of any ſo l 4. 
on her Wedding Night. 

(x) This implies the myſtical Union 'of them; 
two, and that they ſhould abide by, and be as much 
as their Affairs will permit, one with the other: 
The Ceremony of walking round the Fire is the 
ſame as thoſe of Cunkan and Balogatta uſe, andi is, 
explain'd there. TO 


£ 


[22] . 


which ended all the Ceremonies, and e 


Marriage: was compleat. Ky 
The an of Civola, or New e Gus 


mata, are content with one Wife, whom 


they may freely leave; as the Women may 


their Huſbands with the ſame Liberty, 
when they know they 90 (3) aſtray. *_ 


"Thoſe of Cumana, before they marry 
their Daughters, ſend them into the public 


Pfazza's, that they may by Converſation 


learn the Burthens and (2) Duties of Ma- 


trimony. The Perſons of Note, and the 


Rich, marry many Women at Pleafure , 
take all Travellers to their Houſes, 


meet in the Roads, and Jet them enjoy 


thoſe o of their (a) Wives they like beſt. 
In 


« 7 When the Woman goes aſtray, *tis more 


than Time ſhe was diſcarded ; for tho* the Sin, 
: peradventure of the Perjury may be equally Capi- 


tal in both; yet the Nature of the Conſequences 


of ſuch Deviations cannot but be more fatal on 


the Woman's Behalf than the Man's. 
(2) They are more eaſily learnt than practiſed, 


but what can a Man expect from one that never 


heard a Syllable 8 
(4) This is the laſt Degree of Goodneſs and 
Hoſpitality to entertain Strangers ſo een at 


| Bed. and ard. 


Sai DL As odd Ccouals aero. oo ogds oe” 5. ai 


i 


the, meaneſt Condition, 43, Spaniards 


jg WH w 1 


on the Wedding-Day, 


1 1 
i * Paris they may RES 
have many Wives; but nee in "the Tons 
one is the Miſtreſs of the Fuma, in South A- 


Houſe, and commands merica, near the 


Thoſe of Narth Sea, and un- 


the other 8. den the nien of 


have at leaſt two or | 
three: And they may all, when theirWives 


begin to grow old, 5 them off, and take 
dee younger. The Prieſts teach them 


when they are young, and from them * 


learn all neceſſary Arts. 
The * Carilbees uſe, 
the ſame Cuſtoms ; but 


and many Days after, and, lie ex- 
they take their Wives, #ended like 2 Bow, 
with great Noiſe and EV 3 3 
Attendance, into the In, of Rico Porto. | 
Woods, where they 
hunt, and (Y) kill all they meet with. 

The Topinanbous, Inhabitants of Braff L, 
in the Southern America, have no other Re- 
gard in their Marriages, but to Affinity in 


the firſt Degree, becauſe from the Second 


they may marry all their Relations. They 


allow Polygamy, which gives them the Re- 
pute of being Brave and Rich. The Par- 


G 2 tiality 


(9 Acruel S of inuring "Sb Wives to 
Rapines, Murder and Bloodfhed, 
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tiality they ewt to one more th n another, 
makes not the other; 9 — * den er 

all very F 1 As to the eee 
He that has a M ind to a young W. man, 
ſeeks her of her Father, and next Relation; 
and when he has obtain'd Conſent, leads 
her home, and ſhe becomes his Wife. 2 hey 
promiſe their Sons in their. Childhood; and 
when at Fears, they are bound to ſtand. 5 
the Will of their. Parents. Vet the "Hil: 
band may. caſt.off his Wife upon any great 
Diſtaſte; as ſhe may alſo, on the like Oc 
caſion; telling him plainly, ſhe leaves him, 

to ſeek another mbre, civil Huſband : And 
theſe Separations do not e them to 
4 bd 6) Reſentment. 


by * Ss they had 


5 ene * many Wives before they 
Rer. affording were Roman Catholicks'; 


great Plenty of Gold yet only One Was reckon- 
and Silver Mines; and ed lawful, When they 


at the Diſcovery, the 
0 potent Kingdom would mar! r y. any one, 


| — in South America. 75 f they went to. her Houle, 
and with the Father? 5 

Conſent, put her on an Olicha, which is a 

Shoe 


6 


2 4) The Front Sealed ths is us'd among 
*em upon every little Provocation, makes 'em 
not expect ſure to live either long or happily toge- 
ther: There 1 is nothing in the Preliminaries of their 

Marriage 


= 8 — — * * — — — 1 
: 
-— 
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8 


Shoe they 


taz 


uſe) and ſo lead her home. When 
they hadi Virgin, the Orroys' was of (4) 
Wool z if-ſhe Had been taken by others be- 
fore, Vit was Of Ruſnes. All: the Concu- 


bites were bouf d.\to' honour the firſt Wife; 


and ſhie only, upon the Death of her Haf- 
band; put on Mourning for à Year, during 


Which Time he eould not marry again. * 


4 Fhe Tlalini and Vuraes, that live in the 


Province of: Sana Croſe, have many Wives. 
There the Niece may marry her Uncle 


And when the Daughter is a Vear old, the 
Parents deſign her an Huſband, who is al- 
ways ber nenen Kin after the Second De- 
gree. They go to ſeek him; and for Con- 
— of the Marriage agreed, carry 
him a (% BOÜ Arrows, and a Spade. If 


he tales them; he is preſently conducted 
home as a Son- in-Law, where he learns to 


Yo 7.38 3 | know 


* ig * * Ss 91 ** - 
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Matrage u Wir Epple Vidteice i in their Detire, or 
Application in their Suit, which leaves the Wo- 


man's Heart too leſs ſenſibly touch'd, and there - 
fore more ſuſceptible of Diſguſt; and as they meet 


without Affection, they part without Concern. 


(4) The moſt barbarous Nations ever ſet moſt 
by * Virgin to marry, Fr they did not affect the | 


petti) Je” 
= -* There ate PIT Vaio Emblems of Ad 


vice to the Man, and Expectation from him, 


meining Courage and His Acceptance 
"0 a hoon to hght and work for her. 
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know and manage the Intereſis of bis 
Bride, till the is at an Age capable to do 
it. When a young Man would get him 
a Wife, he goes to her Parents, and pre- 
ſents them a Bundle of (f) Sticks. If they 
are receiv*d, it is a Sign the Motion is 
embrac'd z and the Houſe from that Time, 
is free to him. Soon after a Weman is 
married, ſhe makes a (g) Shroud to bu- 


ry _ Huſband, and another for her- 


* Gina 1 * "i . Guiene, or Naw 
large Country in the Andalyfia, the Perſons of 
South America, abe higheſt Quality and rich- 


© _ 2 eſt, marry two or three 


Bee. Dutch” ad Wives, and often more, 
the Commonalty being 
oblig*d to one. 2 


* 


lam unwilling to think he carries this hum 
Par 2 Fro A the W of his intended Bride, as 

ar a Proof of his deſigning to be a good lov 
Huſband, as he there furniſhes. "Gall ſo wb] 
Jaffruments of Chaſtiſement; but would rather 
take it for a Type of Labour and Willingneſs to 
work to maintain her. 

(z) Moſt Women are prepa ring g for Childbed 
Linnen, and lo oking out for beneficial-Goflips,. 
and * * of 9 ſad 900} HE Con- 
cerns, are unden Gro Theſe 

— Bakbatians. know. the firſt huren 


of, 


F 


eee 


dee at ot Ea. ˙ a GK 3 
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ther Wives are but as Servants to the firſts | 


Thoſe who have the greateſt Number of 


Women, are moſt eſteem'd, and reſpet* 
ed: In other Things, rhey follow the "Cu 
ſtoms of Peru. There are in Syria a Sort 
of People, called Draa, who, by ſome» 
are believ'd Chriftians; but in their Ac- 


tions, are neither Chrifians, nor Jews. 


Theſe indifferently marry their Daughters, 
Mothers and 1 Nee ein giving this for a 
Reaſon, That they have ry Children by 


them, and not by others; and no one can 


forbid them the Uſe of their (D) own. 
They have ſome Feaſts in the Year, when 


all the Men and Women meet together to 


divert themſelves. There they feaſt in 
common; and after A drunk, give 
1600” R 1 


qt Word: is to be — to 


Rr 


—_— than quietly and -contentedly walk off 
the Stage, and leave our Children 0 ſbiſt woof 


60 "Theſe ure 'the only Things that are our 
own, 'and-that werſhould-rot uſe chat way atleaſt. 


At is not Precept nor Prejudice-of Education, but 


Nature ſeems very much ſtarted at the very propo- 
ing it, Parents and Children can't come together., 
but at aipreat'Diſ of Vears, and this Over- 


fightin Folioy mould render it impracticable. But. 
= t ſhall we tay whe long rotairPd'Cutoms of 
: untries, 4 


— — 
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a mutual RO, to enjoy thoſs Women 

they like moſt; renouncing, on nne | 
ſion, any Property i in their Wives. 
The Eaſtern Japoneſi, commonly call' 
Lopes Salvatici, contract their Marriages 
in the Preſence of their Parents and Friends; 
the firſt Ceremony being, Striking againſt 
a Stone, out of which he that makes the 
firſt. (i) Fire come, is eſteem'd the molt 
excellent. The Marriage thus eſtabliſh'd, 
the Bride, dreſs'd in Ermin Skins or 84 
bles, is ſet upon a tame Boar, and her Re- 
lations and Friends accompany her to the 
Cave or Tent, (becauſe they have no Hou- 
ſes nor Cities,) ſinging, and wiſfling them 
- Health and Iſſue. The Bridegroom is al- 
10 in Bears Skins, or Martins; and from 


41 | that 


di) It being reputed.a Mark of Vigour, or Skill, 
or elſe an Omen of Good-Luck; for Fire has been 
the moſt glorified Element of any, for God! 
ſelf appear d in it to Moſes, in the Buſn, duce eel ; 
him, and the Tribes through the Wilderneſs, c. 

{ and many other [Inſtances may be brought even 

f from as high as Cain and Abel, for the Fire deſcen- 

— ded from Heaven, and conſumed. the Offerings; 
and theſe I imagine left ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
the Eaſtern People, that tho' it has been wrong 

applied, and mixt with other Superſtitions, yet 

- was the great Original of this great Veperation 


_ theſe People and the Perfians too, retain ſtill for | 
Fi ire. . 
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. that Time they live together They fail 
2 | not Feaſting, and' Dancing to ſome ruſtick 
3 Muſick; and to ſing the Praiſes of their 
5 Ancient Captains in Verſe; in Memory 
of whom, to bewail their Deaths, their 
” Singing 1s interrupted, and they lameft, 
4 ery, groan, and caſt” tchemſelves on tüte 
- Ground; with a "Thouſand Contorſions, 
* "= WM deſperate | Perſons, for ſome great 
Loſs; after which, they return to their 
"4 Singing and Balls, and * the 1 in 
* i ale ——_— 

n the Southern Parts Is 
e me Tg ob: 
5 | A Man Tikes * young. ee "of 57 


| Woman " he de eman 7 Sat ny all the 
her of her Parents, 4 I 1 

a full Aſſembly; and bakote he goes away, 
if her Parents conſent, he takes her; ami 
carries her home, without more Cn 
The Company get together next Day to 

(&) feaſt z after which, the Huſband re- 
FT DS” ceives 


(4) *Tis very remarkable that thoꝰ many Nati 
ons differ ſtrangely in their Amours, and Ceremo- 


3 nies' of their Celebrating that new, rather than 
n {tt Alliance; yet all of them concur in this 
8 Sone, viz. That there is Mirth, Muſick, Merry- 
et Making, Singing, Dancing, 'Shouting, Rejoy- 
n cing, publick Exerciſing, ſome « on Horſeback, 


r | ' - done 


("md 


„„ 

ceives hat is aſſign'd him in Downy with: 
his Wife, who is bound to exerciſe the 
ſame Trade and Profeſſion: of Life as her 
Huſband does, and to be never out of his 
Sight. When ſte is falſe to her 
Duty, her- Huſband: ſends. her: back to er 
Parents, ho ſhave her; and if her Huſ- 
band be content to take her home 
mne is never more enjoy'd by him, but ob- 
lig d to ſerue him as long as ſhe ien. 


"TIT Foot; ſome one way, ſome andiher'; but 
_every - that can be. thought on to divert the. 
Bride and Bridegroom, and by their Alacrity in 
_ endeayouring:to make them eaſy and pleasd; give 
em a Proof of their Friendſhip and good Wiſhes; 
and from their being ſo themſelves draw a happy 


Conlon, 1s a joyful Augury of cher future fe. 
 hicity... 
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8. 'H the Pablick is not at alle con- | 

pe ©  cern*d, either in the Misfortunes, 
1 or Follies, of ſo inconſiderable. "i 
Person as myſelf,” yet having 


more Leiſure 
Upon my Hands, 


eful Place of 


[t Solitude, * than 1 well know how to diſ- 
© pole of, the World, I hope, will forgive 


me for taking 


tedious! Hours of my Captivity. 
as it has been my Fate to be Seven Times 


hip reck'd upon 


the inhoſpitable Shoar of 


this Method to beguile the 
Beſides, 


Matrimony, perhaps T am better ablè to 


1 the 


+ Wrote by the Author, while under Conbine- 
ment for Debt. 


1 


Situation ard e of that 


Country, 
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Country, than the Generality of Mankind 


can pretend to, who have not made ſo ma- 


ny -dangerow Voyages thither as I have 
done. And after all, the very Place I am 
in, at preſent, ſeems to challenge this Per- 
formance from me; for Marriage being one 


of the ſevereſt Confinements in Nature, no 
Man can write ſoifeelingly of it, as he that 


is actually a Priſoner, neither is any Place 
ſo proper to give an Account of it in as 
a Goal. N 

Having made two or three Campaigns 
in Flanders under the famous Mareſchal 


de Tureme, my ch Father ſent for me 
home, in order to ſee me ſettled in the 


World before he died: Kor which Pur-- 


Poſe he recommended to me a ſtale ancient 


Widow, aged Threeſcore at leaſt ; adding, 


__  Fhat tho* her Perſon was indifferent, yet 
| ſhe had Abundance of Wealth to atone. 
for all Defects of Nature, *Twas in vain 
to remonſtrate to him, what a Diſpropor-- 
tion there was between our Ages, and con- 
Tequently between our Humours:and Incli- 
nations. The old Gentleman reſolved to 


be obey*'d without any Reſerve, and after 


the laudable Example of moſt Parents, 
who think it not enough to give their Chil- 


dren a Being, unleſs they take Pains to 


make it miſerable to them, ſacrific'd his 


eldeſt Son to his own ſordid Avarice. : 
. - | e 
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as Baff, and boaſted the ſame 1 


Complexion, yet her Soul was tougher, 
and more obſtinate. She inſiſted everlaſt- 


ingly upon the Prerogative of her Age, 
and told me young Mien ought to be obſe- 


which Time daily diſcover'd to me, the 
Was a Zealous Admirer. of cool Nants, . and: 
other Strong Liquors ;. and, for my Part, 
I was ſo far from checking this commenda- 
ble Humour, that J endeavour'd, all I cou'd, 


[Tag] 
It would look like IIl-nature to at- 
u thor Deſcription of my 


Spouſeſt Perſon, and therefore I ſhall wave 


it, becauſe all Women would be young and 


hand feme if it lay in their Power ; and: 


"tis no Hault of theirs, that either Nature | 
or Old Age give them Deformity or Wrin-- 
les. Oaly —— give me leave to obſerve 
that never were Body I 
than in her. Tho' her Hide was as 


quious to Perſons- of Experien 
Among her other noble 


n 


to encourage it. I, underhand, procur'd 
the Curate of the Pariſh; who lov'd Guz- 


ling better than Praying, and an old red-- 
nos'd Midwiſe in the Neighbourhood, 'to- 


ply her with conſtant: Viſits ;. and theſe two 


faithful Agents of mine ſo effectually diſ- 
charg'd their Commiſſion, that, in two: 


Months, they drank my Spouſe into a 
hopeful Went which, . by 
A: 
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A Complication of other Diſtempers, trip'd 


up her Heels in as many Months more, 
and ſent her to her worſhipful Ance- 


* ſtors. 


ir impoſſible to deſeribe the pleaſure 


7 Satisfaction 1 found in'my' ſelf, when J 


was got rid of this ſuperannuated Piece of 
FHouſhould- ſtuff. I fancied the whole Face 
of Nature more delightful and agreeable 


than before, my Dreams were happy and 
' fortunate, every Glaſs of Wine, and every 
Diſn of Meat ſeem'd to carry a new Flavour 


with it. In ſhort, I was ſo pleas'd with the 


Happineſs of my Condition, that T'reſoly*d 


" 


to alter it upon no Conſideration whatever, 
nor tempt Providence, by leaping into the 
lame Gulph a ſecond Time. But whether 
Heaven deſign'd to humble me for the Sins 


of my Family, or give me a new Opportu- 


£ 


i 


— 
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Hity to exerciſe my Patience, I chanced, 
"not long after, to be invited to a certain Aſ- 
ſembly, where I ſaw one of the moſt charm- 
ing young Creatures in the Univerſe. What 
need I enlarge upon every Particular? 1 

lov'd her, and to that violent Degree, that 
tho her Family and Fortune were infinitely 
inferior to mine, and my Relations had of- 
fer'd me twenty and twenty Matches, that 
would have been much more advantageous 
to me, yet hurried on by the left-handed 


Planet that perſided over my Nativity, _ 
ea 
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deaf to all the Repreſentations off my 


Friends, who all advis'd me apainſt this 


accurſed Con junction; J was the ſecond 
Tinetbetray's 11 oro the pave: of: Mate 
ny 

Thad latter; d myſelf all bw od this 
young Woman, whom, like a Coxcomb 
as I was, I took for an Angel incarnate, 
would not pretend to rule the Roaſt, and 
domineer, as perhaps one. of equal. Quality 8 
with myſelf might do, but make up in At- 
fection, Duty, Submiſſion, and other Con- 
jugal Virtues, what: ſne wanted in For- 
cung.: 

Bur, alas la little Fins 3 me, 
that I reckonꝰd all this while without my 


Hoſt; for this demure, mealy- mouth'd 


Baggage, who I expected would have been 


a ſecond patient Griſel, prov'd the moſt 
termagant, 1ll-condition*d Fury, that ever 
rebell'd againſt her Lord and Sovereign. 


She talk'd me deaf all Day, the ſame Fer- 


ſecution ſhe continu'd to me all Night. 


Nay, ſo impertinent was ſhe of her Tongue, 
that ſhed ſcold even when the Rites of 


Love were performing, at which favoura- 


ble Moment the very worſt of her Sex are 


content to drop their Reſentments. 


One while ſhe wou*d perſecute me for. a 


new Gow and Petticoat, another while for 


a new Sett of Indian Furniture. The Look- 
ug 


17881 


ing - Olaſſes were not of the neweſt Mode, 
the Stair-Caſe was dark, the Parlour Roof 
zoo low. In ſhort, I muſt pluck down the 
Whole Houfe to ſatisfy her Vanity. Beſides, 
ſhe expected every Minute when ſhe muſt 
ery out, and was I ſuch a Fool as to believe 
The would diſgrace herſelf ſo far, as to lie 
ina Bed that was contemporary to Farthin- 
gats, and had been made in the Reign of 
Weh Zliaabeib? 
For ſome Time bore this inſolent Lan 
unge with all the Patience I was Mafter 
of, hoping the Humour would dry up of 
itſelf: But as I found no good Succeſs from 
it, I 'refoly*d to give her as good as fhe 
brought, and [fo whenever ſhe began o 
ring the Changes with her never-Failing 
Female Clack, I was as o rous on my 
Side, and pour'd a Broad ſide upon her. 
Bur I ſoon became ſenſible that a married 
Man had as good run his Head againſt u 
Brick-Wall, : as wath a Woman i 
her own Element of Scolding, for ich 
Reaſon Lreſolv d to alter my Meaſures. 
The next Time ſhie attack d me with her a 
matrimonial Rhetoric, I replied not one i 
By llakle either goed or bad, but walk Al 
unconcern'd about the Room, and either Cl 
Whiſtled, or humm'd a Tune to mylelf, 4 
This anexpetted Negle& uf her Eloquence ce 
. 80 
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that her Paſſion had like to have cheak -N 
her. She invok'd Henven and Hell to her 
Afliftancez ſhe wiſh*d herſelf fifty Foot 
under Ground when the Parſon za her 
to fo barbarous a Tyrant ; ſhe murder d 


=_ Lap-Dag and Parrot in her Fury, ani 


fame Sheets with me; walk*d all Night 
about my Bed, like the Alderman's fooliſh 
Wife in the Londen Cickolds. 
Finding the. admirable Succeſs of this 
Preſoription, I determmꝰd to continue it to 
my poor Wife till J had eſfectually cur d 
her, which, to the Honour of my new 
Doctorſhip, I ſoon perſorm'd; for fo con- 
cern'd was the virtuous Spouſe of 
ſom, 40 ſee that her Tongue- Artillery made 
not the leaſt Impreſſion upon the Fortreſs 
of my Heart, that in a little Time the im- 
Patienee of her Nature fretted her into a 


Donſumption; and thus Heav'n, of ats in 


finite Mercy, was onee more pleas'd to re- 
ſtore me to my natural Biberty. 

One would reaſonably conclude now, chat 
a Man who had the ill Lack to be ſueceſ- 
AHvely married to fuch a Brace of Devils, 


and the good Luck to get rid of them ſo 


chkaply, would ſolethnly forſwear Marriage, 


and all its wicked Works, for the Time to 


come. I did ſo, but alas! What figniftes 


to. contend with Fate? For the Devil of 


Loves 


aring ſhe would never come within the 


_  — — — ͥ ³—— 
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Love, who never fails to Jay Lime-twigs 
in the Way of the Righteous; ſhow?d mea 
Country Babbiierts Daughter at the Opera, 
vhoſe Name was Melaniſſa, beauteous to a 


Miracle, and charming beyond Expreſſion. 
One Look of her made an entire Conqueſt 


of my Heart, and daſh*d all my noble Re- 


ſolutions to Pieces. I languiſh'd, F figh'd 
for her, nay, I rhim*d and verſify'd for 
her. To conclude, 'I was upon the Brink 
of Deſpair to obtain her; and within a 
e after the Conſummation of our 
Marriage, was as impatient and uneaſyſ to 
free myſelf from her nauſeous Embraces, 
Had Naturòè taken as much Pains in 
— her Soul, as ſhe took in moulding 
her exterior Form, I had<ertainly been the 
happieſt Huſband in the Univerſe. But as 


a fooliſh awkward Woman cannot fail of 


growing deſpicable, let her Out- ſide be ne- 
ver ſo bewitching, fo ſoon as ever the Edge 
of the Appetite is rebated by 'Enjoyment, 
I found, to my Sorrow, that "Melanifſa had 


none of thoſe Charms which I fancied her 


fo plentifully poſſeſs'd of at firſt, ſo that for 
all the Comfort found either in the Ma- 
nagement of her Family, or in her Conver- 
fation, I might as well have link*d myſe If 
to a painted Baby, or offer'd NN to 
ea U Ht 5 ö 
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Other People may wiſh their Wives 
8 ſtock'd with Virtue and Religion, 
for, my Part Iam not ſo impudent to aſſ 


any Miracles of Heaven, but ſhould be ve- 


ry; well content, in this degenerate Age, if 


mine had only Pride, attended with a con- 


venient Sprightlineſs of Wit. A little 
fooliſh Sophiſtry may cheat, and. impoſe 
upon: a Woman's Virtue, and two or three 
Texts of Scripture, diſcreetly. manag'd by 
a Gallant, may demoliſh her Religion. 
But Pride is an impregnable Cittadel, which 
is neither to be taken by down: right Storm- 
ing, nor under-hand Treachery. A Lady 
chat has Pride, that is to ſay, that has a 
juſt Value for herſelf, ſcorns to violate her 
onour, becauſe ſhe ſcorns to leave it in 
any Man' s Power to: inſult her, and this 
proves a never: failing Security to her, when 
her Virtue and Religion are beaten out of 
the Field. And then I would have my 
Wife Miſtreſs of a convenient Sprightlineſs 
of Wit, both to humble impertinent Cox- 
combs upon Occaſion, as alſo to keep Love 
alive, and give it anew Motion, when En- 
joy ment and long Cohabitation have lull'd 
it alleep. F 
I can't tell whether ſhe did me a, Ho- 
nour to make me a Cuckold, or no; but 
this Jam ſure of, that her undiſcreet Con- 
duct made not only myſelf, but all. the 
el of | N Gl igh- 


[ 142 } 


Net ighbourhood, conclude me to be one of 


ar numerous Claſs, which was ajl one as 
if the had actually beſtow'd that Favaur up- 
on'me, To 5 mort of my Story, ne- 
ver was poor Priſoner ſo ſick of his Chains 


a8 I was of mine, and when I was reduc'd 


to the Extremity of Deſpair, neither Know- 
ing how, or when, I ſhould be relvasꝰd out 
of Captivity, Providence was pleas'd' io 
anty this Gordian Knot for me, by taking 
her off in Child-birtn. 

As I had now, to my great Regret and 
Sorrow, hazarded my whole 9 n 


two young Women, ht been equally diſ- 
| appointed by both, I came to this Reſolu- 


tion, That if ever my Inclination, or my 
Fate, ſhou'd throw me upon this Aippery 
State again, it would be much more a 

viſeable for me to pitch upon ſome ſober 


middle-aged Matron, that had ſeen the 
World, and managed the Concerns of a 


Family, than ſuffer myſelf to be wheedled 
into Matrimony by ſome raw unexperienc'd 
Creature, and truck the Repoſe and Fran- 


quility of my whole Life to a little infigni- 
ficant White and Red, which is ſeldom 


long. liv'd. X 

While I was employ'd by theſe noble 
Thoughts, ſome of my Relations recom- 
mended me to an Advocate's Widow, whoſe 
Huſband had left her prodigioufty rich. 


Not 


92. rr. „ ya 


. 


hl 


cc 


„ a 
Net to conceal my Infirmities from. tha : 
World, I muſt freely own, that it was not 
the Agreeableneſs of her Perſon, nor the 
Merit of her Reputation, chat once mors 
prevail*d. with me to part with my Liberty, 
but I had a wonderful Itching upon me to 
be fingering of her Bags, and diſpoſing of 
ber dirty Acres, A Woman worth Twen.. 
ty cond Pounds, as, this Widow was, 
had Twenty Thouſand Charms about her: 


| Now, how was it poſſible for any ſingle, 


Man to reſiſt Twenty Thouſand C Charms, 
chat were current Money all the World | 
over from London to Japan? 8 
About a Fortnight after our Marriage, L 
deſir'd her to let me have the peruſing o 


her Bonds, and other. Papers, _ that we 


might manage every Thing to our beſt Ad- 
vantage. How, cry'd ſhe, in a furious 
Tone, 10 our belt Advantage, What De- 
vil was it put it into thy Noddle to 


think I would comply with any ſuch, 


„ Propoſal? What! I part with my Bonds 
and my Papers! No, Ill ſooner part 
% with my Head, My late Huſband 
** (God reſt his Soul) adviſed me never 
to give the Staff out of my own Hands, 

« and do'ſt thou think I am fo damn'd a 
Fool to negle&t ſuch a Huſband's Ad- 
* vice, who "(to thy Face I tell it thee) 
« underſtood the Law as well as ever a 
| 66 daggle- 
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Uaggle-raifd Counſellor of them all, 
wh dumb founded the Trutli with 
40 Lungs of Leather, and Front of Braſs 
ein Feſtmiviſter Hall,. 
In fine, Matters came to ſuch a Pitch at 
laſt, that ſhe would neither eat, nor drink, 
nor go to Bed, unleſs I could ſhow! ber. 
Law for't ; nay, if I asK*d her to accompa- 
ny me to Church, ſhe ſtill demanded a 
Preſident. Law it was ſhe wou'd be go- 
vern'd by, and ſhe would ſtand and fall 
by the . Since I found + her! upon 
this Strain, I reſoved to give my Gentle- 
woman her Bellyfull of what ſhe lov'd 3-ſo 
to Law we went, I lugg'd at one End of 
her Eſtate, and ſhe lugg'd at the other. 
After ſeveral expenſive Trials *cwas my 
good Fortune, or rather the Merit of my 
Fees, to caſt her, upon which Succeſs. I im- 
mediately cut down a pretty Rookery, and 
Grove of Trees adjoining to her Houſe, 
whoſe untimely Lopping ſhe took ſo ex- 
ceedingly to Heart, that ſhe pin'd away 
herſelf to a Skdleron; and- I was ſo nicely 


con ſcientious as to make her Coffin of one 


of thoſe beloved Fr ces that had occaſionꝰd 
her Death. e 

Tho' this litigious pettifogging female 
Limb of the I this ſecond Edition of 
Widow Blackacre Sk Additions and A- 
mendments, had prov'd. ſuch a curſed 


Thorn 


„„ . Ss 
Thorn in my Foot, yet, like poor Loſers 


at the Royal Oak Lottery, that ſtill game 


on with an Expectation of making up 
their Loſſes, the ſame numerical Devil that 
had ſo often palm'd a bad Wife upon me, 
whiſper'd me, as I thought, in the Ear, 
that his Malice was now over, and that 
my next Election ſhould ſucceed to my 
Hearts Jar ©: 

As Fortune would Kind it, I caſt my 
Eyes upon my Lady Gripe-well, the ſad. 
and melancholy Relict of my late Lord 
Gripe-well, Her Year of Mourning was 


hardly over, when I made my Addreſſes 
to her. After the uſual Formalities were 


paſt (for Widows like B—ps are oblig'd, 


in Point of Decency, to refuſe once or 


twice what they moſt earneſtly deſire) we 


were eccleſiaſtically conglutinated with a 


World of Pomp and Magnificence. This 
Noiſe and Hurry I liked well enough for 
a few Days, but finding it ſtill to continue, 
and carry the ſame, if not a greater Ex- 

pence with it, I made bold to remonſtrate 


to her Ladyſhip, that this profuſe Way 


of Living wou'd ſoon confound my Eſtate, 


and therefore defred, her to fea theſe 


Extravagancies, She took me up imme- 


diately, telling me ſhe was a Perſon of 
Quality, and would always live like one, 
in ſhort, that ſhe wou'd not diſgrace her 


H Family, 
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Fawily, nor mine, and what Entertain- 
ments ſhe gave, was all for my Reputa- 
tion. 
Well, the Devil take this Word Qua- 
lity, for it was thunder'd into my Ears a 
Thouſand times a Day. For Inſtance, if 
T told her *twas indecent to ſtay out ſo late 
a Nights, ſhe anſwer'd, *twas the Way of 
Perſons of Quality; if I deſired her to 
leave off Borrowing of Money of fine 
Gentlemen, and frequenting the Baſſet 
Table, why all Perſons of Quality did the 
ſame: In ſhort, whatever Irregularities I 
tax'd her with, ſhe ſtill retreated into that 
Inchanted Caſile call'd Qualily. Not to 
dwell longer vupon ſo ungrateful a Subject, 
her Quality (a Pox confonud it) run me out 
of all thoſe vaſt Sums which I had got 
with ſo much Trouble out of my Woman 
of Law, At laſt Providence commiſera— 
ted my Condition, and made my Spouſe 
die a Martyr to that Quality, of which ſhe 
was ſo fond an Idolater, for happening to 
go one Afternoon with my Lady Tope- 
much, and her two fulſom ders to 
viſit Sir Henry All- Crafts Widow, the 
Coach moſt luckily over-ſet at the Corn- 
er of Chancery-Lane End, and the old Fat 
Lady, with her two Plump Daughters, fall- 
ing upon my boring Wileethe broke 1 
rm 
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Arm and Leg, and expired next Morning. 
Being delivered from this Load of Qua- 
lity, I ſung Te Deum within my ſelf, and 
for three Years ſuch a lewd Thought as 
that of Matrimony never came into my 
Head, but took my full Swing of thoſe 
innocent Diverſions the Country affords. 
However, the Ghoſt of Matrimony ſtyl. 
haunting, me, I unfortunately relaps'd in- 


to my old Diſtemper, and was over- per- 


ſwaded to marry a grave-demure Maiden, 
aged Thirty five, whoſe Character I will 
give you in a few Words, before I pro- 


ceed to relate how we liv*d together. 


She was the Daughter of a P/alm-/ſing- 
ing Alderman, and bred up after the Ci- 
ty Manner, that is, in much Hypocriſy, 
much Affectation; and much Awkward- 
neſs. She deſired to be thought a Per- 
ſon of extraordinary Virtue and Devoti- 
on, by the fame Token ſhe ſhow'd the 
former by pnmercifully Railing at all 
thoſe of her Sex, whoſe Reputation was 
in the leaſt ſuſpected, as ſhe diſcover'd 
the latter, by calling all the Men A- 
theiſts : She was a mighty Lecture- hunter, 
and wou'd run you over every Parſon's 
Name in the Town, as volubly as a Welch 
Bard runs over a Genealogy; nay, her 
Church-Intelligence ſtoop'd ſo low, as to 
take Cognizance even of the meaneſt Cu- 

. rate 
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rate and Reader. And | laſtly, for tha 
nice making her Reſponſes, and at the 
lame time managing her Patches at 
Church, .no Woman in London or We 15 
minſter came near her. 

Our firit Miſunderſtanding was bale 
a Chaplain, for ſhe perpetually teaz*'d me 
to take one into my Family, adding, 
that the Servants would never be right- 
ly order*d, nor Affairs go regular, unleſs 
we had a Divine in the Houle to lay it 
home to their Conſciences. Pray, my 
Lady, fays I to her, harp no more upon. 
this String, you may as ſoon perſuade me 
to maintain a Troop of Dragoons, as a. 
Chaplain, What a Plague are they good 
for, but to run away with our Daughters, 
and fiſh out the Secrets of our Families: 
Or if they can do us any Service, *tis*to 
take a Stale Chamber-maid, or Abigal, off 
of our Hands; but for my Part, I wou'd 
rather be at the Charge and Scandal of 
keeping ten Baſtards than one Chaplain. 
I cou'd expect nothing better, cries ſhe, 
from ſo profane and profligate a Wretch 
as thou art? With that ſhe flung out of 
the Room, and ever after kept me as 
troubleſom a Life with her Virtue, as my 
late Spouſe did with her Quality, She ful- 

ed me 'of Intriguing with a thouſand. 
Women, whoſe Faces I never ſaw. If I. 
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appear'd gay and chearſul, Why then I was 
going to commence a new Piece of Gallan- 


try. If Melancholy, and out of Hu- 
mour, then *twas a plain Caſe the Damoſel 
had diſappointed me; fo that I have often 
had it in my Head to aſſiſt in a Plot to 


cuckold, myſelf, that I might have a juſt 


Pretence to inſult her, and padlock the 


Mouth of het il]-natur*d clamorous Virtue. 


Many adoleful Hour did I paſs with 


nauſeous Mixture of Bigottry and Scan- 


dal, who altho' ſne had Heaven continu- 
ally in her Mouth, made me endure a con- 


tinual Hell in her Company. At laſt, 
when TI had undergone a ſufficient Purgati- 


on for my paſt Sins, Heaven was ſo pro- 


Pitious as to take, her off in her own Call- 
ing; for, going one Sunday Morning, 
without her Tippet, to Church, in a moſt” 
ſevere Froſt, the honeſt Divine, (he de- 
ſerv'd a fat Deanery for his Pains} who, 
it ſeems, lov'd to puſh about the Glaſs in 


his Pulpit, as well as without it, and was 


ſo conſcientious as to give his People rather 
too much than too little for their Money, 


kept them ſo long that my Wife got a 


moſt violent Cold; which, in a few Days 
confin'd her to her Bed, and what I ſhall 


always remember as a moſt ſingular Mer- 
cy to me, was ſeiz'd with ſo ſeaſonable a 


Hoarſneſs, at leaſt two Months before her 
8 | "4-3 Death, 
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Death, that her Tongue could not perform 
its uſual Office of Scolding, which, I dare 
ſwear, did not a little contribute to haſten 
her End. 

I come now to the laſt 8 of my 
Life, which, to my Shame I own it, diſ- 
honours all the other Parts of it. 'Tis 
true, I had met with ſeveral N and 
Croſſes before, but thoſe are not to be laid 
to my Charge; for, as I don't pretend to 
Revelation, or the Spirit of Propheſy, 
*twas no Fault of mine, if a Woman, 


who, I believ'd, wou'd make a diſcreet o- 


bedient Wife, deceiv*d my Expectation. 
Marriage 1s a perfect Lottery, and he that 


will venture his Liberty there, muſt be 


contented with his Chance, whatever it 
proves, 

But nothing can excuſe the Dotage of 
an old Man, who will be lighting - 


men's Torches, when he ought to prepare 


thoſe for his Funeral, and has the Impu- 
dence to take a blooming young Creature 


into his Bed, when the Grave gapes every 
Moment for him, knows himſelf uncapa- 
ble of obliging her. 


Can any Thing 5 
ſo ridiculous as to pretend to attack a 


Fortreſs when one's Cannon is Nail'd 3 5 


or to venture into Love's Ocean, when 


the Rudder that governs the Ship is diſ- 


abled ? As an old Fellow cannot be in- 
| ſenivie 


Fan} 


_ fenfibla: of his Jpbenillicy,; n willing 


himſelf in the. firſt-Place, for offering to 
lay heavy Taxes upon Nature, when ſhe 
has not a Farthing to pay them; and in 
the next to his Spouſe, for ſnamming 
falſe Bills upon her that hath been long 
_ ago... proteſted. 1 

This was my own Caſe, 1 knew. my- 
{elf exhauſted, and unfit for Action; I 
found my Vigour all gone, and nothing 
left me but impotent Deſires, and a vain 
Imagination. All this I knew perfectly 
well; for let the Man be what he will, 
his Conſtitution never plays the Hypo- 
crite with him, and yet by the common 
Fate of old Lovers, who think to attone 
for the Imbecillity of Nature by their 
Bribes and Prodigality, I was ſo obſtinate 


a Sot as to link my ſelf to a young Damq- - 
ſel of Sixteen in the Sixty-fourth Year of 
my Age. *Tis true, the rich Cloaths, 


and other fine Things I preſented” her 


with, her Noble Equipage and Retinue, 


but above all the Title of Lady ſooth'd 
her Vanity for a little Time, and made 
her forget my Impotence ; but when 
Youth, in Conſunction with Nature, call'd 
upon me to relieve her more preſſing Ne- 


ceſſities, then it was ſhe began truly to 


diſplay herſelf, As Chains, tho' made of 


the FR Gold, are Chains ſtill, ſo Im- 


potence, 


\ 
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potence, tho? we endeavour to diſguiſe it 
with fine Coaches, rich Liveries, charm- 


ing Muſick, and the like, yet all the 
while ts Impotence, which 1s a Sin never 
to be forgiven, and of all Diſappointments, 
certainly that of Love is'the moſt mortify- 


ing. To conclude this doleful Tragedy, 


in a few Months I found my Houſe until'd, 
my loving Wife elop'd, I was ready to 
hang myſelf for her, ſent for her Home 
again; ſhe elop'd the ſecond Time, I re- 
ceiv'd her the ſecond Time: After which 
Peace, ſhe and her Mother, her Grand- 
mother and Godmother made me drunk, 


I pals*d over my Eſtate t to her, and am 


now in a Priſon: : 


. by my Fate, you Fumblers of Threeſcore, 
And think on Hymen*s ſacred Rites no more. 
In vain your Stores and uſeleſs Wealth you ſhow 
While Maus knows youre Bankrupts all below. 


Yeur Bags can't ſatisfy the craving Maid, 
For Love in Specie will be always paid. 


J. 


Friget, & ad nullum ſurgit certamen amoris 


Vividus atque alacris ruit hæc in prælia, fructus. | 


y, when bis eager $ pouſe claps Thigh ta Thigh, 


Does he decline the Sport, and Creſt- -faln hes 
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TND E maritali qui i ora capiſtro, 
Ocit feſtivi gaudia ſacra tori? 


Unde Dioneam percurrere juſſus arenam | 
Cum femori conjux conſerit alma femur, 


Sed jacet ut nimio planta peruſta gelu. 


Qui illicitd carpit, Cypria diva, tuos. 9 
Nempe animum laſſat vilis faciliſque voluptas 
Sed — Ru eſſe Venus. 


STS 


The Same done into ENGLISB. 8 


72 Y does the NPY that 's nerd in Mevrige 


. - Halter, 
In paying of Love s Dues fo often Falter? | 


Aud urges on the flupid Sot to Jay, 


All Flame and Life, into Love's Lifts he ruſhes, 
Il hom gen' rous Luft, and not dull Duty puſhes. 
Cheap eaſy Pleaſure Jades the Appetite, 

*Tis ad * n Love 1 the * * 8 
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